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of their forces, and to continue their beneficent activiities agaiaist the

horrors of peace, whioli, in the aggregate, -are even more »erîous Io mn-
kind than those of war.

1The statemeut that the devastations produeed by disease in times

of peace are even greater than the loss of life from war, may b. illu%-

trated by the experience of lEngland and Wales. I the four years,
1911-14, immediately preceiug the world, w4r, 2,036,466 persona dieil

in England and Wales, whîe, aceçording toofficiai figures, the total loss
of men during the. four and one-quarter years of var vas 835,743, in.
eluding 161,800 presfumed, dead. The. war figures give the entir, lose

for the British Empire; but it cannot be far from the truth to stt.
that war on the. gigantio'seale of the war from which vs have just
eiuerged has kliled ln Great Britamn about one-third as many as have
died in the. civilian population iu a eorrespondiug period. 1 do not lose

sight of the, facet that a large proportion of the civilian deathseoccur in
ripe old age, and that 28 per cent. of the total civilian deatha oceur
among the. childreu under 5, wvIile those destroyed by war are aduits
and the, most virile of our race. But the grea.ter part of the. deathe in
childhood, as veil as iu adult lif., before old age îs reached, ar pre-
ventible; and in the. future viii be prevented, given adequate research,
intelligent aud unsparing application of knowledge already in <>ur pos
session, and au avoidance of the. public parsimony whichin l relation t.
public healtii constitutes the. most serions form of extravagance. rihat
le the. ideal whicii Mr. Davison and lus ceollaborators place before US;
aud it was, to devise plans to this eud and to enlist the. coutinueê eu-
operation of ail B.d Cross workers that the. conference was oefled at
.Cannes.

The (>onferenoe he1k a nuier oif general meetings in wiiei the.
general policy to b. pursued vas discussed, and then divided itaelt lato
sections dealing witii the. foilowiug snbjects: preventive medicine, chU4d
welfareý, tubereuJoýsis, malaria, venereal diseaises, nursing, infomtn
aud statistice. These sections were not selected as covering the, etire
ground of preventive medicine, but as forming branches of work il,
wiiici early investigation and action appeared to b. mout desirab.

But first of ail the. hues of general policy vere discussed.
It is evideut that althougii measures for the. prevention of dise.as

constitute a definite goverumental funetion-neglect of viiich is tra
sou to the. communal velfare--eveu in the. moat advanced countie ou
governiug bodies have nuL lived up to their puteutialities. luI crcl
a single spiiere of its vurk 0511 iL b. said of any governmeut or ofan
local authority, that viiat could b. doue ito prevent disease and to vi

human sufferiug bas been cumpletcly accomplisiied. To say thi is

merely to express the, imperfections of humanity, singly or the rae


