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is of rare occurrence. he vice of betel chewing, so gei-
(r*ally practiced iii CeylIon and all tirough Iiidia, is tuiques-
.tionably res)oiisible for ic frequency with whicli carciloila
Of the milucous Iiinîg of the mouthi is met with in those coun-
tries.. The principal constituents of "betel" are the betel leaf,
areca nmut, caustic lime and some sort of a stronig condiment,
all powerful irritants of the mucous meibrane. The dis-
ease affects the buccal surface of the chetk, generally con-
ieneing opposite the teeth of the lower jaw anid spreading
with varying rapidity according to the pathologic type of the
.u nior.

T-tuimi.-Tie iniiuence of trauniatismn iii the etiology of
carcinoma is variusly estimated by differeunt authors.
Tramna exercises a more important role iii the causation of
sarcomna thani carcinomuia. 1.n most cases in whicli an allegel
single trauma has bcen charged vith laving caused the
disease, the carcinîoma was pieseit when the injury was re-
ecived, the inijury havin.g called the patients or physician's

taino seldom, if ever, follow's a single
injury, but develoVIps more frequently mi conisequenîce ot pro-
lonîged irritation.

Prolonged Irrition .- Frequen tly repeated and long-contin-
lied irritatioi is usually recognized as an exciting if not the
principal, cause of earciînoma. Certain occupations, habits,
malpositioni and diseases of teeth and displacemnenît of organs
<ine to abnorniai sources of irritation nust be ineluded under
this category as agents whicl so ofteni precede carcinoma and
w'hicli must; be regarded at least in the light of determining
causes, as without such local harmful action tie disease miight
not have made its appearanice. he local irritation elects
tissue changes conîducive to carcinoma formation in persons
vho are subjects of a hereditary or acquired predisposition

-01 aptitude to the disease. It; would be well to study more
thoroughly and on a larger scale, experimentally and clini-
eally, the effeet of chronie irritation on the etiology of carci-
noma.

Chronic Infiamma/on.-Wle the histologie processes oh-
served in iiflammuatnion have nothig in comimon with carcinoma
elinical observatonls appear to prove that carcinomna not iii-
frequently develops in an organ or part which is the seat of
. chronie inflammation. It is Iot at all uncommon to fimid a
carcinoma take its starting point in ulcers of tlie stomach, and
chîronie uleers of the lower extrenities, il tubercular lesions
of the skin, and ii chronie inflammnatory affections of the m-
tous membrane of the fongue and other organs. Goodhart


