
ORIGINAL COMMUNICATIONS.

abstract of which may be found in "Braithwaite's Retrospect,"(Pa
xxvii.)

But, as before hinted, neither can this specific internai cause be looked
upon as sufficient in itse-lf to produce hie dJsense, notwithstanding the
many persons who believe that thesc dîscuses iay be, and often are the
produced, or how could the fact lec accoJuited for, that villages, tow,
and even continents have renained not only for years but for centuriesfree
from them, so long as the inhabitants avoided all communication wit
those laboring under the diseases. That the sorme specific internai caus
existed in these individuals, cannot be denied froi the great rapidity with
wbich the diseases were woit to spread, wlcn once introduced by ia.
fection or contagion. With these fucts before us, it is difficuilt to admn
that these caes; occur without nny external coniuse, which are fron tin
Io time breaking out in localities apparently cut off fron all sources ci
infection ; for, taking into consideration the subtile nature cf these p-
sons, their-diffasion throu-gi tlie tmophcre, and the length of time they
ruay remain in a dormant state in fmites and in other situations, it d
more than probable that these anomalous cases owe their origin to sor
lurking infectious rmatter, whicli bas been unwittingly communicate«
and which has really kindled the flarme aseribed by many to spontane
ous combustion.

On the other hand, it is nost difficult to conceive ho.w these di3eam
first originated, ifwe do not admit their origin independently of conta.
gion. We have no rpcord of their having existed from the creation, the
history of most of them datmig back no further than a few centurie;
hience we are conetreied either to admit that they have arisen witheut
any. external cause, or to seek for some way of reconciling their present
prevalence vith thteir former aibsence or obscurity. The reasons wbj
the former aImission cannot be ---de, have been already given ; wie
regard to the latter circunstance, nothlmg eau be brouglit forward exceF
conjecture.

We are aware that there are nan-y agencies, such as tie and a nr
ety of circumstances, which exercise a powerfil modifying influence es
many things, and even on diseases themiselves. Plants have been taketi
in their natural state from their native forests and plains, and by thi
force of circumstances arranged by man's ingenuity, have been trai.
formed in the most wonderful manner. The same may be said ofmany
of the lower animals. Mpa himself has ondergone various changes,boh
in his physical and moral constitution ; andeven those very diseases of
vhich . e are now treating, have, at various periol1s of their history, pre-

sented characters widely d iferent from those presented at other times


