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abstract of which may be found in ‘¢ Braithwaite’s Retrospect,” (T
xxVii.)

But, as Lefore hinted, neither can this speeific internal cause be looke
upon as sufficient in itself to produce the disense, notwithstanding the
many pervens who believe that thesc discases miy be, and often are thy
produced, or how could the fact he accounted for, that villages, town,
and even continents have remained not only fur years but for centuries fre
from them, so long as ths inhabitauts avoided all communication wily
those laboring under the diseascs. That the some specific internai canse
existed in these individuals, cannot be denied fruin the great rapidity wits
which the discases were wont to spread, when once introduced Dby in
fection or contagion. With these fucts befere us, it is difficult to admi
that these cases veenr without any external cuuse, which are from time
to time breaking out in localities apparently cut off from all sources o
infection ; fur, taking into considerution the subtile nature ¢f these po-
sons, their diffasion through the atmosphere, and the l2ngth of time the
may remain in a dormant state in fomites and in other situations, it
more thar probable that these anomalous cascs owe their origin to sers
lurking infectious matter, which las been unwittingly communicated
and which has really kindled the flame aseribed by maoy to spontane
ous combustion..

On the other hand, it is most difficult to conceive liow these diseass
first originated, if we do not admit their origin independently of conts
&ion.  We have no record of their having existed from the creation, the
history of most of them dating back no further than a few centuries;
hence we are cozstreined either to admit that they have arisen withent
any external cause, or to seek for some way of reconciling their presen
prevalence with their former absence or obscurity. The reasons why
the former  Imission cannot be inade, have Leen slready given ; wil
regard to the latter circuinstance, nothig can be brought forward except
conjecture.

We are aware that therc nre many ugencies, such as tirze, and a van
ety of circtunstances, which exercise a powerful modifying influence o
many things, and even on diseases themselves. Plants have been take:’
in their natural state from their native forests and plains, and by thi
force of circumstances arranged by man’s mgenuity, have been trans
formed iu the most wonderfal manner. The sume may be said of mexny
of the lower animals. Mp, himself has wndergone various changes, both
in his physical and moral constitution ; and even those very diseases of
which we are now treatiug, hawe, at various perio-s of their history, pre-
sented characters widely dafferent from those presented at other times;



