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feels faint; calls for fresh air, and asks in a low whisper to he
fanned; the pulse weak and fluttering. I immediately ordered
warmth to the extremities, and cloths wrung out in cold brandy
and water to the vulva, and administered powders of opium and
acetate of lead, not having tlre ergot at haud. The dischiarge was
checked in a measure on the morning of the 16th, but she com.
plains of sickness at the stomach, tongue coated with a durk fur,
and breath offensive; some slight cozing of blood staining the
cloths applied to the vulva, heat and throbbing at the uterine region,
The cold applications are grateful, but the powders she thinks dis-
agree with her.  When Isaw lier on the evening of the 16th the
discharge had returned as profuscly as before, and she was extremely
prostrated and faint.  Being now provided with a good specimen
of the vigot* I immediately commenced its administration in doses
of five grains every three hours. Before she had taken the second
dose the peculiar nausea caused by the medicine was complained
of, aud a short time after the second dose she vomited, complained
of pains at the utcrine region which were followed by the expulsion
of large coagula. Oun the 17th, except slight staining of the cloths
there was no discharge, and though greatly prostrated, feels better,
No more coagula were discharged, the oozing of blood soon ceased,
and was replaced by an offensive leucorrheal discharge which con-
tinued for about a weck. She gained strength rapidly under the
treatment pointed out above for the interval, and for a week beforc
the next period she appeared, except the weakness incident to the
loss ot so much blood, to be in the enjoyment of her usual health.
The next period occurred at the usual time, and continued natural
for several days, when it became dark and extremely fetid, and
small clots were observed. I resorted to the Ergot on the third
day and soon succeeded in arresting the discharge, which was not
followed as before with leucorrheal, at the end of a weck from the
accession of the discharge she appearcd, except slight weakness
andlsusceptibility to fatigue, to be in the enjoyment of her usul
health.

* Much of the uncertamnty which has been said to attend the operaton of this
drug, depends doubtless on the quahty of the specimen employed, though there are con:
stitutions undoubtedly which aie nut’susceptible to iis action.. The same may be sud
of most other remedies whose actian oi the system 1s undoubted, Many circumstances
affecting the growth of the <ubstanc. have a great wfluence on its medicinal activity.—
According to Burritt, the active prneipal of the Ergot resides in the externai covenug
or dififuent peindium. and the occurresn e of heavy 1aims, when this is soft, washes i
away, and leaves the hard nu leus which is wholly 1neit ; therefore, in procunng 3
specimen, care should be taken to select such as has been matured durmg a dry antumn,
and it should be harvested before the parent crop. These precautions Deing taken, if
kept without pulverizing in a bottle closely corked and covered, to prevent the trans
mission of lizht air and moisture, it will retain its activity for years ; the best evidenct
of whicii is 1ts peculiar odour when pulverized, which I can compare to nothing &
well as to that emitted by the secundines following the birth of a heaithy child, (aseze
what curious ecincidence, seeing this is the only substance known which seems toatl
s_peciﬁc;;lly on the uterus), of which any one can salisfy himself by directing his atlers
tion to it.



