MINING RECCRD , ®

salt, and then pumpiug the brine out. If this be to the whole province, more es; ecially the Easterm
true the opportunities of developing the salt indus- part of it, a stimulus that might well be ealled phe-
try in this provinee ave considerable. and if the salt nowinal, One has but to slance at the rapid growth
be mined,—and some

amples 1 have seen are pure of ecoal s

to be convineed of this, Divided and

t will afford facilities for opening up an industry seattered aperations will not  sneceed, Wh itever
of mueh importance, because the Maritime Provin- controvers, e may have been over the wmatter
ccs alone con nme enormous quantiti s of soit in 1 have alwavs maint vined, still maintain that one
conneetion with the fishing dustry. But there is of the most de fensible pieces of 1
pot only the idence of A" but in ecombination acted in the n ovinee, was that which consolidated
with it, and perhaps of greater iuvllnu.'l.ug;‘. is a bye- the eoal mines of Rastern Nova Seotia and led to a
produet admiffedly of great value af this time One wonderful development of the industrial life of the

of the things disclosed by the an: lysis is that the country. Exeeption may be taken, but the history

salt is vich in potash, If w have in these salt de- of the coal and steel industries shows that unless
posits potash i'{TﬂmimL we have what prospectors You have eonsolidation and the seattered operations
and geologists would call a valuabl “hind,” T am united, you do net have sue
assured by some of those who have made tests that no defense for close corper
there is potash and taking this assnrance ns cor
rect, then we may boldly say we have a niveral 1 asing the coal aveas with proper conditions at-
whieh, if it can be economically operated, will ho ¢ ched, we have under our econtrol and subjeet to
n asset of wntold value to the provinee, Tlitherto ~yp regulations a great industry w hieh must mean
we have had to look to G rmany as the chied market wueh to th provinee if wo are conservative ae to
in which to secure potash, But Germar ¥ has heen ition, and se
stripped of part of her potash territ wy, Tt follows y safeguarded,
iherefore that if quantity and quality of this miner- during the several decades sinee 1880 show a re-
al can be assured to the provinee, that an industry markable growth, and 1 do not think this satisfac-
will be established whoso value cannot well be com- tory condition of alMairs would have arisen but for
pited idation T have referred to, 1 say the
- g I think the demand for our pro- tables show a remarkable growth in the eoal sales
vineial industries will be great and there may be and I do not think any other condition of aff;
diffienlty in meeting the demand for commer would have brought that abont other than the eon-
conl. T may say that so far 18 the development of solidation spoken of, 1 sS4V econon
these new areas, salt and also 1le, are euncerned, tionally wolidation may be the best wi

the department has heen disappointed. We had solution of niany of our wealne

egislation ever en-

and while T "ave
tions and monopolies, T
ntain that having a plentiful supply of eoal, and

e that any consolidation is pro-
Tha ses in conl sales

e

the cons

v and na-
¥, the only

so far as in-

SAle arrangemont with the mines dey Wiment at dostrinl Jove lopmen ng scientifie and economis
Offawa; By which we could duiiugihe Cal lines i couecrned, Yipansion stende
ie of their minent in the histo ‘v ol the past seore or more

vears, and I predict we will maintain the past ra-

me much during next summer. T am asking tio of expansion up till 1921 so that the hi tory of
the Legislature for a "4'"m:'r"| riation for thirty years will be ample justification in pointing
that purpose,’’ S —— te consolidation of intercsts as having been high-
(Here the Hon. Commissioner bewailed the fae’ ly benefiein) and T insist that it cannot help being
«“'ﬂmr‘ dne to small salaries, a number of the best so, as far as the future development of our mineral
| men in the Mines Department at Ottawe had trans- resources is concerned. Last year we were not opti-
| ferred their services visewhere, and the Commis- mistic as to production during 1919, while at this
sioher said he did not know if it would be possible time we are most optimistie, as to the possibilities
' get men to fill their places, The Commissioner for the future, and T look together with the other
ot fret so far as coal, shale and even salt is officers of the Department, to have six million tuns
concerned.  What need have we of pe h ment of an output in 1920. The coal trade today is in
¢ are finding coal where the so ealled & more favorable condition than it has been for
fesearch men never hinted it might be found. As some time. There are many indications to Jjustify
for shale it was no research man that pointed to this belief, The coal trade of the world today is
the Stellar coal as suitable for the production of demoralized and there is a great demand for eoal
ol. It was no research man that told us where by foreign nations, The demand for export is so
shales could be found, t) s shales told on them- Ereat that it becomes a serious question how far
slves. 'What is wanted, above and before all, is a the domestie supply ean be maintained. . . The
upable angl ; ¢ government had a real, time may come when exportation_of Nova Seotia
mnt' whose services were at the dis- coal to foreign countries may have to be probibi-
sl of the government solely for the people’s ted. _From a conversation I held with a large coal
#od, then one might be willing to het fifty to one OPerator that impression has been forced upon me
that we would find out more about the minerals the Another thing that inclines me to be optimistie is
province has, and has not, than had the province at that the steel trﬂge is reviving. All over the country
s disposal any number of research men.) wherever “Stoel industrics are dependent on ecoal
-+« . ‘“Coal and iron are the two commo. these are over run with orders, This can only mean
lities upon which the future of the provinee majn. One thing, and that, that a very active demand for
Iy depends. The suceess of these allied industries Our coal—which is an cxcellent steel coal—must en. '

i the past has been gratifying, resulting in giving Sue. 'L"’i‘.‘??.l.\\;l’_bﬂiﬁ'ﬂx.lh)'sh has been start-
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