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.notice a fow peculiar rozomblances hotween French and English,
Earticulurlysuoh expressions as may bo fouud in carly DBuglish,
ut not in the Eunglish of th:o present day. Thus sembla’le, meaning
one's fellow, is twico used by Shakespearo ag a noun in « vimilar
sense.
# i3 semdlable, yoa, himself, Timon disdaine.”
s His semblable is his mirror.”

Analogics to tho Fronch reflexive verbs may _~casivnally bo
found, * Bethink you of some convoyance,” says ono of tho Merry
Wivesof Windsor. “ I foar me he will searco bo pleased withal.”
** And yet, alas! now I renember me (je mo souviens). « Yer I'do
repent me (je me repens) of my fury that Idid kill him,” says
Machoen, ' Where then, alas' may 1 complain myself? "

I have thus endeavored tu indicate by a few practical illus-
trationg how, inny opinton, the study of derivation may be made
useful to tha heginuer in French who has even a little previous
knowledge of Latin. I have barely skimmed the surface of the
subject, tor Iam pursunded that very mueh more might be made
from the relation of Irench to Latin than I have been able to
point out,~-and that not merely in a scientific point of view, but
for the every-day uses of the school-room.

1 havobeen moved to speak on the subject, not with the idea
that I had anything particularly new or original to say, but in
the hope that I might make a few suggestions not wholly with-
out value to some who might listen o them; and beeause less
sroviaion is made for this kind of study in I'rench in the common

ictionaries and text-books that we are obliged to use than in
those pertaining to Latin and Greek. With such a wealthofma-
terialas Freuch and German philologers have furnished, and are
continually furnishing, we ought not to be without some first-rate
popular hooks for reférenco and for daily use in this department.
1 think you will agree with me that such beoks, adapted to the
necds of our schools, are very rare.~Massachuscits Leacher.

——— pteny

CORRESPONDENCII.

For the Journal of Education.
TEACHERS EXAMINATIONG.

LTHOUGH it is now only three years siice the present sys-
£X tem of examination has been introduced, yet 1t is impossible
to estimate the benefits conferred on the country by ils operation
oven inso brief @ period. It has raised the qualifications of
teachers to a standard never hitherto attained, and we trust the
time is not far distant, when resnits even more satisfactory than
the present will be exhibited. The system was certainly not very
popular among teachers at first, chieily on account of it being re-
quired of every teacher, whether ho held a valid license or not
to submit to re-examination. This must have heen viewed as,
rather anr arbitrary measure by the profession at large. notwith-
standing the vote secured in its favor at the Convention of Teach-
org held in Halifax in 1867. 1t now appears that the Council of
Public Instruction hasat last become partially convinoed of the
unfairness of the demand, as shown by the late Minute of Coun-
cil, exempting First and Sccond_Class Teachers, holding Distvict
licences from re-examination. If the Mmute would embrace all
classes, no_reasonable gbjection could be urged agaiustit: but
teachers of the third clags have good reason to complain, exclud-
cd as they are, from participating in tho riglits accorded to the
other classes. Wo think there would be no injury dorne to the
cause of education, if third class liceuses werc catirely ab olished,
but since the law recognises them, their holders are eati tled to
the same consideration as any other class: and it is to be hoped
the Council will yet view the matter an this light, and act accord-

ingly.

;"ﬁc new method of examination is not so perfect as it might
bs ; yst thore can be no doubt whatever as toits superionty com-
pared with the viva vece system of former times. T hen teachers
might, and indeed often did obtain certificates to which therwr
qualifications did not entitle them. Now, there is scarcely a
possibility of such an occurrence, and this we cousider to be ono
of the best features of tho system. Every teacher must now bo
at least & fair scholar, and not only o, but, what is of fully as
much importance, o must pessess a certain amount of profession-
alskill—a quabfication not considered to be of very vitel import-
ance in tho olden time.  Stillmore if he does not put this know-
lodge into practics, he will soon find his level, for every indiffer-
ent teacher, as well as every competent and faithful one, is now
o markedman. Qur system of School Inspection is so admirably
adapted to test tho teacher’s skill, and to arrive at ajust estimate
of his worth—whether he is going bebind, standing still, or mak-
ing progress in his vocstion~that no liggard nced expect to
escapo detection for any length of time, from the scouting to
which be s subject.

Now all this inust be very enepuraging to every one interested
in the progress of edueation, aud we would wish to give express-
ion to notiinglof an oppv-ite natare. ‘Fhere appears to us how-
cver, to be some defects in the Regulations of the Council of
Public Instruction, so s rioudy affecting the ndvancement of prac-

tical edacation, that we could copsider it wrong to overlook t em. |

At prosent we will refer only to tiee of those defects. Can it bo
believod by any one not practically cognizant of the fact, that
reading au u'nlin_v( are branches from winch the teachers of Nova
Scotin are virtually exempt in passing their Examinations for
License? We think not.  Yet such is practically the casa. Is it
supposed that any kind of muttering, which it wonld be & wis-
nomer to call reading, is just as good as the best Elocution? or,
that seeawling of any kind, if at all legible, will serve the purpose
equally ag well as if it were in Staples’ best style? Surely not.
Yet the Council of Public Tustruction appears to countenance this
absurd idea, e are aware that Candidates for Liconso have to
read a passage in the presence of the Doputy Examiner, which
counts for nothing—the wmost accomplished clocutionist, altheugh
rivalling an Erving or a Bailey, receiving no more credit for his
excellence in reading than the merest tyro in the art.  Writing
docs not reecive even ironical consideration bestowed on Reading.
Surely it is high time, that such anomalies should cease to exist.
Let teachers be encouraged to attain a high standard in theso
uscful branches, by awarding to them the same marks as to any
other branch, and we will soon have a class of teachers that can
read with “fluency and oxpression,” and write in u hand that
will bo pleasing, instead of painful to behold. Aud when we
consider that these accomplishments would necessarily be reflect-
c¢d in every school under the charge of a good reader and writer,
we can scarcely estunate the amount of good that would be
affected by making the two branches referred to, special subjects
of examination.

WWe have been given to und _otand that itis in contemplation
to revise the syllabus. We trust that this is the case, and that
reading and writing will pot be forgotten whon the revision takes
place.  In this conncetion, we wmay remark that we fully appre-
ciate the difficuliy that must be experienced in the Education
Office in preparing the Questions for Examination from the
Syllabus, as it now stands. It would appear to be almost abso-
lutely necessary to depart from the * strict letter of the law” in
some branches, otherwise the examination could searcely be con-
sidered a test of tho teacher’s qualifications. A strict adheranco
to the Syllabus, could of vourse be demanded, and we therefore
think that under any circumstances, it would be well to endeavor
to overstep its limits as little as possible.  We take it for granted
that the last Examination must have givan very gencral satisfac-
tion in this, and also in other respects, from the entiro absonce of
any public cxpression of opposition, and we trust that this tacit
approval will manifest itself in a positive manner at the Conven-
tion to be held during the Christmas holiduys among * the wise
men of the Last.”—Com.

Lor the Jwanal of Liducation.
TEACHING AS A PROFESSLON.

FROM whatever premiscs opinions arve started, they coneur 1n
placing Education first among the social questions of the
day, in the order of solution. ‘Fhe strongest minds of the age
have bent all their energies to the task of popularizing know-
ledge, and devising efficient systems of national instruction,

1u all these systems the services of the living agent or teacher
have been cousidered jndispensable, and a social position bas by
degrees heen accorded to him, in some degree commensurato
with his importance. There is a necessary connection between
the work done, and the workman, and the more men learn to
value the power of intellect, the more they prize the ability to
bring into subjection the natural forces, the highest estimate
will thoy put upon the trainer who develops this power and
makes the mind conscious of this ability.

The most enlightened nations are now begimmug to recogmaze
teaching as a profession. The opinion is gaimug ground that
excellence in this particnlar avocation, as 1 all others, is only to
be obtained by making it o life-work. Old opinions are being
exploded, and the old barriors broken down, as Education has
cleared away the rubbish of ignorance and revealed the latent
forces of Society. Men have scen that a potent force is in oper-
aticn in tho world, effecting a silent yot miglty revolution, and
have accorded to those who wicld this great power, 2 more res-
pectable status thau heretofore.

Tu the United States the condition of the district School-mae-
ter was long a by-word and a reproach. He was popularl
known as n strolling adventurer, who “worked for nothing an
boarded round.” He had no abiding city ; but wandered up and
down the carth, doling out bis meatal pabulum for the merest
pittance. His carthly possessions were few and he could sing

with a clear conscience,

“ No foot of land do I possess,
No cottage in this wilderness.”

Now his importance is felt, bis salary is more than resgecm.
ble, and hie ¢an hold up his head among the best of the land.
Nova Scotin has passed throngh n similar ovdeal,  Within the




