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the Economist is cancemnel, is exelusively a Montreal question,
and that it 1s only with a view to force trade this way that e
have taken the course we have done. But this we positively
deny.  Montreal niist tahe lier chanee with thie rest of the pro-
vince, and can only haope for success hy patting herself in a po-
sition to cumpete with the cheapest of those who may enter the
arena against hor. - We do consider, indeed, that she pussesses

reat natural advantages, and these advantages we wish to see
improved to the utimoste  But it is impossible that she can be
supported tu the prejudice of the rest of the community ; and if it
should eventually tury out that in the ruce of competitiva she finds
herself left behind, deeply as we should regiet the result, we
should not be prepared to oppose it.

We are glul to lean from our Agent that a strong disposition

to establish Bianch Associations eaists, and that” in several

laces steps were about beingz taken to effect that object.
Ve have more than once referred to the importanee of these
Branch Assaciutions as a meansof making known the views of the
inhabitanuts of all seetions of the Proviace, ~o that wenay 2o to the
Government aned with the unanimous evpression of the entire
Colony. At the present moment everytung else sinhsonto insig-
nificance when compared waith the great que-tion of Free Tiade,
and not a morsent should be lost in demandinz from the Miuistry
—Dboth Imperial and Proviucial—the repeal of all restrictive and
protective laws,  We would urge on the dificrent Buards of
Trade and Amicultural Sucieties particularly, the necessity of
acting immediately in this matter, and s]xal{ be happy to leud
every assirlatice il our power, cither in the way of wffnding in-
formativn or uthierwise, to enable them to do so with suceess.

In conclusivn, we give a list of the Azemts for the Economist
who have been appowted throughout the provinee :—

CANADA WEST.

JOXDON, e cevrecreseeanssianes ceveeesdre ‘Thomas Crasg, Bookseller.
WOOLSTULK, weveesn Mr. James Laycock.
BraNtruro, ..... -James Wilkes, Isq.
Hasirtos,.... . .. Messre Ransay & McKendrick,
PerT Doven, . LMo Alfred Buchwell,

ToroxTY, ...... <veeee Mr, James M. Westland.

Mr. Gavin Burns,

Mr. Jowiah I, Marsh,
David Smart, Leq.
Jolin Rors, Exq.

Alr. Lewrs,

W. 8. Conger, Esq.
... Mcesry, Ramsay. Armour & Co.
W, Mailue, §isq.
W B Wells, Esq.
AMr. L. N. Putnam.
e Jolin R, Siaith.
WiLLIaAYsTOWN,. veereeeneMoe Jobn Wright,
Kesrrvinsr: cooceeiennnene Lo Joseph Leennng Lequ

CANAJA FAST.
St Jouss .. veer oeeMessra Mottt & Pattec.
Tuser Rin . . Mr Siabha
QUEBIC,eeveoeeasannsssanssssMre Willim Lane.

Waorrey, ..
DARLINGTON..
Porr Hopr
BeLLEVILLY
Copotra,....
PETLRBURGLGY,.
KinustuN. . oo
Brocsvinet
Priscaar, ..
CorxwaLy, .
MarTintowny,.

TORONTO BOARD OF TRADE.

Draft of Pelitiun of the Torouto Bourd of Trade to the Queen’s
Mot Excdlend Majestyy on the subjicts of the Repeal of the Byi-
tish Nuviea'ion Laws so far as regards Canade, ard of the Im-
crial Difj readial Duties on the Imports of Ciovadu ¢ as ::pproz'td
{:;/ the Couacil, and intended to be submitted for adoption ul a
General Mceling of the Board.
Mav 1t Prease Your MasesTv:

‘The Petition of the Toronto Board of Trade most humb'y
sheweth :

That by the provisions of the Navigation Laws of your Majest+’s
Kinzdom, the carry ng trade of the exports and impoits of Canada
to and fromn Great Briaia and Ireland, or any British possession
in Asia, Africa, or America, is confined to Bntish <hips; in con-
sequence of which restrictian, senious loss and inconvenience are
at present impesed upe o the inhabitants of this Proviee.

Your petitioners, having carcfully conadered the operation of
the sud Laws upon the commercial and agniculteral interests of
Canada, feel called on to vate, that prior to the alteratien m the
Corn Laws of yeur Mijesty s kingdow, eilecied s tae Tast session
of parliament, your Majesiy's saljeets residuizg in Wesiern Ca-
nada dud not feel the disadvatares resultine 1o the colony from
the monopoly of the currying trade contesred on the owners of
British ~hips Iy the Navizatien Lisws, 2 st was fonnd that the
prices of their agnen’tinal exports wensially cquailed those which
were obeerved 1o oblan n the contizious sections of the newsh-
bouring Sates of the Repubue of Ameuea, for the same prodiets
desuned for stapmentio the Batish mmket throeel the Atlantic
seaports of the sl Stites. Your petiueners cannot, however,
conceal fiomn your Majesty the fact, that the proteetion zenerally
supposed 1o have been engoyed by the acncultinsts of Canada,
in conseguence of the preference given to their praducts i the
markets of your Majesty’s kingdom, by the provisons of the Inte
British Com Laws, {\a\'c not been reahized by them s the exorbi-

tant freights and heavy rates of insurance paid on shipments from
the port of Montreal, added to other disadvantages connected
witli the navigation of the River St. Lawrence, having been found
quite_adequate to neutralise the rennssion of duty mtended by
your Majesty to operate in their favour.

Your petitt arers have, with much pein, frequently had oceasion
to ubscrve that, when the state of the British markets has been
most propations to the export of Canadian wheat and flour, the
combunation of a 1w slupowners, or ther agents, has completely
blasted all thieir hopes, and antercepted the bon designed by your
Majesty s paiernal Government for the benefit of your Majesty ‘s
f.«ilid’uf suljeets m the nterior of the Province—ithe rates of
freaght msssted upon having sometimes been as high as 7s. 6d.
stethiug per barelof tlour, and sery frequently averaging 6s. to
Gs. sterling; wiala, at the same tones, freghts have been ob-
tamed fiom the puis of New Yuik in vessels of a superior class
as Jow us Is, 6o and seldom gher than 2.5 and insurances
at 50 to 80 per cents Jess than by the $t. Lawrence.

Your petitiners most humbly submit that, during the past
mounths vt the preseut sluppig season, the position of the holders
ot Nour aud whea m the ports of Montreal hias been most dis-
tressnge Laize quantiies of produce were forwarded to that
city fion the antenor, where 1t had been purchased during the
precedimg water at prices senously enlianced by the exaggerated
reports which reachied Canada of the scareity of bread-stufls
throughout Ei spe. On arnvaly it was found mipossible to obtain
shupnent for it at less than 6s. sterling per barrel. The holders,
threatened with wsolveney, althe frum ats shipment or its reten-
tim, were reduced to a state of despair 3 and pereeiving most
distinctly that the eluef cause of their ditficulties was to be found
n the present Navigation Laws of your Majesty’s kingdom, a ge-
neral feelingof deep dissatisfaction therewith has arisen, and now
pussesses the entire minds of your Majesty’s Canadian subjects,
withunt distinction of class or party.  The farmers of Canada now
feel convineed that, deprived of that protection formerly extended
to then products e your Magesty s kingdom, by means of which
the heavy burdens imposed on their tiade by the Navigation Laws
wete neuattalised, they must, e the event of these Laws being
cominued m foree, be seduced to a posiuon much inferior to that
of the penple in the adjacent Suates of Ameriea; and they con-
template with profound matification their only alternative jn the
comversion of their export trade into a valuable branch of the
resources of their republican neighbours, who will not fail to avail
themselves of <o opportune & juncture for demonstrating to the
people of Canada, by the removal of every obstacle standing in
the way of a free egress through their tesnitory, that they possess
the means, and have the destre, to advance their interests,

Your petitivness fmther most humbly submit, that your Mujes-
ty’s Canadian subjects have mceurred a heavy debt in the con-
struction of canals capalle of wving passage to vessels of large
dunensions, under the expectation thet Uy these improvements
of therr interual navigativa they would not fal to secure to them-
selves a large share of the canyng trade of the rich agricultural
countnies Lordernts on the gmeat lakes of Canada. The repay-
ment of the debt thus meuned is an olject from which your peti-
tioners teed comvinced, no cousideration can ever divert the inlen-
tions of the people of Canada; but it is quite manifest that in the
cvant of the eaport iade of Westein Canada and the States adja-
cent to the lakes being forced out of the waters of the St. Lawrence,
the outlay upon the improvements, from Lake Ontario to the ocean
will have become a dead weight on the resources and eneruies of
tiie Province, the triade of the recently flourishing cities of Quebee
and Montreal will have disappeared, and the mercantile capital of
their enterprising citizens will have been transferred to the com-
mercial emporia of the neighbouring country.

These are evils which your petitioness camet contemplate swith
other than the most gloomy apprehiensions: but they feel convinced
that, in (he wise foresight of your Majesty, they may rely with
entire confidence for the prompt adoption of every practicable means
by which they may be averted. .

Your petitioners have further most humbly to submit to your
Mayesty that the trade of Canada Jabours under weighty disadvan.
tazes resulting from the impasition of protective custom duties under
authority of imperial statutes.  This class of duties, your petitioners
are pleased to ob.erve, by the declarations of your Majesty’s advi-
scrs, as well of the recently existing adnpmstrahon as pf the present,
is no lovger lield to be in harmony with the recognised principles
of British commercial legislation 5 and your ncti:loncrs are disposed
to believe that a pressure of other more absorbing measures has been
the only cause which has prevented your Majesty’s Governinent
from proposing to Parliament the repeal of the impericl customs
laws authorizing the levying of protective duties, for the purpose of
securing to the manufacturers of your Majesty’s kingdont a prefer-
ence in the supply of the Canada market, which they no longer
consent 1o exlend fo the people of Canada in the supplg of the Bri-
tish market. Several of the protective duties referred to are found
by your petitioners not only to be burthensome upon the resources
of the Province. but also to be totally inoperative in effecting the
purpose contemplated in their devisal, as they are levied, in their
maximum eatent, o somc articles of general consumption—as glass,




