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THE GOSPEL MESSENGER,
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OR, UNIVERSALIST ADVOCATE.
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ud the sisters with him

gvof theie grief, his soul was melted in sympa-

riad with a toud vaire and seid, ‘¢ Lazarus como

abiliments of tue grave, and ho restored him to
is gisters,

wine the matter. Sce Riwm golng about duing
a0, cleansing the lopors, casting outdersls, giv-

Bair tears to suilles Mo wont to.the gepulehre,
And when ke aaw the
aguish cf their Loarts, and heard tho outoreak-
y.and he wept with thom in'oom{w. Aud he

orth 1 and ho that wwas dead apponred in the
Hora'is tho spirit of Christ. 1 pray you ozxa-

ug aight to the blind, heaning to the deaf, loga to

P\

cross lifttog hua feoble, dywng voice to heavern an
prayer for God's blessing upon those who woto
even then taking tus hfe, andin the name ofall
that is just aud true, tell me, 13 thoro o spint ke
thia in the doctrinc of ondless wrath and damna-
vont Nay,Lut ighcand darkness are not more
widely, and arreconcilably at vansnce. Every
ward aud act of the Ui of the meek: and lowly
Jasus, rises up w jadgwent, and stamps the mark
of anu-Ghrist uponany, and ovory doctrine that
.atlows o breathes the sparit of-wrath and craelty.
Hlo who wept for we waes of humamty, aud
prayed even (or hus coentes, hns broathed lus own

one naton, and that it died when the gov-
ornmont >f that nation was abrogated, and
of course we aro not now under the law,
but graco.

‘The fact, however, ig, that the spiritof
the real law of God is always the same. It
is the spirit' of love, for “God is love.”
“['hat spirit has been developed'®h difieront
degrees in different ages and disponsations. Theso aro the words of the Apostle
Dimly it was shadowed forth in ttio law of | Paul, in his defence before Felix the Gov-
Moses, moro clearly it is illustrated by the | ernur, when accused of various misdemon-
prophets of old, and gradually it was un- | nors by his enemies, theJews. They nro
fnlded, until it blazed forth in ils glory, in ' selected for tho present occasion, as an ap-

your hearts ; for it checks the genial spirit

of love and kindpess there. Out with it

from the world { itis anti-Christ, and haty

no followship with Jesug.,—[ Continued.
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FALSE CHARGES AGAINST UNIVERSALISN,

* Neither can thoy prove tho things whoreof
thoy now accuse me. ""~—Acts xxiv. 13.

the fame, camfort to the aflictad, andlifo to the

sad: Bohold him.in the hovels of the poor, in

:: gerting his power for her relief. Behold, him I
& Pray you, weeping at the grave of Lazsrus, and

is cnemies.

Woeturn then to his treatment of his enemics,
r hie himsellsaid * If ye Jove thenrthat love you
| What reward have yo ! Donot even the publi-
n 'ins the samoe? Ona certamn gecaston the dis.
iples found some whom they regarded as very
‘dengaerous enemics of Christ. And thoy eamo to
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Jrom heaven and devour them
pirit; but how aulike the spirit of the Master.
Te 5aid unto themy, ** Ye kuow not what manuer

- try tho epirit of thadoctrine in question,and soe
which it nost resembles, That which-won'ld call

. Cown fire from heavon?™ Or, that which would
; pity and savo oven arenemy? The [atler is tho

(;hrislim spirit.  Tie former 18 ant-Christ.—
Again, Jesus slood upon the mouni, and the

adres, and all its magnificence and-grandeur, was
Ipread out before him.  There his bitter cnemies

v

1;:4 maltroatod: and there be knew wwere the
Sands that would s0on seize him and bear him
"Bway to au ignominions death, How did he feel
tl owards them, and how did:.he treat them 7+ Did
Sho hurl red bolts of vengeanco ai them, and curso
with-wrath and bitterness7* Nag; but whea ho
wtheir blindnees and knew that they wonld
mndly rush on to ruin, hewas moved: with com,
passion. and tears of pity foll Sastand freely from
lua eves, a8 he ericd in the tenderness of hiaspirit:
3 Oh! Jeruzaiem: Jerusalem! how oft-would 1
have gathered you, as a hon gathereth her chick-
jons under her twiogs, but yo would not. And
‘inow yourhouseis left unto youdesolato, and ye
shall,pot sce mo heaceforth until yo-shall say,
Plorszd-is Lo-tbat cometh in the name of tko
,ﬁa)/qtd - -

¢ Afewdays sfier; we fing himin that zame city,
batrzyedinto -the hands of his cnowics, seized
1aud dragged o thejudgment hall, accased as a
malofactor, false witnesses standing up against
bim, sud ae infuriated melitado crying out:

thorn iz plaited and put npon hishead. e is
roviled, smitten and spatupon. But-he boro it
zll, with meekuess, cnd no word of wrath pro-
egedad fromhislips. The crom is kid upon his
shoulders and he isled forth to.Cavalry, He ia
nailed to tha tree, and the blood rons sircaming
from his hands and f2e1, an sugry mob wag their
heads.and mock him, sayiug, **IT thouartthe
Christ comp down from 1ho cross.” Duthis twas-

o chambers of the sick. and 1 the wansions of
o dead. Seo him at the bier of the widow's
n, toiched with comnpassion for her woes, and

storing tho dead to-life; auditell mo, does the
. Heoctrine of infinite and vnforgiving wrath, pre-
“tgont yon with a.spiritalin tothis?  Nay. Wel),
_ thien, so certainly as this is tho apirit of Ghrist, so
_ shirely jothat doctrine auti-Christian in ite-apirit:
§ 1t mey bo said that Lhave exanunod the npirit
rvqf Christ, anly ns monifested towards his friends,
Loraas the doctrino in question only relates to

im snd desired permission to call down fire
This was their

. Pf spirit yo zra of, for the eon of wan is not
tome to destroy, butto save.” [ask you here, to

reat cily of.Jerusalem with its temple and pa-.

ere cougregated ; there ho had bevs persecuted

spint into fus rehigion, and by tns standard you
way try the spints whother they be of God.

As I mtated w ihe beginning, so il now ze-
peat, the religion.of Jesua Christ is cssontially 3
syatem of peaco and pood will ; nnd it is nomoro
certain that sweetand Intter waters do not flow
from the sane fountan, than that doctrines of
love and hatrad do-not bath belong to the gospel.
Oheor theother muat be abandoned, for if one be
Christ, tho other is anti-Chtist. And honce itias
thattho Apestle suid, * Out of the same mouth
proecedoth blessing oud cutsing. My, bretheen,
these things ought not soto be.””  Thoy ought to
abandon one or the other, for both could not bo of
God. And so I'ssy, Let thoso sons of thunder
who-alteruately coal out salvanon and endless
damaostion, take to themselves the reproof of the
Apostle ; let thew enther curse or bless, nor think
it isin their power tobnng about an unholy union
between Clirist and Bebal; for *what fullowship
hath Christ with Belial? or, what communion
can there be between the spirit of love and ha-
tred?.

It may be, as it often has been said,
that it is necessary to preach the ‘‘terrors
of the law,” as well as the promises of the
gospel.  Very well 5 if yo are then minis-
ters of the law, why then preach the law ;
but if yo be minsters of Christ, then
preach Jesus Christ inthe fullness of his
love; andthe vast extent of his gracs and
truth. But it may well be- doubted, if
even the principles.of the law, which asked
an eye-for an eye, and.a tooth for a tooth,
would, for a-moment, sanction the spirit
of the doctrine of endless misery. The
law setsbounds to-the operationsof a spirit
-of wrath, It said to the avonger of blood,
“ thus farshalt thou go,and no further;”
and it gave no permission to pursuean
offender with.infinite wrath,
‘no instance does the law itself pursue the
sinner one line beyond the grave. It
uttered its. thunders; and spoke its awful
warnings, and pursued the sinner with the
scourge ;. but when death came, it gave
him-up and asked no more. And yet this
is calted the ramistration of wrath and con-
demnation ! How then can the spirit of
endless wrath be made for one moment
to harmonise with tho spirit of that “new
and bstter covenant, established upon bet-
ter promises and speaking - belter things
than the blaod of Abel™ The truth 13,
the emblems of the spirit of God, which is,
more clearly portrayed . in the gospel, are
inthe law far less terrible than is usually
imagined. “My doctring (said the great
teacher of Isracl) shall droplike the rain,

b

In fact, in.

the person and ministry of Christ. ~ But
tho spirit is atall times the same. Whether
it drops like the rain, and distis like the
dew, from the lips of Moses and the: pro-
phets, or falls in- honied accents of mercy
in the language of Jesus, makes no differ-
once ; it is the spirit of God, Hisspiritis
love, and all-opposed tothat spiritas from
beneatl.

The old prophet in ancient days saw
cmblems of the spirit of God, and its op-
posite. The furious wind came and roar-
cd about his head. Madly it swept on in
its fury, wlastling in the crovices and moan-
ing in the caves of the bare and rugzed
mountain. Loud was the voice of the tom-
pest! butthe Lord was not therc! And
there came a consuming fire—licking up
the very dust—devouring every green
thing, and leaving nought but smouldering
ashies behind.  DBurning and hot was the
fire! but the Lord was not in that firo!
And behold f'there came an ecarthquake,
deep rumblng inthe bowels of the earth,
The lofty peaks of the perpetual hills did
bow, and the firm foundations of the ever-
lasting mountains did tremble! ‘The solid
rocks were rent asunder, and tho earth
heaved as the billows of tho ocean lashed by
the storm. Old Horeb’s turrets reeled
and trembled asa ‘reed shaken by the
wind. Grend and awful was the carth-
quake! but God was not there! The

hushed and silent. And lo! there came
a still small voice,softly und gently stealing
ovor the senses, like the music of lolier
spheres, or the the far distant harps of
angels in the-paradise of God. It was the
gentleness-of heaven, t'e barmlessness of
the peaceful dove. And God, in silent
power, was in that voice !

Hercis an emblem of the spirit of Gol
as cofrasted witi1thespirit of man, 1t i,
the cpitit of the gospe!, exhihited d'mly,
thep, bt clenly afterwards in Chrst —
Need I ask whichof't ¢ aep’risthe Jap
tr'ne of ealless raise=y mast reser Wt
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the elements, in the fury «f t' 2 G50 oL
the throes and convulsions ol thc ¢~ .
quuke, and the burning wesod 7 .ps ol e
fire. Its cornpr stone is Vo wup .o e
| corrapt principle of renderiry: ¢y 1 revdl
i
{
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whom s'nris ol passion rire, aud W accne-
ry is such as homnnity Vidinks £oomin dis-
may.  Jtst10,:'0 coramage with the sjurit
of grim devils andir fuzlate fieuds of durk
ness.

! damned, anlinthe miltcf t e grorsn

0

carthquake passed; and the elements were.

Nay, forit comes in thenniee and dia ¢

cursing for carfnz. Np esenw o Guld o |

It delights in the yells of the!

my specch shall disil hlo tho dew, asthej

) A suffering milliows is « wol' jlowcdt i
small rain upon the tender herb, nd as th v Sy orns 11 MARS IS v o ety dear

propriate toxt from which to deliver a dis-
course in relation to tho cammon charges
against Umwversalism and its advocates.
We say, “ Newher can our enemies prove
the things whereof they accuse us.”

It is common—too common—for ol
opposing parties, political, social, or religi-
ous, to misrepresent cach other’s views und
practices ; — sometimes  intentionally ;
sometimes not.  Moro especially, the many
slander the fet—those whose sentiments
are not generally khown and understood,
are looked upon as innovations. ‘Thus an
impression against such sentiments is made
upon narrow minds—those who esteom
every thing new o them, to be untrue,
necessarily. We and ourFaith suffer in this
manner, more than from any other cause.

I propose, therefore, to notice in detail
some of the false charges against us, and
misrepresentations of our doctrines ; of
course, for the benefit of those who are not
familiar with cur peculior views. Let the
people*t come.and see” hear for thomsel-
ves ; end not trust incommon rumor—
hearsay, especially of our enemies ; for
those who commonly oppose Universalism
never represent our views as we hold
them. Ilence the pecessity of occasion-
ally delivering a discourse like the-present.

1. They bring the broad charge against:
us, thatwe are Zufidels, and that Univer-
salism is 1afidelity.

In the first place, let us enquire, What
is meant Ly the term, Infidel? for- that
word is often used in loose, indefinite, im-
proper sense. It is“meant that we are
Atheists.? Nohedy would be o bold.asto
affirme so palpable a fulsehood.

The proper and usual meaning of Infi-
del is, a Daist—an unbeliever, or rather o
disbelieverin the Scriptures as a divine ro-
velation, and in Jesus Christ 23 the Rivie-
Iy commissioned Saviour.

Well, aro we Infidele, ".<thissonse ? I

' hardly need say, Noj for the system of
T niversalisin necessarily e.braces faith in
“the Word of God,in Jesus the Messiah,
and the future immortal Life. This
Zaith is absalutely essential to tno systen.
¥, then, in no proper sense are we Infiv
dels——and Universatism is not Infidelity.

Bot in ono scnse, we are lofidels ; but
amig 12 such a rense asthe Suviour and the
A v-tles wese lofidel Wo do disbeliove -
<3m tungs that PantinlisisLelieve, and re.
1e2t their asorporialion of onse portions of
the Bille. 2% r¢fuic they cull us Infidets,
What 1« wble presumption and  arro-
gance '— e if p dnterent-system from theirs
. must be bufilolity, aad jnstify them.in vang
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“Crocify bim! crucify him?' The crown of

'showers upon-the grass.”’

Here then you sco an emblem of that
gentle and peaceful spint, which breathes
from the doctrine of God at all times, aad
through all generations.  And although in
the law, as it is called, there aro instances
recorded which would scem to breathen
different spirit, vet, itshould be remembor-
ed, that the.Jewish goveramont was a
‘Theacracy. God was to that people, not

adeeper groxn I, voieeis tovu s dy Suppese ve seturn the compliment. ss
war ; and its very Jangmage. even wowait w: 11y do, a-d say, Thorare Iniideis
comes from 3ho pulpity i sachas 3 i bear | They do 1 Leieve wiet we do—they
inthe deas of icigaity il hells of de.ra 1 ect tho gres’, wiatral, o8t sublime doc.
vity on earth, when “iice swagge s in tnae of the Bile, Lo wit; MatdensCurnist
gulty riot,” and bacchanabans jollute the | is ¢ tho Saviour of T48  Woanp™—thnt ail
midneght a’c with blasphem esnzanit God, Hy Le puriii - be wnade
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, o7 shall final

In Hoaven’s nama 1 ak. on~¢ mure Is righteoas, reconciled ts. G, and saved.
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this the Sp'rit of Christ? Nay ;but it Is nut 3 denial of this, Infidelity !

t
Vanti-Chaist in @ its featares.  The g ~pel, 2. We arc charged 'with denying the

! comos notinthe wind, and tho fire, and ts2 | Ditia.y of the Son of Gad,

errthquake, but in the stlt sl vo'ce that' e do not deny his -Disinivag rbut his
speaks of lovo and mercy. Ttcomesdown iy, It is tras that we do notbel eve
m“‘l the 80“‘!2 51"““"*‘"’?0"\ ‘,".“’ "'dm}'; that the San o God s Gnd 3 but wo b
?:f:;‘- m}Id ‘r;_";}:"‘“‘gl"t’;:;’;" ;"';“\“’t :‘3032‘1 lieve in tho Divinity of his mission, tho
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JB“}"’M in %xim. that spirt of deathless Lsc, ! tlz)c;‘\,:::?u (igi'::nZi:; g;?ﬁ,};s]so::?%!;;;l:ﬁf
:}": 1’“3‘°jfh(;’l.nut “’mi‘" g;‘d]'ég‘-‘}‘\m." :" ‘ :‘mgx:ned with the Holyf.\]:‘-xrit, tab&ll(m;:.

W0 way ol-geing good 3 t: an 1 Jgdge. and Saviour of all men, In the
embracothe cmssgf‘“ cupsakes ; that pray | ian;i.u;:a of n Sacred Writer, wosag * o
ed for muzderers thero ;3 and whenever, o g hore 1v Oxa Gop“—not:a ity of
\;{xere»:er you find ‘}f‘J 400“‘"1{0 °l’5°5‘3'_1 $o\ Porsens, “Father, Son, and Haly Sparit,”
this spird, 581- i fiti“}?' ;}5 a “‘C‘v Clmt '; 13} form ng the Godhead 3 hut; * 1o us tierc s
uot truo, Qut with it from the Chureh 5§ Que God, xnx patnzr.” whom,.only, wes
ithas no busisesgtaerc. . Quywith it from f are required 1o religious’ “wozship,’s ~

only a mawal governor, bat a civil and|
political king. = He gave to them, not)
merely religious principles, bLut  civil
laits, suited to their wants and’circum-
slancez. Henco, itis amost perhicious
‘mistako, to con‘ound these temporal laws,
which were made for an igncrant and bar-
Jarous people, angd designedgo Temain but
“for n season; with tha eternal-principles of |
spel grace and trath, A3 great a mis-
take ws it would be, to proelaim a municipal
inw’of one city as a universal Jaw of na-~
2ions,  Thofact seomsto baoverleoked by
the advocates of the: Taw,-that this Jaw was.
“ temporal affair ig its letter, designed fon

4 spirit of kindness winzh conld notbo overcoms
ofevil.  Andwhen harsked for drink, and they
gave him vinogarand zall, svenin the agnnies
of death, he_lified big woico and prayed for his
murderers, ** Fathor fargwve tham for they kuow
uot what they do.”” end ko bowed his head and
died. O!ye who would hyprt nad destray, and
aanthemiso and corss oro zanther; look hituer
2ud-jeatn merey ofJorus, and seo hare tho spirit
of thegoapel of ‘Chriss

Beho!d the blested Savior standing upon the
maunt pouringout histears over the wobs of that.
sity where -his onemigs wern oven then tzking
sgzaschstolostroy bint. Behold bida.opon thd




