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“The Canadian Government hag-
gled over five millions of dollars
when Newfoundland proposed to
enter Confederation in g5, and
that one little Bell Island is worth
{wenty millions of dollars!” Such
was the remark made by one large
capitalist to another, as the mag-
nates of a great syndicate were re-
turning from an inspection of the
most wonderful iron mine in the
world. the Wabana Mine, on Bell
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BELL ISLE,

NEWFOUNDLAND.

Isle, Newfoundland. And the re-
mark illustrates, as it was in-
tended to do, the shortsighted-
ness of the Canadian Gov-
ernment of that day, which
missed the opportunity of get-
ting the ancient colony into Con-
federation, because of their re-
fusal to concede the narrow margin
of five millions of dollars between
their offer to Newfoundland, and
that country's estimate of her ab-
solute minimum requirement. It
also emphasizes, as it was intended



