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who was then tending his father’s sheep
somewhere in the neighbourhood, king of
Isracl, and afier his retgn it was called the
city of David.  But Bethlehem owes its
everlasting renown to its having been the
birth-place of our Saviour.

QOverhanging the plain on the eastern
brow is the convent, consisting of a large
pile of buildings, the pringipal of which is
the chrch of the oativity. It requires a
Jarge amennt of fuith to receive the tradi-
tion whichk declares this church to be built
over the grotto or stable in wkich our Sa-
viour was bote.  And it is undoubtedly a
pity when there is so much to interest one
in the unchangeable features of the caun-
try, and in the associations which belong
rather to di~tricts or to towns and vilinges,
that a hale has been attached to particular
spots upon grouuds so slender as to be open
te ever renewed diseussion.  The ignorant
devatee may be casily imposed upon by
these pious frauds, and they may serve to
fan his refigious enthusiasm, but they are
not honaurable to the Christian religion,
and they are most mortifving to any
one who visits Palestine for instruc-
tion towards the better understanding
of God's Word, and who secks to be-
come arguainted with realitics rather
thasw with fictions,  The tradition marking
the spot of our Saviour’s birth is however
very ancient, and the Church of the Nativ-
ity was erected by the Empress Helena,
the mother of Constantine, Ilere, toa,
Jerame tonk up his abodg and prepared
his translation of the Bible—the Vulgate.
His torub is shown, and above it there is
a postrait of tbe great father resting upon
a Jion.

The building s grey with age, and is
heavy and massive, but it hias no architee-
tural beaaty, and, hke all the holy places
in Palestine, is throngh the jealousy of
Christian sects getting sadly out of repair.
In the interior some good Uorinthian col-
ums adorn iis nave, and we may yet {race
the outlines of some designs in Mosaic on
its walls and roof, bat the Zout casemdle is
palry.

The voad from Bethlehem to Hebron
parses over 2 broken country, presenting
fow arks of cultivationy on our right was
Beit-Jaler with its large Church and Con-
vent,and which is believed o be the an
cient Zelzah of 1 Sam. ix. 10, and in
about an hour we reached El-Burah on the
poots of Salemon.

These temarkable ruins, which are be-
Yieves] to be the pools of Solouien, consist
of theee lazge reservoirs of tanks, clevated
one above another, xud some hundred fect
long by rather aless breadth,  They are
situznted between twe hifls and arve fed by
a stream that rises in the neizghbourhood
and cmpiics sell into them by a small
canz! cut in the rack. Though still in ex-
celleat preservalivn, they are andoubtedly
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of greal antiguity. We do not indeed
find any dircet mention of them in the
Bible, but Josephus tells us that Solomon
kad gardeus and fountains at Etham near
Betixihem, i which he tovk great delight
and frequently visited, attended by the
retinue of bis “ gold-powdered servamts.'”
PThis Etham is Urtas in the tower valley,
still a tuaumant spot.  And there is a pas-
sage in Ecclesiastes, where, if the allusion is
nat divect, the language is at least quite
applicabile, *T made me gardens and or-
chards, and T planted trees in them of all
kinds of fraits. 1 ma-e mre pools of water,
to water therewith the wood that bringeth
forth trees.™t

These poals were evideniiy intended to
supply Jerusalem with water by an aque-
duet which went round by Bethichem and
the upper pool of Gihon, and was probably
connected with the temple and the peol of
Bethesda.  Bethlchem is st supplicd
with water by this wmeans, and there are
traces of such an aqueduct near Jerusatem.
These pools are objects of great interesi,
whatever be their origin, and are very in-
teresting {rom their sitaation, and as spee-
imens of the ingenuity and art of the
aacient Jews,

From this place we agninentered a hilly
and rugged country.  The hidls are covered
with the arbutus aud other small shrubs,
intermingled with & vanety of gay flowers,
among which the scarlel anemone, wild
tulip, and that commonly known as the
star of Bethlehen are in the greatest pro-
fusion. Oceasionnily we passed n plot of
cultivated ground, but generally the coun-
try is stestle and rucky ; the mountain sides
however do sometimes show marks of an-
cient terrares.

In about three hours we passed the rains
Ramet-cl-Khubl, which are believed by
some to mark the site of the ancient Ra-
wah, the birth-ptace, residence and bunial
place of Samuels and this is not improba.
ble, and accords better with the Seripture
narrative than aay of the other 7 places
which are claimants for the same honour.
Beyond this the valley becomes mose fertile,
and we shortly entered the valley of Esheal,
ane of the nchest spots in all Palestine.
The path, which i« now much broken, fol-
faws the course of an old Roman road, and
conducts between sleping hills and rounded
hitlocks caverad with orchards of olives
and pomegmnates, or with vineyards jua
bursting into eaf, and with abundant crops
of corn.

Somewhere here the spies sent by Moses
must have come, and gathered the cluster
of grapes which they bore back to the
camp as a foretaste of the land flowing
with itk and honey, which God had prom-
iced; ] =nd here teo, or in the imme-
diate vieiniiy, dwelt tha drezded sonc of
Anak, befors whom the conmage of the
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Tsraclites gavo way, and they withdrew,
forgetful of him who had led them through
dangers ug great, and had wrought many
miacles in their behalf; therefore did
they loso the blessed lend, and cutered not
into the rest that remained for thew ¥

These vineyards, besides being invested
with an historieal interest, also serve strik-
ingly to ilustrate severn! passages of Scrip-
tare, asof the Song of Solomon, but espec-
tally the parables of our Lord, and that
where “there was a certain houscholder
who planted a vineyard. and set a wall
about it, and digged a winepress, and built
atower” So the vineyards of Esheol have
their stone walls, aud their towers in the
corners ; and thera too is the fig-tree in
the vinevard. Besides the repeated images
which are drawn from the vine and vine-
yard, five of our Lords parables have also
relation to them, no doubt having been
sugeested by what has ever been one of
tho peculiar {eatures of Palestine.

This district is well watered, and from
the foot of every hilt a small stream gushes
out, giving to the fickds and gardens a
wonderful Juxuriance.

The sun was fast sinking behind the
western hills when we encamped at the foot
of Beth-Arbatm, over against the town of
Hebron.,  As it was too Jafe to enter the
town that evening, we climbed to the top
of the hill behind our tents, snd wandered
for a little upon its bleak and selitary
height. Tt was one of these evenings so
soft and balmy when the mind is woucd
to quict and sweet meditation, and the
scenp beforc us was such as carried the
fancy back to other davs. Here Abraham
dwelt, and often were these hill-sides and
the fittle plain helow speckied with tho
flocks of the Chaldenn shepherd ; here boo,
a« he sut “in the teat-door in the heat of
the day,”" the Lord appeared nnto him,
and, after having given to him the promise
of ason, told hun also of the destruction
that was about 10 overtake the cities of
the plain, and, when Abrakam rose next
moraing, as he loaked in that direction, “lo,
the smoke of the enuntry went vp as the
smoke of a futasce't Along that valley
of Bsheol too Abrmham rmust have jour
nesed when he went up from Beershieba
Lo affer his son laaac on Morirh. At He-
bron Karah died, and Abmbam bought
from Ephvon, the 1littite, n passession for
a butial-place, and in the cave of Mach-
pelah was Samh  buried, i and there
Abmbam himself, § and there Isanc, §
and Rebeksh, and lexh, and there too
Jacoh®  Hcbron was captured be Joshua
from ihe deacendants of Anak, and was
ever afterwards close”  ~onnected with the
history of the Jews, an. .ndecd continued
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