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“OVER THE RIVER.”

OvER tho river they beckon 19 me—

Loved ones who've crossed to tho further side;
Thc gleam of the snuwy robes I see,

But their voits ure jumucd by the rustung tide.
There’s ona with ringlets of sunuy gold,

And eyes, the retiection of heaven’s own bluo ;
Ho crossed in the twilight, gray and cold,

And the pale nust ad ham trom mortal view.
Wo saw nut the angels that et wim thero,

The gate of the dity we cuuld not see ,—
Qver the river, over the river,

My brother stands waiting to welcome me !

Over the river the buatien pale
Carried anvthar—the Lousdhiold ot
Her brown curls waved in the gentle wale—
Darling Minme ! I see her ve
Sho crossed on her busom ber dunpled hands,
And fuarlesl, enterad the plasiom bark
We watched it glide from the <ilver sands,
And al) our sunshing grew strangely dark.
We Kuow she 1s safe on the further side,
Where i the ransumed and angels e ;
Orcer the river, the myatic naer,
My childhood’s idol is waiting for mc.

For None return fromn those quict shores

Who cross with the boatmen cold and pale ;
Wo hear the dups of tas golden vars,
“ AnQeatel a gleam (f the snuwy sail,—
And lot they have paserd from our yearning hearts ;

They cross the strenm and are gone for ayo ;
We may not sunder the verl apan

That Ludes trum e vi suns L gates of day.
We ouly Lnow that their harks no more

May gail with ux o’er life's stormy sea,
Yet somewhere, 1 kuow, on the uuscen shore,

‘They wateh, and Leckon, and wait tor me

And Tsit and think when the sunset’s gold
Is flushinyg river and hill and shore,
I shall gne day stand by the water cold,
And list for the sound of the boatmen’s oar,
I shall watel for a glean of the flapping sail |
I siadt hear the boat ns it guins the strand
1 shall pass from sight with the boaimen pale
X0 the better shore of the svirit land.
I sball know the luved who have gone hefure,
And joyiully sweet will the meeting be,
When over the river, the peacetul river,
The angel of Death skall carzy me.
Iacligious ziscetlanp.
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¢ NOVELTIES" IN DIVINE SKRVICEL.
Tarre can be 10 greater mistake than to sop-
pose that renovation is innovation, or that restora-
tioas aro povelties ; aud when such a misapprehen-
sion of the foct, such a perversion of the principle,
10 any course of uction which would effcet improve-
nent in the things of God and in the ordinances of
His Church, is citker from ignorance or prejudice
cpcouraged or persisted in, it must needs be that
more or Jess of mischief is done in the most sasred
of all caures. In the Christian religion, abote all
things, there is to Le no yearning after what is nevw,
what is strange, what is peculiar.  Wo are to hold
JSast therein, nue enly the ** form of gound wurds,”
but the accredited method of using it.  We are nut
to be driven about by every wind cither of doctrine
or of devotion. In one, as in the other, we are to
give heed to tho declaration of the Propbet, when
bho says—** Thus saith the Lord, Stand ye in the
%ays, and sec and ask for the old paths, where is
the good wey, and walk therein, and ye shall find
rest unto your souls.”  Such a divine precept as
this 13 utterly opposed to all innovation—taking
this word as signifying change 0 be effected by the
introduction of novelties. The maxim of an English
woralist will hold good equally in sacred as in secu-
har_thivgs, whon be affirms, that * a spirit of inno-
vation is generally tho result of a sclfish temper and
confined views,” since it shows that ** people will
not look forward to posterity, who will not look
bagkward to their eucestors.”” It arises not only

-

from o habit of misapprehiending and migjudging,
but often from the provalenco of that selfconcuit
which is overse to discerning, or, at leust, acknow-
ledging the real motives of action. And hence
comes 1t to pass that there aro 50 many ¥ whom it
hag but too truly been said, that they ** roverse
both the principlo and the practice of the Apostle—
thoy bocowe all things to all men, uot to save oth-
ers, but themselves : nnd they try all things only to
bold fast thut which is bad.”

Certainly it is a inudablo thing, 28 far as it goes,
to bave, for instance, even a traditionary respect for
our Prayer Buok and for the order of Services
therein, wbich bas so long been in use in tho Re-
formed Catholic Church frum which wo bave dorived
it. But thon tLis respeos must not resolve itself
jute a blind prejulice, or childish partiality, but
must bo sumcthiog rational aond intelligible. It
must be something of sound principle, not of mero
predilection--a fucling that has regard to the sacred
significancy, the religivus integnity of such an ob-
jeet.  Tts traditionary character tuo, must be some-
thing, as it were, ab initio—not anything that may
have sprung up at sume modern, some degenerato
day,when the uriginal design may havebuen lost sight
of, ur when the wholo scopo and object may have
gathered an irregularity, and much of its primitive
iustitution may bave Lewn worn away-  That such
liza been the vaso with maci in the Catholie Church,
there is unly tuw sbundant bistorical  testimony to
shuw.  Even ows post-reformation history abounds
with evidence to the fact, that, in the words of one
of the closust obsurvers of men and  manuers, and
whuse immortzl records of the same are seldom at
fault, ** there was so great fever in goodness, that
the dissclution of it hud to curo it ; that novelty
was unly in request ; and that it was dangerous to
Laaged in woy kind of course,”’~—for it was a tine,
as'he juaintly adds, when * thero was scarce truth
cnougl: zlive to make socicties secure ; but security
cuvoga to make fellowskips accursed ; and much
upon this riddie, teo, puzzing the wisdum even of
the world.”” TLis, then, were assuredly a time of
innusativn.
portrayer of human nuture we have just quoted
declures—

“ New castoms,

Though they W never so ridiculous,
Nuy, ¥t them be unmanly, yet are followed.”

And sinze it was in religion that such noveltics
and eccentricities most of all prevailed, and per-
haps more remarkable than anyihing  else—and e
have but to study the rise and progress of Puritan-
ism to be convinced of this—it certainly behoves us,
as Catholic Churchmen, to be careful that we do
not derive our traditionary fecling from 2o unhappy,
S0 misciiovous an era as that.  And yet was it in
such puritanic timee to which the origin of the pre-
sent tvo comtmon misuse of our Prayer Book may
be distinetly traced.  The cold crastianisin, the
heartless worldliness of tho times which supervened,
had their blighting influcnces 2lso upon the Catholic
rituahism which our Liturgy was so well designed to
iliusirate and enforce.  The two most clearly com-
bined to introduce and to perpetvate a mode of
performing the Divine Services therein contained,
which has done much, unbhappily, to estabiish for-
mality and indevetion in our congregations ; acd
surely, therefore, any ratinnal and pious cffurt to
remedy such a state of things can never deserve to
be called, as they sometimes are, novel devices.
May we not, indeed, cast back the imputation of
novelty upen those wko, under such circumstances,
so unreasonably seek to fix it upon ourselves?
Why, to introduco koccling on their knees in pray-
er, a8 the rule, in many a congregation, would, upon
such principle, be a novelty. " Aod so would itb,
to sing insteud of reading the Songs of the Chur sk,
Yet which is the right way? The one that is the
so called novelty, most undoubtedly. Very riarrow
limits to the notion of autiquity do thr:y ass;en, who
would limit it, or the traditionary respect which they
attach t0 it, to so comparatively brief a period, for
instance, as that of tho cxistence of onr lpanch of
the Catholic Church.

What wo want, is a more general practical know-
ledge, and practical application of tho pripciples of
our admirable and vezerable Book of Common

It wasa time when, as the samo great |

Prayor. And certainly it can never bo coosistent
with thoso principles to make the performance of tho
golemn Services it sota forth for us, the affair of cold
dry, undevotional reading or preaching throughout,
that they aro now-a-days so commonly made ; any
moro than it can bo to divest them of the rrverent
ceremnonies which so properly attach theroto. These
very coremonies woro n]{) “ of godly intent and pur-
pose devised ;" and we bave %aen taught—or we
ought to bo—to observe them,** as well for a decont
order in the Church, as becauso thoy portain to edi-
fication, whereunto all things done in the Churoh
(as the Apostle teachoth) ought to bo referred.”
If, then, they havo failen into disuso—or any of
them—threagh ignorance, or projudice, or pervorse-
ness, or self-will, surely the restoration oven of such
*hings can never with truth or proprioty be stigraati-
zed ¢S innovation. There is aclass of men, wo
know, inside as v.ell as outside the pale of the
Churoh, without thoughr, :ithout knowledgo, with-
out reverence, without stabiity, without self disci-
pline, who not orly care fur nono of these things,
but dislike and d«nounce chem. And the world js
naturally ranged against such sacred ceremonies, if
only for tho reason that they really io ¢ pei‘ain to
edification”- —an edification which tho gud of this
world must of necessity regard with aversion and
with dread. So likewiso with thy 1 le of saying
the Services themaclves.  Thuy are to bo performed
as our * daily sucrifice of praise and thanksgiving,”
as well os our constant utterance of prayer and sup-
plication. In one plaze they reruire us to stand
up, in anather to kneel duwn, in another to bow
the head.  And we are all of us, severally, toen-
gage in this way, in the worship +f Ged. = We do
not go to lounge and listen, hut to think and act.
The prayers are not 2o be didacticuly read o us,
but roverently offered up to God.  And our bearts
are to be carnestly oceupied therein,—cver remem-
bering, that ** God is a spirit, and they that worship
Hiw must worship Him in spirit and in truth.”
Yet to cfieet ail this, in many a cungregation, must
it et neeessitate what, upon the plea set up, would
bave to be caller. innovation and novelly ?

In a word. our Church Services, zuod our indivi:
dual ioterest and participation therein, whatever
imputation of having recourse to novel devices we
may incur, must be what the judicious Heolker do-
scribes Divine Service in geueral to be, when he
says,—¢ ‘Chat which inwardly each man should be,
the Church outwardly ough: to testify.” .\od
thercfore the duties of our religion which are seen
must be such as that affection which is unseen ought
to be. Signs must resemble the things they sigmfy.
If religion "bear the greatest sway in our hearts, our
outwzrd religious duties must show it as far as tho
Charch hath outward ability. Dutics of religion
performed by whole sceieties of men, ought to have
in them aceording to our power a sensible excel-
lezey, correspondent to the majesty of Him whom
wo worship.  Yea, then are the public duties of
religion best ordered, when the militan: Chureh
doth resemble by sensible means, as it may in such
cases, that hidden dignity und glory wherewith the
Chaurch triumphant in heaven is beautified."—N. ¥,
Churchman.
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Tue Asesicax Camnonie Cuoren.—We aro
gratified to Gnd that sv wdaential a2 publication as
the Churesi Revicw, has at length taken up the po~
sition we have so ufien contended for, as to tho
true claracter of the Chareh, and of the desigoa-
tion which it ought, by nght, to possess,—that,
na,nely, of the <lmerican Catholic Churck. We
Tave a lively remembrance of the outery that was
raised against us, some two or three years ago, for
having taken this grsund in the Churchman.—
Time, however, works wonders. We have always,
it will bo Tememtered, objected to the titl: inflicted
upon ths Oharch, as thas of ** Protestan. Dpisco-
pal.” and the mention of this objection has, on
several oceasions, cxposed us to rebuke and to ob-
loquy—ouz own Protestantisin having beon on such
occasions moro than questioned. Tho Church Re-
view, atJast, liko ourselves, has taken the bull by:
tho horus;, and we rejoice to record it. ** The
. question comes up at osce,” says our ablo contem-
porary, “‘and who aro we, priesthood and laity,
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