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THE SAVIOUI'S RIRTH IN BETHLEHEM

Hatr, giceed moral

‘Vhat spring, or winter drear,

Or autumn’s golden car,

Didst with thy heam adorn
When, of the Hebrew ateid,

The Sox or Gop was born,

And in a manger Inid

—"Then that prophetie star,
Athwart the hewen divine,

Did on tho Magi ehine,

In castern lunds atar.

And hark ¢ on Brthiciem's plain,
That blessed jubilee,

‘That charmed each shephend swain,
Toud as tle aweliing mnin ;
Heaven’s highest minstrelsy !

For angels brizht and holy,
Through thes mid air descending.
Did purge the night's dark woinb,
Qf oll her ithecne gloom,

And shadows mulancholy,
‘Lheir light and taeic Lleading,
“ Yo miduicht v whoe, hait!”
That tend ¥ ~: ..o shoay,
And conscless Vigds keep,

Jast ravening buasts assail,
While all wankind do slocp,
Fear not—to you wo bring,
From heaven's ctornal king,
‘The wondrous joiful story:
Tor cven now is born,

(This long cx}»«lod morn,)
‘Tho Prince, of lizht and glory?
And Satan’s reiu is ending,
Behold the tend descending
From von acrial throne!

His power and kingdom gone;
And lost his victory.—

‘To David’s city haste,

Tho sladows now are fiying,
The teeper gloom is chased,
Fron oft' the mountnins wi'l,
Go! find the holy child,

In bumble manger Iring.”

So spake tho voice divinc,

Tho car with rapturc beading,
While heavenly choirs attending,
‘Lheir harmuny combine:

“ Glory to God most high;

O’er curth let peace and lovo
‘Their baliny pinions move:

Bid human tesrs bo dry 5

All silent i3 heaven’s thuader,
And God it reconciled,

I'hrough thd blest vingin's child;
Y.t men and angels wonder!”
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. ADULT DApTISM.®

A second part of the preparation s faith, corre-
sponding with our knowledge. Delief auwd Baptisin
had been coupled in the promise of our Saviour.
When tho Ethiopian asked, ** What doth hinder me
to bo baptised ¥ Philip auswered, ** If thou believest
with all thy heart, thou mayest.” ** I believe.” ho
auswered, * that Jesus Christ is the Son of God ;"
zad in this faith he went down into the water. When
tho Samaritans * believed Philip, preaching the
things concerning tho kingdetn of God and the namo
of Josus Christ, they wero baptized, both men and
women ;™ and Simon tho sorcerer ** himself believed
also and was baptized.” ** Believe in the Lond Jesus
Christ, and thou shalt, be saved, and thy_ i_muae.”
was tho prumiso of Paul and Silas to tho jailor be-
fore bis baptism. The very administration in the
pamg of tho Father, and of the Son, and of
the Holy Ghost, cxpresses and exacts beliof in tho
Croator, Redeomer, and Sanctifier. Kvery Church

v (Concluded from kast wedk:)

seenrdingly yeqoires before baptism some distinet !
professiun of Christian Laliel, But what, 1eu may
sk, is the kind of belief which is mauired ¥ Theve |
i+ 0 belicf which overeomes the warld, which proves |
itself by its works, which jnstifies, whicl saves
and thers ix a belief which morely asscnts to the fants
of teligion.  The former you vre afraid to profess 5
the lnrter you certainly car avow.  No e.cact detin.
tivng und descriptions aro huere givenus by the Smip-
tures.  Thoy epeak n langusgs which is & by con-
strued by common sense and earnest feeling,  To |
commnon sense and earnest feeling it is plain that it
eannot wid the sulvation of abad wan that ho butieses
certain cvents to have occurred, which have no in-
fluence ovor his e nduct and character. It is just as
plair that when the simple propositim is uttered,
*¢ If thou believest with uld thy lieart thou mayest,”
nothing more is meent thao a simple, cntive, hearty
acceptance of tho truth which has been announeed
and understood. No Enare i3 laid for the feet of the |
inquirer. No aystical mening hides itself feom
him at the very threshold of Chrisanity. Tho bo-
lief which is required bLefore baptisn is an honest
relianco of the wind and heart upon the truth of the
rospel, upon the truth of tho proclamation, ** that
U(])d was in Christ, reconciling the world unto hii-
seltt’

When the Apostle Paul, ia those very words, Jdo-
clared the Gospel, and immudistely, a3 an nmbassa-
dor of Christ, prayud Liz readers <* 1o be reconciled
to God,” lio expressed thus the thicd requisition. It !
is that which remuins on ow part tewards perfect
reconciliatica, when every b . Iranco on the port of
our Maker and his law hus L on removed. Tt i3 re-
pentance ; and repentance is the ebauge of the mind
and heart from following ¢in 0 reneuncing sin.  In
such ag act the whala nivgfietas and the action is
simple, intelligitle, reusonuble, and our conxience
beara witness, as if with ten thousand voires, that it
is just, right, and necessary. Without ruch a resolvo
agaiast gin, we perfectly feel and kuow that sin can
nover be washed away.  Men cut to the heart in-
quired of Peter and the other apastles, *¢ What shall
wo do ¥** and Lcter said unto them, * Repent, and be
baptized, overy ono of you, iu the name of Jesus
Christ, for tho remission of sins.””  They wers not
encouraged to linger till they could bring forth fruits
meet for repentance. They were baptized, that, their
goilt being blotted out, they wnight reosive tho gift
of the Holy Ghost, and be froitful in goml works,
unto Jife eternal. Itis, in fact, impossible to be
poised equally between two sides in that great eons
test which, in this world, and in our very hearts, is
carried on between God and his enemies and ours,
We are against him, or on his side; and wien we
lay down the weapouns of our rebellion, we becoma
at once his servants.  He who is not preparcd to re-
nounee, for tho remuizder of bis daygs, the servieo
of the world, the flegh, and the devil ; he who has
not determined that by God’s help, he will walk, to
the end of bis days, in the way of God’s command-
ments ; he cortainly has no repentance, and must
not come to the baptismnl waters.  But be who,
after a faithful examination of his heart, feels that
bis choico is made, thould not ask to tarry till he
has further proef of the reality of his penitence.
1o can have no proof which will not leave it open
to bim to suspect himself, whenever its dilligence
in making his calling and election sure shall decline,
1Ie can havo no procf which will sceure him against
tho utter disappointment of all his hope at last, if
Le shall hereafter turs back into perdition.

Such is the preparation for adult hoptism; such
knowledge, such faith, such repentance.  The neces.
sary koowledge is certainly yours  If you have
begun to inquire with earnestness whother ysu also
possess the necessary faith and repentance, you must
be in one of threo states of mind ; either persuxded
~~I dv not say, assured—that you have them; or
persuaded that you have them not; or quite in un-
certainty. If you ure quito in uncertainty, that un.
certainty onght now to have an end.  For, you have
only 10 push the inquiry with sincerity and steadfast-
ness a little longer, and you will reach a degreo of
certainty which is snfficient to ghvarn yaur condart.
The balance will hang on ono side or on the oihier,
decidedly. s
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What, then, if you are persuaded, ¥gh

rusdod, that yon haye not from your e
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UChrist as your Lord, aud s pospel ax your hope,
wnd ure ot prepared to promise, n the srenath of
tind, renuaviation of sin, ud clwdienes to his com.
mandwents T It then remains for von to determine
whethor thisshall longor be ro; whather vou  will
turn, and go on your way, without hopo and without
Gad, and live a little bonger witheut the felloxy<hip
of the Church on carth, Jiable 1 bhear, ot auy  day,
th st summons which, finding you thus, must ghue
sou out from tha fellowship of tis Caunsch m beaven.
Su it uced uat Lo, for if thers "o trath in the Gospel

. you can obtain, without moncy ana wihout price,

that fur want of whbich your roul 1+ perishing.
* Whessever will, let him 1ake of thy water of Jife
freely.”

If, on the contrary, you are porsuaded, reazonnbly
persumded, that with tho heart you believe and trust
in tho Itedemer of mankind, and that from tho heart
you renouncs Satan and sin, your way i3 av plin as
that of Isracl on the berder ot the Rel ta " In e

. cloud and in the Sea they were bapiiz-d unto Mages,

Liko them ** go forward.””  You mun’ net hesitate
to advanee wherever the command of your Saviour,
Jike the pillar of the cloud, direts your way  No
falzs huwmility, vo real timinity, no wiilingness to be
tried by  lower standard than Ciat of the Chrixtian
professiun, 1o desiro 1o rise nbove the stund:=d by
which you are jadged amongst wmen, no kabt of de-
luying aets of serivus decivivn, must be permitted to
prevail. It iy, of eouese, casier t siund stll 3 to
ussume no respensibilitics s to encounter 0y publio
notiee ; to take up no cross ; ta te better than your
profession ; to de wore for religion than you have up-
uertaken, becauso you have undertaien nothing. It
is easier, it you have no gloving love of Christ~—if
your conscience can suffer yru to be at rest in the
negleet of his laws, and if you sttach uno precionsness
to the seals of hisoovenantacly . lruments of his
grace, or the fellewship of bis peoye.  But with you
1 have supposed it to bo otherwiz: ; m1ifit be other
wise, you will never be satisfied til, having believed,
you have been also baptized, for the service and o
the name of the Father, aud of the Son, and of the
oly Ghost. '

Not there, however, will you pauze. It would be
a dreadful error, to think of baptiz as a point which
oneo reached, was to be deewned the place of safety.
1t iz not the cud, so much as the beginning, of Chris-
tian soldsership. The race, the bustle, the business
of serving God, purifying the heart, and working out
salvation with fear ond trembling, . -ill fllows. ~ All
the Epistles of the New Testament, with all their
reproofs and exhortations, were written 10 baptized
persons. Baptism is but a step, though a mast so-
lemn and sacred one, upon the road, which leads
through dutics, ordinances, conflicts, temptaticas,
comforts, and defeats and triumphs, to glory, honor,
and inunortality.

When sou clearly perceive the duty of recciving
baptis, aad humbly trust ther you arc propared to
take it upon you, let me counsel your ta seek such
conference with your pastor 68 may tend to muko
your approach to the sacramental fold «f the Yord
Jesus most unhesitating, tranguil, and joyful. Inthe
admisistration and reception of baptism there should
be no abraptness.  Sume titne should be set apart
for special prayer, amd meditat™n, a3 the occasion
draws nigh.  Let some friends in whore Chiristian
sincerity aud fidelity you can have conti lence attend
you to the font, that you wmay bave companions on

your course who will not sze you depart lereafter |

from the safe snd narrow way, without fulfilling the
office of a faithful friend. Having cudeavoured 10
asssist you thus fur, uuthingis left for me butto
speak onco more, as Acania gpoke when the Lord
had sent him to onc who had just leen brought out
of darkncss into light, and who was to become a
glorious lcader in the ammy of belicvers, and to
bo welcomed 2s a good ond faithful servant toa
dazzling and everlasting erwa of righteousness.
** And now, why tartiest thon ? arise, and bo baptized
and wash away thy sins, calling on the name of the
Lord.”

MAX'S RKDEMPTION.

Recollect, Christian ! Ged thought fit Zo require
tho blood of his Son fur the redemptinn of our svuls,
These soulz must have been viry precwus fu the
gight of God, sinco ho redcemed them at a prise &0
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