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THE TRUE LENT.

Is this & fast. to keep,
The larder leane,
And clean,
From fit of veals and sheep ¢

I3 It t» quit tho dish
OF fleshr. yot still
To fill
Thoe Dlatter hiph with «3h?

Is it ¢o fastan houre,
Or rag'd togo,
Or show
A downcast look and soure ?

No, 'tis & Fast to dolo
Tby sheaf of wheat,
And aoat,

Unto the bungry soule.

1t 130 fast from strife,
Foom old devate,
And hwe e

To circumclse thy life.

Toshow & hesrt grieforent,
To starve thy sin,
Nog big:
And that's 2o keep thy Zent.
—~3IERRICK.

" ‘Rellgious i tstellany.
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SUNDAY BEFORE BASTER.
CHRIST'S ENTRANCE INTO JERUSALEN.
- % ™ And they brought the colt 10 Jesus, and cast tuoir
& pwoipeuts on b o and He sat upon him.” Mark xi.7.
w®  Our blessed Lord, five days before His passion,
B %7 saczt His disciples to 2 villago to borrow an ass, that
34380 mizht ride in trimmph to Jerusulem. Ho bad
g0 of Hisown ; but yet Ho, who was so dear to
=, could not want what was to supply His needs.
.3, in like manner, it may be, God hath laid up
pertion in the repasitories of other men, and
08 to furnish us from their granaties, and thut
Rir wardrobe shall clothe us. And if wo would
0 God leave to make provisions for us in the ways
is own choosing, and not estimato onr wants by
¢ tanper of restiving, being contented that God,
20y of His own ways, will minister it to us, we
find our cares cased, and our thankf ilness
3od, and all our moderate desires contentud, by
& gatisfaction of our needs.
¢ 304 now begins that great trinmph, in which the
!y Jesus was pleased 8 cxalt His office, and to
His person.  Ho rode, liko a poor man, upon
33, & beast of burdep aod the Yowest value, and
it wag not His own ; ond in that oquipsge He
B:ived the acclamatious doo to a mighty priace, to
. Son of the cternal King; tclling us that the
lness of furtano, and the radencas of oxterior
ilimeats, 2ro sometimes tho outsides of 8 great
#:y ; 2od that when God means to glorify or do
Bor Wa person, Ho noeds no help from “seeular
snlieg.
To bide: o vichos in renuntiation of the world,

sility ; 2ud Rictory 0 zrise frotn yiclding, and
o 10 be tie reward of bim that suffors all the hes-
=38 wen and dovile.  For Jesus, in this great
hility of His, gavo a great provf that Howas the
b=, end the King of Sion ; bocausa o other
s enlered lnfo thoso grates riding upoa an o,

selived ths bownr of * Hosannah,' in that un-
b0 opd eomtradiction of uneqeal clicumstances.
0 blognd Jesus kad nver bat txa days of tri-
¢ InHis life; thooue way on His transiouras
2o Mount Taber, the otber tis His riding

. oy great bonor bresk forth from tho clouds

joto the holy city, But~—that it may sppear bow
littlo wero His jogs and presont extarior complacen-
cies—in tho day of His tranzOzuration, Moscs and
Elias appeared to Him, telliug Him waat groat
things Ho was to suffor; and in this day of His nd-
ing {nto Jerusalow, Mo wot the palms with a dow
sweeter than the moistures upen Mount Herwon, or
the drops of maona. _ For, to allay tho litle warmth
of o springing joy, Ho lot down o shomer of teaw,
weeping over undone Jerusalo in tho day of His
tiumph : leaving it disputablo whether Ho felt
moro joy or sorrow 1n tho acts of lovo.  For Ho tri-
wophed to consider that the redomption of the world
was g0 near, snd wopt bitterly that mea would not
bo redeetned.  His joy was great to consider that
Himself was to suffer 50 great saduess for our good ;
and his sormw was very great to consider thut we
would not entertain that good that He brought and
Inid before us by His Passon. And thus Jesus—
like a rainbow, ﬁnlf madoe of tho glories of light and
half of the moistur of a cloud, half u'iumrh and
hialf sorrow—entered into that town, whera ho bad
dono much good to others, and to Himself received
notbing but affronts.  Yet His tenderncss increased
upon Him; and that very journey, which was
Christ’s last rolemu visit for their recovery, Ho dou-
bled all tho instruments of His mercy and their con-
version. He rode ju triumph; the children fang
Hosannah to Him; Ho cured mavy discased per
sons; Ho wopt for them, and pitied them, and sigh-
od out the intimations of a prayer, and stayed all
day thero looking about Him towards ovening; and
no man would invite Him home, but he was forced
w go to Bethany, where Ho was sure of an hospita-
blo entertainment. I think no Christian that reuds
this but will bo full of indiguation at the whole city ;
who, for malica or for fear, would not, or durst not,
receivo their Saviour into their housss.  And yet,
wo do worss ; for now that ho is bocome our Lerd,

with mightiex dcmonptrotions of His ctarnal power,
~o suffer Liato Jook round abont us for months and

yehr~ together, and possibly never catertain Him,
tilt our house is ready to rush upon our heads, and
we aro geing to unusual and stranger habitations.
And yet, in the midst of a populous and matinous
city, this grest King bad somo good suljects; i):lr-
sons that threw away their own garments and laid
them at the feet of our Lord ; that. being divested
of their own, they might be re-invested with a robe
of His righteousness, weariog thut il it were chang-
cd imo astole of glory.

But I consider that tho blessed Jesus had affee-
tiong, not less than infinite, towards all mankind;
snd Ho who wept upen Jerusalem—who had done
50 great despito to Hun, and within five days, were
to 811 up the measure of their iniguitics, and do an
act which all ages of the world could never repeatin
the samo instance—did also, in the number of His
tears, reckon our sins, as sad considerations and in-
centives of His sorrow.  And it would well become
us to consider what great ovil we do, when our 2e-
tivns are such as for which cur blessed Lord did
vcceii He who was scated ia the bosem of felicity -
yet Ho woistoned His feesh Jaurels upon the day of
his triumph with tears of lovo and bitter alloy. Bis
day of triemph was a day of sorrow ; and if wo would
weep for our siny, thatinstance of sorrow would be
a day of triamph and jobilce.—Jeremy Zaylor.
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TIE LAY ELEMINT OF THE CRURCIH,

T has boen too mneh the custom o pass by tho
laity, or treat them slightingly, in spiritasl thinge—
to consider tho Clergy, in fact, as constitating tho
Church—and if not to excluds the ity altogether
from ber cconomy, ot lexst to deny them any duo
place 1o her polity. Iu this country it is bappily, to
| cortain extent, o isc. The laity sro members
of our Cunventions, and they conpdituto pur Ves-
tries,—though in neither capacity, perhaps, ave they,
by right, permitted to exercio their judgmeat in

iritual things. We question, indeca, if any con.
stderable numbor of them aro eaflicicatly instructed
in the principlos of the Church, of which thoy yet

foes to bo members, to bo gualified to Qo s0 5 and
instances are too froquently occurring whire, =s
Vesirymen, they tako vpom themt to interfero with
thiogs which they do not nnderstand. Igmorante,
wo all koow, iv tho mather of prejudice; and they
 act ucder this infloenco very, misckiordasly in wany
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caxes, whore they have it in their pswora—very much
to tho cbstruction of improvements in Chunch ar
rangement, gud oven in tho performanco of Divina
Servico, and otherwiso to the hindrnes of thar Mi-
uwster’s uscfulness.  Tho Hiaister himeelf, bowaver,
may sometimes bo to blamo for this; for ho may
have taken no pairs to instruct bis congregation in
tho distinctive doctrines, ritunlisg, and dirciplico of
the Church—bestowed no care to mako them intelli-
goot and carnest Churchmen. And when it is re-
membored, that our ranks ace being continually aug:
mented by acccssions from tho various scets—~often,
thero is rerson to beliove, from more choice, rather
than from actual conviction—it i3 very wuch to be
rogretted that so little attention is év:id to the sub-
jeet of proctical and positivo Charch teaching.
Henco tho sccnes of incongruity, irrovorence, and
induvotion one witnesses in the Church’s congrega-
tions. ** Let us walk by the same rulo,”” &ays the
Apostle—*let us mind the same thing.” The
Church, in her ondinances, gocs upon this principle.
But in practice it i3 quite the roversa.  In curcon-
srogations wo seo them doing the very oppesito
thinge,—some feebly responding, othora pot respond-
ing at =1l ; sowe sitting when they ¢hould stard, as
in prais. ; others iounging whon they should kaeel,
as in prayer ; many standing, a8 thoy ought to do,
at the Doxology stter tho scrimon, others sitting and
holding down their heads, #s though they ignorantly
supposed it was & prayer, rather than an ascrigtion
of praise. Itis quite striking, szain, to seo how
many have lazily st and lounged away their time
when they ought to havo stoed np and joined in tho
Pralm or Hywa, who yet rise up, with one accord,
as though they bad got suddenly ashamed of their
indolence, at tho Gloria Patre which concludes it.
Now thess are not Churchlike—they ave most inde-
vout, not to say indecorous irregularities, and indi-
cate cithor an igaorance or 8 waywardness most dis-
roputable, in members of the Chured, jf they reslly

are such.
E
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The laity of the Church partake with the clergy
in her spiritual character. There are passages of
Seripturc in which all Cbrist's people, indeed, are
dosignated as Priests.  As, for example, where 8t.
Paul says, ** Ye also, as living stoncs, are Lailt up
«a spiritual house. an holy Priesthood, to cffier up
spiritnal sacrifices unto Gov.” And, again, ¢ Yo
are n chosen generatien, a royal Priesthcod, a holy
nation, a peculiar people.” But then it is the spiri-
tual character, let it be remembered, not the spiri-
tual office, which is meant ; for no such kinguage as
this, or any other language of Holy Seripture, i3 to
be perverted into an suthosity for the exercise of
spiritaal functions by the laity.  *¢ It would be most
wicked and presumptuous for a layman to take on
himself the endination of ancther, or the consceration
of the Eucharist ; but it would Le nothing chort of
heresy, though a new herezsy, to deny that the Bishop
and tEo Pricst perform theeo sets with that authori-
ty which is vosied an the Church, a5 o seciety of
foithful men, Jay £8 well asclerieal. It is in the
name, not of the clergy, but of the Chorch, that the
Bishop confirrus and ondadns ; thut thy Minister pre-
nounces sbeolution and o blessing ; that discipline
is coforeed, and ponitents are restored ; and in all
these cases the Minister is the representative and in-
strament. not of the clergy, por of his indiridual
Bishop, but of tho Church at large.”® Such is the
cxpoaition of ono who is considercd, we boliove, as
some autherity on ths subject ; =rd according tv
whom—ae, indecd, according to Seripture, and se-
cording to common sense—the laity are not only nct
the nonentitics which xme of the clergy sometimes
affoct to consider them, but sre those of whom the
* gpiritual house,”” the Chureh, i3 * built up,”
and withoat whom tho clergy’s cocupation woaid be
goue.  Not that the laity are to presnme upon this,
and assumo a position of arbitrary authority, and o
right to bodcspaﬁc. ot to domincer, in the Church.
They have thetr rights, and solemn and sacred cnes
they ara; as they bave their claims, which are high
and inestimable.  Bat they bavo alss thewr responsi-
bilitice—and these are sexuredly of no erdinary obh-
gation  Wonld thst all laymen laid tiia, above all,
to heart.  Would that they would alwoys set up to
the bigh principles which they profess, remembering

* Padls on the sdmission of Lay meiabars te the Syucda
of the Cirar,b. k




