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monrnful example to the world ! {low consuli 'y, ta see the pre-
cepts and counsels of the Gospel of Peace so- notly, so trium-
phantly carried out.  Yet, many a poor victin, whom faming
swept away, is now, 1 trust, enjoying the company of the
Saints. At the hour of death, the faithful Priesthood of Ire-
land stood hy the bedside of the expiring victins, They spoke
of anothier and a brighter world ; they soothed the pangs which
they could not romove, and to the pious Catholic made that
scom a blessing which the wérld regarded as n cursc and us a
scourge. But, still, there is a famine and a desolation of a more
awful nature than that which wastes the body and renders the
hiouse tenantless ; a famine which does not {ca\'c i3 victim at
the threshold of death, but which may haunt him through eter-
nity ;&ycsolation which no timo, no season, no power can re-
move, & spiritual dearth, the absence of the Minister of Jesus,
the want of religinus consolations when the dying man is seven
hundred miles removed from the Priest, whom ho 1s so anxious
to see; when he gazes back with ‘horror upon his swmful life,

1

Since my arrival here, 1 have feund oll the coloured people
with whom I came in cotact, waformly civil, polite and obhyg
ing , and I have no donbt that ! we had achuveh i whieh thes
wmight witness our ceremonies, and hear vur creed eaplamed.
numbers would be fonnd to enter mitathe ¢ one fuld of the one
Shepherd.” It the bug-bear of worldly respectabhiny which ot
present appears to have a strong hold vpen therr beart, were
anee fairly surmounted, { think the consutution ot the Negro's
mind would soon lead Jum to abandon the cold abstractions of
modern sectarianism.  But of this Fam quitg sere, that two
Sisters of charity would contributy mume wwaids the ele-
vation of the character ot the coloured peuple, than all the mo-
ucy, all the speeches, all the boanemg, Tuming, and fretting ot
all the mountebanks of Fiacter Hall.

When I asserted that the officials here wera characterised by
a higher scuso of justice than they had exbittnted 1w times pust
1 certainly did not mean to say that these gentlemen even did
us common justice. However, if 2 man dves vt altugether

the dark catalogue of his crimes arrayed betore his eyes, and

abandon the scourge, we feel thaukful if he has dimmshed the

ctermty yawning at his feet ; there, there is indeed «w terrible[number of stripes that he was in the habit of inflicting upon us.

desolation.

It may not affect the senses so powerfully as the]Of the imilitary authontics 1 have httle or 1o cause of complaint

famine, which wastes the frame and saps the physical encrgies;|'Uhey have everything, probably, which the present regulauons

but 1t 1s not on that account the less real nor the less deplorable
and viewed with the eye of faith 1ts conscquences are infinitely
more tremendous.

But it is not among Catholics alone that the labours of a
Pricst in the Bermudas would be productive of good. ‘I'he state
of society is not unfavourable to the prapagation of our crced.—
T'he Protestants know nothing of the Catholic faith, unless
through tfic sources which I have already pointed out. ‘Their
isolategt position deprived them of such experience; but it is
hoped that when they sce the blessed fruits of the religion which
they were taught to hate and despise, that their opinions and
fechngs will be widely different from what they had lutherto
been, vad that many of them will seek vest for their souls in its
tranguil bosom.  Society here may be divided into three class-
cs—those wiio hold offices under the Governinent ; the native
white pofulation ; and the coloured people formerly slaves, who
acquired their liberty by the Act of 1834.  ‘I'he Trelation that
subsisted between the slaves and their masters, so far as social
intcrcourse is concerncd, does not appear 10 nave been material-
Iy changed during the Jast thirtcen years. With the name of
hberty wnd possessing all the legal privileges of the British Con-
stitution the coloured people are st:dl regarded by the great ma-
Jority of their white brethren as a degraded and an anferior
class, too stupid to appreciate the freedom so injudiciousty be-
stowed upon them, and unable or unfitted 1o enjuv its blessings
and advantages. ‘Cheindolence and mental mnbeeihty of the
African race ara continually obtruded upon your police by the
whites; and their dishonesty and moral obtuseness in most mat
ters, frequently form the topics of conversation. Thege accusa-
tions may be partially true.  But it is rather unfair to blame
others for consequences arising from a systam introduced by
ourselves. Tt is not all at ence that the marks of 2 long and
and painful bondage can be obliterated. Nor could we rea-
sonably expect much «elevation of soul, mueh moral re-
finement, in those who felt that their masters could abuse and
heat them with impunity, and sell them as tl ey would do their
pigs, their cows and their horses. 1 do not deny that there is
great room for improvement in the character and conditioa of
the coloured population, but in the nainre of things 1t will 1ake
more time than 2 warm hearted plulanthrapist can contemplate
with patience, before such improvement can assume a decided
character. :

‘The pecealiar boast of our dissenting brethren is, that they
possess the relizion of the Bible—that Iiberty of opion is their
prerogative, and birth right.  Without stopping to contravenc
this position, it is singular, that notwithstanding the various
forms of worship to which this rcligion of the Bible gave rise
among the whites, it should produce such a marvellous unifor-
mity among their sable-colourcd bondsmen ; for if you knew the
religion of the master, you had an infallible-clue 0 that of the
slave. Is it wonderful, then, that a people thus fettered in bo-
dy and in soul should require a hittle time to recover from the

of the servire, as regards Catholics, enabled them to do, nor do
I feel it my duty to canvass their feelings or opinious expressed
or conjectured.” If at any titne they drew a dictinetion between
the practice and the theory of Cathohe Emancipation, ihey
were only following in the track of much uughuier personages
than themselves; and 1if they hase relaxed & httlo mn there re-
strictive policy, it is because those mighty personages have
seen the inconvenience of maimaiuing such a  distme-
tion in every petty detail of the afluirs of a widely estonded
empire. . y

Shortly afier the arrival of the present Governor, Cap an
Elhott, at Bernuda, 1 waitzd on his Ixcelleney, in company
with the Rev. Mr. Hannan, my excelient predecessur in the
mission. We were 1eceived kindly, and courtevusly.  Our vi-
sit was onc of ceremony, but as his Fxcellency in the course ot
conversation, introduced some tapies connected with our tinus-
try in the islands, we stated in precise terms our wants and var
arievances. We told the Governor thata very short time pre-
viously, a womawytr wife of an engincer, had died m the dock-
yard, that shelhGi™ 5, attended by a Roman Catholie clergy-
gyman, that it was u gorious fact that she professed the Catho-
lic faith, and notwithstanding that, the Protestant chaplain at
the dockyard insisted thut ske should be interred according to
the rites of the Established Church, and that the Rev. Gentle-
man read the service over the corpse accordingly. 1lis Iixcel-
lency said that his power ¢id not extend tosuch cases as he had
no iminediate controul over that departinent, and that he would
speak to Mr. Ballingall, the supermicesndent, about the matter.
Since that time, however, another instance of the same kind oc-
curred, of which his Excellency, 1 helieve, heard nothi g. |
told his Excellency, that in the Bnitish Colonies of North Awe-
rica such a state of thiugs had no existence, and that to those
who were accustomed to colonial usages, based upon tnure eu-
lightened views, it appeaved both anamalons and revolting.—
His Exccllency seemed to coincide with e, and promised that
e would do all in his power to remove every legitimate cause
of complaint. The Governor has been but a few wechs 1n
office, so that we cannot blame him for anything that has oc-
curred. In ashort time, however, he will know his men, and
see through the workings of the system thoroughly. We fur-
ther told his Excellency, that when the Priest visited any of
the conviets on board the hulks, hie had no private room, and
consequently that he could adipinister no Sucrament to the pri-
soner, not could he speak to him on any subject, unless in the
prescuce, and within the hearing of his fellow conviets.  llis
Excclleucy replied, hat as J;_}t'al was a matter which came more
immediately uuder his junsdiction, he would endeavour to pro-
cure the necessary accomodation.  Finally, we told the Gover-
nor that the system of forcing all convicts o attend at the Pro-
‘estant service, besides being a vielation of that liberty of
conscience which the Government professed to extend to all
its subjects. was calculated to produce ncither order nor uni-
forinity, but suspicion, division, hatsed, bickering, and down-

cthargy in which such o debasing svatem had mvolved them?



