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"OVER-LUGCwACE."

A shocrt time ago, i wa& waiting at the
Stoko station, when i overlîcurd a violunt
dispute about a gentleinan'a ovor.luggage.
TVie owner of the luggage uvidentiy wiélhed
Wo defraud the conîpanuy; anid an oflicer
mas very prol)erly rof usinig to alow liimi
to proceed until the amiount was paid. i
fuît ploasud w.ti tb.q.mpamlly conduct of thç
officer, a tati Irîshinian; aîid after the noisé
liad subsided, î enitered into the following
conversation %vith humai: i said, "Then .1
suppose the passunger cannot go on unles
the over.luggage is paid in f ull. How
zîxuciisit i" 'Seven and sixpeiice," was
the reply; "land it %woutd fot be riglit for
ine to tak-e baes thian the f ull anmouit."
IIVery true," 1 repIied, "lbut if a frioîîd

moe to pay the fult ainount, would you
Iiinder imi theni '" " Oh dear no, Sir,
ahiould I not be very giad tu sue 1dmi go
alorig 1" "1And t le porters ail along the
line, do you thiiîk they %vould stop iiiîi ?
"Oh01, not at ail, Sir; lie wutd bu as wei-
coine to travel on as thougli lio had- paid
every fartlîing hiimnacîf." - '«cli, now,"
1 said, "suppuse you and 1 wvere about to
tatke a journey to-day, say fromn tliis world
t~o the nuit, wliat about over-iuggage-I
meami our sins; if put on the scale of di-
v'ie justice, do you really tluink you ivould
pus ( " 'l \Vul, now, Sir," lie suid, Il thuat
iï what ofton troubles ine whun 1 corne to
thiink of ciying. 1 goos tu church, you
know, Sir, on ýSund ys, but still- 1 feariîiy
sine woutd be too lieavy for nie-to pasa on
to heaven. " " Thon mwhat have you to-
wards paying the ov'er-laggage -1" " Oh,
Sir, 1 have nothing at all, for i arn a sin-
lier."1 "IL t nIe then, .1 said, - te)] you
whîat anotTîur Ilas dt ne. Wlien _«od
wveiglied our sins oaa the scaiu of divine
jistice, sucli was the wvcigdit., thiat the
-.~ver wunt higlier anid liighaur, until tho

Snco deiandled was the Soni of God. And
lessed it ia tiait I can tell you tliat God

spared iot His owîî soli; 'for God 50
lov-ed the world, thiat lie gave Ris oniy
bu-gotten Son, thaît whlosouver believutla in
li ahould flot perish, but have everlast-
imag life.' Now just as it would flot bu
rîglat for you tu lut the passenger pass on
utîtil lus over.luggage is paid to the f ull,
noithor %wonid it be rigliteous if God wero
tu allow theo sinner to piasa on to hieavc'n
uiîti lus ina were muit tu theo fuît. But,
thoun, aiso, just as it is purfoctly right for
y'ou to alhouv the passuniger tu pass on whema J

Jhis over-luggage lbas been paid for by an-
other, how îîîuch miore is God perfectlyr
rigitteoius in ruceiving tho sinner, tfte awf ul
weight of whose sins lias beeun mut by the,
death of Jesus Christ, Ris owni beloved
Son. The aniount claiiîned by divine jus-
tice has been paid to the full. &'Bolieve
un the Lord Jesus Chii, and thou shait.
bc maved.' Yes and thoen if called uponi
to take your journey to-day, yeou rnay look
at'the crvas, aria pasa on tu glùýy."*,

My train iiîoved on, the iiain, thanked
nie for the conversation, and Gotd only
knows whither I shall neet Ilîjîn aniongst.
the redceîned abuve.

Well, reader, wliat about your over-
luggage ? Simuier you are, IlFor ail have.
siînnud and conte short of the glory of
<3od." if God ivere te let you feel the
ruai woighit (J only one of your sina, it.
Iwould sink you in everlasting despair.
Yet, strange as it niay appear, i find nîarîy
of îniy fellow-travellers who seeni to thùik
that God is far miore indifferent about our-
sis than, the irailway officer was about the
over-luggage. They know they are aina-
liers, yet with sone of theni sini is a very
liglît iiiatter, anîd yet tlîuy expect to get.
into heaven soniuIiow. Tliuy think if tlîey
begin tu roforin doine daij, and do the best.
they caxi, ail wvill be righit at last. ileader,
if thîis is your state of iiind, you are tiot,
far froin the lake o>f fire.

Sonietiuies 1 nieet with persona in theý
very opposite state of ni:îiid froiti this.. I
wvilI teil you of one case. 1 wvaa coning.
tu Tetbury station ini the ominibus. My
fellow-traveller avas a yourig person îvho,
appuared distresscd inii nîind. After sone
Conversation, 1 inquired the state of lier
sou]. 1 sliail nover forget her reply.
"'It isito ¶se; Ihiave triodsomoftea togive,
up nîiy sins, and the worid, and serve (4od;
and 1 have failed every tiiime. 1 only keep.
adding to the weigiit of mny Bins. 1 have

given31 up tho ,atteiiipt." Asshe said tliest-
1'ords, tears rolled down hier face. 1 said,
I arn (,lad to hear you say s0." Shie ap-

peared grcatly surpriaud, and wishcd for-
au explanation. 1 read to hier Mark ii..
1-5. 1 told lier, the une sick of the palsy-
liad TO BE LUT IDOWN ili bis entiro lieip-
lessnesa to the very flour ait the fout of«
Jesus. It was then, but îîot till then. he
huard thoso prucious words of Jesus,
"Sun, thy sins be forgiven tbiee." She.
hiad niade this inistake; she had- t,'ed to.
cliiînb a littie by lier beat endea-,,o:.- There:
iiîust bu thas Iottiiug down; and Clod had.
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