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THE FARMERS' COMPLAINTS.
It secmns alinost inipossible nt jîrescut

to "et throughi thecolumniisof the Manitoba
press a cali ibiassed view of the
cotuplaints of a large proportion of the
farmners of flic Northwcst, so cager arc
journalists te inake, political capital out of
the agitation now goinig on, and so e vl
arc thcy seconded ii their eagerness by
the pelitical bloers ndf strikers of citiier
of the two grcat political parties of ouI.
flominion politics. Tfice more rabid in
one party claini, that a chatige of railvay
and tarif r policy would bo a comipleo cure
for ail the evils commplained of, whilce x-
trcmnists of the opposite, stripe wilI not
allow tîmat anly Change of uevernillent
poliey is necessary, and soute .-o as far as
te assert, timat ne0 cause for conîpîanimt
really cxists. Botm are extreine stand-
peints frein %viichi te V1uw the question,
and neither ciller a saU.sfactory solution of
the difliculty.

'I'iat the wvhole people of the North-
Nvest, and not only the farînuers, ]lave
somte real grievances te comnplain of at
presemît, only tlie blinided political partizan
-%vill refuse ko admit. But iîew iaity o!
these grievances are within the pomer o!
a Dominion G;oeramiient te relieve few
whlo complain ever estimiate ; andl how
nmanly of the evils Ilow complailled of by
fariners, are ouly nmisfortuncs and net
arievances, mmany besidcs the political wire
puller fail te considern Lew people have
stopped te consider how a nuinber o! un-
avoidable circuinstanees hlave conmbincd
tîmis winter te test evcry weak peint in
the Northwezt. During 1881 tic produce
miarkets of the whmole, Anierican continment
were lield up ii defiance of the lau' of
supply and doinand by bullishi specuhîtors,
and durimag that ycar the boom of specu-
lation rose te its grcatest heiglit iii the
Northwcst. Tite local dcmiands for the
farmiers' produce was far iii exccss o! tic
local supply, and fancy prices, even whcn
cornpared viith the inflated state of
Arnerican pro(luce mnarkets gcneraliy, pro-
vailed. Tite year 1882 ushercd in a col-
lapse of the real estate boom, but that
affected the fitrier very littie. Produce
nmarkets were still lield in an inflated
stitc by speculation, and the lirnitcd lucal
supply in this country still lield prices for

the greater part ef tie ycar-above shippitig
mnargins. Ummcer circumnstauces likeo timeso c
farmiers in this country woulul Le possezsed f
of mor'e tîman lumamî foresight if they did
net becomoc iintoxicatod wvitl tlîeprospect
before thin, and fali intô the bluinder p1
rccklcsmncss, which provcd disastreus te
se mîany traders during the ycar new 1
past. Timat hundrcds, if net thousa-ids of
thein placed tlieiiiselvcs cluiîmg the carly
part of 1883 under a burden of indebted-
ness whîch tlmeyiiemc.v.îould have incurred,
liad their cstiiiiite and the results of the
crop of 1883 been alything, liko ail ap-
preachi te catit other, is now evident te
any person. With this burden of indebt-
cdness amnd high hopes they strugg(ledl
aleng until tiieir creps wî'c IarvesteCl
but before they wcm*c rcady for nmarket a
chiange lmad conte over the spirit of their
mîrcains. Tite produce markets of tîmis
continent liad lest their buoyancy. Witlm
about one-third o! the wlieat crop o! 1882
either grouind or ungreund still liel<l back
the crop o! 1883 comnînenced te coine iite
nmarket. A tinie of trade clepression %vas
begin.ingi te bc felt ail over Anerica,
B3anks %veîe curtailimg tic supplies o!
speculaters, and the latter wvere ne longer
able te carry the liuge Joad whichi tlmey
lîad carried safely for eite year, and under
which they hiad tottercd fer anotmer. T.ite
crash caie, and grain andi other preduce,
fell and rcancllower than it lias since
1879, and is secingly as (lead as ever.
Tito increase iii grain produets iii the
Nortiwcsi lias raised the supply far be
vond the local demand, andl te the dead
and depressed mnarkets of the east, farmiers
have te look for l)rices. Local t umiliers cati
nec longrer afl'erd te purchase above a ship.
ping unargin, and with this deducted freont
ea.storn prices, figures mnust at, present bc
low. Added te these unfortunato circuni-
stanices connccted withithepreducc market,
cernes the frvost o! the -jtht of Septeniber,
whichi caused inuchi damnage, te grain in
this country, and aggravated inuchi the
conibination of inisfortunces froint -Vhich
Noerthwesterti fariners suffer.

*Winail tue above unfortunate cir-
cnistances are taken iute consideration
and the additional fact that they have
fallen upon a cemmunity witli but reccnt]y
infiated 1,leas, nine-tenths o! tîme present
agricultural depression cuit bce accounted
for. 'rice other tenth it ighIt lie wvitlmi
the power of a Dominion Governuient te
afflord relief from, but that proportion un-

doubtcdly covcrs tîme limit of tlîeir pewe

['bat we will have ycar afler year a sue.
,esbieî o! stich inisfortunes it is suprenie,
:oliy te anticipate, niotitlist.andiing tho
prcdictions and omnuiscint protensiens of
pelitical deinagogues ; and wo have i good
,tiarntce thmat sucl a conubination wvill

t ngaini occur iii tîme fact that a very
large proportion of the evila can bc pro-
vented by precautimîs on tho part of- the.
farmuers thieimselves. Tite frozen, -wheat.
difliculty cu at least be avoided as is.
%vitniessed by the results of the Bell fqmim
crop this ycar, %vlere net a bushel of'
whvleat sown in preper seasen wvas in any':
wvay imjured. Timat aIl the frozen wlteat'
o! the country however is tlic result of:
cam-elessulesa it would bc unjuat as w'oll ne.
foolishi te assert. WVlîat raising, andl
farmnig- ef cvery description on a largo
seille is as yet considerablo, of an experF..
tuent iii the Northwcst, and farners liko,
ail other people have te learn, and tîmeir
education lias beemi rather costl>' during
the year new closcd.

Out of tîme baie, of comipîints wlîich
have beeil heard o! late, it is pleasilg te
notice that soute good practical results are
likel>' te conte. Meni of aIl shades of
polities iii tItis country are satisfied, tîmat.

vhmile the products of the '.L'rthtwest lime
te reacli a scaport liy a rail route of 2,000ý
utiles agriculture hicre miust carry a lîeavy-
burden ; and it is net at aIl unlikely, that
t'le pt-osent ag itationi will lend ta the* cor-
struction of a rail route te the lîudson's.
Bay, our natural outlet, the distance of'
wvhici- %vill lie miot more tîmai omie-tîmird of'
,%Ylat it is te, anl Atlantic port. With such
a route opemn tîme cry of railway mmomopoly
%veul(l mme longer b- Ieard, and it %veuld
becomnie the "intercsts of tîte Cauadian,
-Pacifie IailýVay Comipany te av as inary
connectimg links with the soutm as pos-
sible, net as autlets fer aur produce, but
as mIneLs for thme preducts of the North-
-western States whlich would f'mnù theïr
wvay te Europe, b>' tlîfl- IIudISon's Bay
route. Ahi otîmer griovances which farîners
new complain of, weuld theu lie found ta.
rest vcry lightly upen the Nerthwest.

THE CAIIADIAH PACIFIC RAILWAY.
Tite rapid progress miade in the coir

struction of this groat national ilîih'ay
IvIich is soomi te conneet wvith ant iron
band tîte tide-washed shores o! the Atlan-.
tic and Pacifie ocaris, stands -%vithout a
parallel in the world's listery. IL is sonue-
thing iii whichi every truc Camadian should
Leel a bpecial pride, and inspire him with,


