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THE PARMERS’ COMPLAINTS.

It secs almost impossible at present
to et through thecolumnsof the Manitoba
press a calm unbiassed view of the
complaints of a large proportion of the
farmers of the Northwest, so eager ave
Jjournalists to make political capital out of
the agitation now going on, aud so well
are they seconded in their eagerness by
the political blowers and strikers of cither
of the two great politieal parties of our
Dominion politics. The more rabid in
one party claim, that a change of railway
and tariff’ policy would be a complete cure
for all the evils complained of, wkile ex-
tremists of the opposite stripe will not
allow that any change of Government
policy is necessary, and some go as far as
to assert, that no cause for complaint
really exists. Both are extreme stand-
points from which to view the question,
and neither offer a savisfactory solution of
the difticulty.

That the whole people of the North-
west, and not ouly the farmers, have
some real grievances to complain of at
present, only the blinded political partizan
will refuse to admit.  But how many of
thiese grievances are within the power of
a Dominion Government to relieve few
who complain ever estimate; and how
many of the evils now complained of Ly
farmers, are only misfortunes and not
grievances, many besides the political wire
puller fail to consider. Iew people have
stopped to consider how a number of un-
avoidable circumstances have combined
this winter to test every weak point in
the Northwest. During 1881 the produce
markets of the whole American continent
were held up in defiance of the law of
supply and domand by bullish speculators,
and during that year the boom of specu-
lation rose to its greatest height in the
Northwest. The local demands for the
farmers' produce was far in excess of the
local supply, and fancy prices, even when
compared with the inflated state of
American produce markets generaliy, pre-
vailed. The year 1882 ushered in a col-
lapse of the real cstate boom, but that
affected the farmer very little. Produce
markets were still held in an inflated
state by speculation, and the limited local
supply in this country still held prices for

the greater part of the yearabove shipping
margins. Under circumstances like theso
farmers in this country would Le possessed
of more than human foresight if they did
not becomo intoxicated with the'prospect
Lefore them, and fall into the blunder of
recklessiiess, which proved disastrous to
so many traders during the year now
past. ‘Lhat hundreds, if not thousands of
them placed themsclves during the early
part of 1883 under a burden of indebted-
nesswhich they never would have incurred,
had their estimato and the results of the
crop of 1883 bLeen anything like an ap-
proach to cach other, is now evident to
any person.  With this burden of indebt-
cdness and high hopes they struggled
along until thewr crops were harvested ;
but before they were ready for market a
change had come over the spirit of their
dreams, The produce markets of this
continent had lost their buoyancy. With
about one-third of the wheat crop of 1882
cither ground or unground still held back
the crop of 1883 commenced to come into
market. A time of trado depression was
beginning to be felt all over America,
Banks were curtailing the supplies of
speculators, and the latter were no longer
able to carry the huge load which they
had carried safely for one year, and under
whicl: they had tottered for another. The
crash came, and grain and other produce
fell and remained lower than it has since
1879, and is secmingly as dead as ever,
The increase in grain products in the
Northwesi has raised the supply far be
vond the local demand, and to the dead
and depressed markets of the east, farmers
have to look for prices. Local! millers can
no longer alford to purchase above a ship-
ping margin, and with this deducted from
castern prices, figures must at present be
low. Added to these unfortunate circum-
stances connected withtheproduce market,
comes the frost of the 7th of Beptember,
which caused much- damage to grain in
this country, and aggravated much the
combination of misfortunes from which
Northwestern farmers sufer.

When all the above unfortunate eir-
cumstances are taken into consideration
and the additional fact that they have
fallen upon a community with but recently
inflated ideas, nine-tenths of the present
agricultural depression ean Le accounted
for. ‘The other tenth it might be within
the power of a Dominion Government to
afford relief from, but that proportion un-

doubtedly covers the limit of their power

That we will have year after year a suc-
cession of such misfortunes it is supreme
foliy to anticipate, notwithstanding the
predictions and omniscient pretensions of
politieal demagogues ; and wo have a good
guarantee that such a combination will
not again occur in tho fact that a very
large proportion of the evils can be pre-
vented by precautions on the part of the.
farmers themselves. The frozen wheat.
difliculty can at least be avoided as is.
witnessed by the results of the Bell farmn
crop this year, where not a bushel of’
wheat sown in proper season was in any;
way injured. That all the frozen wheatt
of the country however is the result ofl
carelessness it would be unjust as well as:
foolish to assert. Wheat raising, andl
farming of every description on a large
seale is as yet considerable of an experi.
ment in the Northwest, and farmers like
all other people have to learn, and their
cducation has been rather costly during
the year now closed.

Out of the babble of complaints which
have been heard of late, it is pleasing to
notice that some good practical results are
likely to come. Men of all shades of
politics in this country are satisfied, that
while the products of the Northwest have
to reach a seaport by a rail route of 2,000:
miles agriculture here must carry a heavy
burden ; and it is not at all unlikely, that
the present agitation will lead to the con-
struction of a rail route to the Hudson’s.
Ray, our natural outlet, the distance of
which will be not more than one-third of
what it is to an Atlantic port. With such
a route open the ery of railway monopoly
would no longer be heard, und it would
beecome tite interests of the Canadian
Pacific Ratlway Company to have as many
connecting links with the south as pos-
sible, not as outlets for our produce, but
as inlets for the products of the North-
western States which would find their
way to Europe by the Hudson’s Bay
route. All other grievances which farmers
now complain of, would then be found to
rest very lightly upon the Northwest.

THE CARADIAN PACIFIC RAILWAY,

The rapid progress made in the comw
struction of this great national highway
which is soon to connect with an iron
band the tide-washed shores of the Atlan.
tic and Pacific oceans, stands without a
parallel in the world's history. It is some-
thing in which every true Canadian should
feel a special pride, and inspire him with



