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tho grant. Titis is a larger grant titan
liaài been given to otiier western ronds,
but% tho importance of thfs projcct is
such that it ia considered worthy of w-ore
than the usual amount of rssistance.

Thougli- the rond has net yet been
c6mmenced, the people up on tho North
Sàskatchewvan arc already figuring upon
tho' point v.-here the proposed rond, is
likèly te cross the river. Tho residents
otlFort Saskatchewvan andi vicinity rec-
eù'tly hold a meeting and decided to ment-
oràiize the conpany, setting !orth the
Cudvantages of that place as the most de-
sirabie point for crossing the river. Tlîey
dlaim tlint Fort Saiskatchewan afFords the
best crossing of any point on the river,
and offer a free t own-site te the company
as an additional inducement. Already
the residents of that place sec iii their
imagination a large city springing up
around theni.

Thougli it is, uncertain howv soon rail-
wvay communication înay be extended
northward iii Alberta te the Saskatchi-
ewan river, yet it is but a matter of timýe
wvlen not only one, but several ronds wvil1
be built through the district. Se valu-
able a country La not likely te long re-
main entirely without raiIlvay facilities.
Quite a settlement is now heing formedl
in the fled Peer country, througli wvhich
the proposed Alberta and Athabasca,
rond ,vould pnss. Farther north in the
Edmonton district n settiement wvas estab-
lishied years ago, and notwithstanding the
distance front a raiIlvay, this is one of the
inost important settlements in-tlie Terri-
tories. The formation o! these settie-
ment s at points distant fromn railways,
xnlay be takenl as inidicating the great

vau fthe country. In addition to the
oýther!andvantges of the &untry, coal is
fouind in abundance iii this regioit.

A railway constructed northward te
the North Saskatchewan river, 'would
Nve its northcrn'terminus at the river
prohnbly for somie yenrs, but ini tinte it
%vouid ccrtainly ho' extended probably
inany hundreds of miles nocth of the
river. Attention bas'onIy recently been,
drawn te thc' iast domain awey te the
north of the Saskatchewan, through the
efforts of Governor Schult;, of Manitoba.
If titis immense terifÂ»-y is te ho opened
out aùd its valuable resources latiized, it
ivili ho by thé construction of raiIways
inte the riegioit These railways will be
bulit in' tinie. *At preent there are
somte settiements, niostly o! haîf brecdt
and'Indiàns; arounid 'mission stations in

the portion of Alberta north o! the Sas-
*kiteliewvan, but tho country ivill tiot bc
cleveloped te any extent until %it is opelled
tip by raiiways.

BINDI IG '1 WINB,
Tho binder twvine question is one îvhich

lias rccntly attracted a great tien! o!
attention. Soule titue ago it becanie
known that tho price of binder twine
ivoulti lxt very high titis season, and the
idea got abroad that titis ivas brougIl
about by a combination of the manu-
facturers of twine. Great lias therefere
been the outery against the allcged
mtonopolists, ont -tie part o! a large section
of the press. 'Monopolies and combina-
tions in general ]lave becai loudly de.
nounced, and binder twine monopolies in
particular.

The binder twine question is a very
important one in Manitoba, and we have
therefore taken somne pains te investigate
the iatter. So far as Canada is con.
ccrned, it is safé te say that there is no
conîbination cxisting betîveen nîr.nufac-
turers o!binder twine. Notwithstanding
titis statemnný prices o! twine are certain
toeovery hig itis season. The ndvnnce,
lîowever; is due te natural causes, naine-
ly, a scarcity of tic raw materini. The
best binder twvine is made front mnîîilln
lienp. Clieaper qunlities are mixed witlî
sisal. The qunlities of binder twine
principaliy tisc( and manufactured in
Canada are manilla twines. There lias
beeni a rnpid ami heavy advance in
miani.la lîemp during- thc past few montis,
ndx thougli iianufitcturer-ts have adlvanccd
the price of twine, yet thcy dlaim that
thîey ]lave nlot advanced iii proportion to
,the advance fa the raw,% inaterial. In

ua mt manilla liemp 'vas quotcd at
29 pounds sterling per ton. Froin that
time forwvard there -was a steady advance
in the price up te the cani of August last,
whien the price iras £41 per toit. Prices
declined a couple o! pounds during
September, but again advanoed rapidly
during Octeber, Novcmberand Decenîber,
mouating up te £60 per tont il, the
latter month. It wPil be scen froin titis

enornious advaace in theria-% materitil,

legitimate advnnca in the price of the
twiae.

Last year binder tîvine sold retail te
farmers in Manitoba at 16 cents per
pound. Titis year- prices have net been
fully fixed yet, but it is believed that
they will rule nt 21 te' 22 cents per

pouad, the lowver figure for spot cash, anit
22 cents ont note. Prices may possibly
be one cent lower lu Mantitoba. Titis la
cortainly al steep ndvance iii prices, andi it
ivili inake thc, cost of tho season's aupply
of twine amnount up te quite ant itemi te
nînny fariners, but evidently thiere is noe
.fielp for it. So far a-s tue local dealers in
tîvine are conccrnced, it is well te say that
they are doing the best they can te miake
the incieased coat o! the article tellitq
liglitly as po~ssible upon the farmera. At
the prices nained above, tue local dealers
are making a. very niuel smaller profit
thita tiîey did at year. la1 fact they are
iiandling twine aîîd selling it retail ont a
inargin. o! lem than ten per cent. Titis is
certainly a very low inargin te wvork
upon, whcen it is considercd that ail
expenlses incidentai te liandling the
article have te ho paid eut o! titis margiti.
Besides, n great deal of tîte twine is soltl
Ont credit. AIl tîîiîg-, considered, tîte
dealers who Itandle twvine titis smoix Nvilt
ziot inake anything out of it, as tîte niar-
gin alloîved ivili uiot more titan cover the
cost of hnandhing ýamI selhing fa smali
quantitie.s. The farmers therefore have
ne reaseai te grrumible ivith the local
deaiers because o! tlhe advance iii prices.
The twine is largely lîandleil by the
agnecultural iniplemntt companies, and as
these conipanies are doing n large busi.
uîess with the farînlers in tîteir othter
iniplenient hunes, they liai'. decided 'te
handle tîte twine for about enough te
clear tliiecves,, so that the higit prices
ivill not beni s0 licavily upon the farmers.
ln the United States prices wvill ho
equally as high as hiere, se far as can be
learacd, prices te farmers bcing piaced
at about 20 to 22 cents perpound. S3me
twines are ofi'ercd lower, but tîtese are of
inférior quality, containing a large per-
oentage o! sisal. Geod manilla twines
are net offéecd at lower prices titan those
likcly te rule hiere.

The cultivation of both manilla hemp
and sisal la confincd te a limited arei, tîte
latter principally ia the flabanta Islands.
As the conaumption o! the articles is
increÀsing, higli prices are likely te be
permianent, unie--s- a substitute can bo
fournI. Flax lias becît tricd for binder
twine, but it lias net been received- ivitit
favor by the farniers. 1+. is probable,
htoîever, ivith tîte present lîigh prices, a
good deal o! flax t-wine îvould. bc used,
ivere te article obtainable at consider.
ably lower prices, but tîtere fa net the
inaclîinery uer the material ia readineas
bo manufacture any large qunntity of
flax twine on short notice. Should the
price o! twine keep up for a feu' years, it
is altogether likely that fiax or some
othier cheaper sub3titute %%il! ho found te
answer the purpose. If flax cati ho made
te ivork, Manitoba shouîd net go abroad
,for lier supply o! twine, as ir- country la
admirahly adapted te tire growth and
preparati'n o! this article.
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