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A marble statute, somewhat above lifc siz2, has been discovered at Milo,
where the glorious Venus of Milo was found. The marhle just excavated
is in almost perfect condition, and has been conveycd to Athens.

It isrofreshing to read that an junovation in the printing world has heen
inttoduced in the cBices of the London News and Poat.  The paper is
printed with seented irk, which gives a delightful flagrance.  Many of our
finest papers have a disagrecable odor, ard we know not a few thol would
be much improved by this innovation Illuetrated papers and mag-zucs
are the chief offenders in this way, but ¢ne cabnot tell whether it is the
paper or ink that offends our nostrils.

A splendid “ mammoth cave” his been discovered in Qregon, U. S., ns
Jarge and curlous as the Kentucky cave. Lhe cavern is situsted in Jose-
phine County, near the California horder, ‘The exploring party who made
the discovery epent a week investigating the innumerible chambers and
passeges with their grctesque stalsctitee, piilats, puvis, and sireats, aod a
waterfall thirly feet high. No sign cof animal life was secu except s few
bones near the entrance, evidently carried there by bears.

The Montreal Qasells contradicts the statement, which we in commion
with a number of papers published, that by the text of the cflicial announce-
ment it is provided that after Baroness Macdonald's death the son of the
late Sir Iohn Macdonald becomes ‘¢ Lord Macdonald of Earnscliff2.” The
Gazette says nothing of the kind is provided, and we are not sorry to hear
it. The bestowal of titles may he a suitable cnough rewatd for public men
who pnze such things, but we beliere that this is not the country for an
hereditary titled nobility to flourith in.

Public interest in Nova Scotia follows tho explorations of Captsin
Stairs in the Dark Coatinont, not so much because of the explorations as
becaure of the cxplorer, our fellow-countryman. Captsin Stairs reached
42apzibar about three months ago, and at once enlisted 200 porters for his
journey to Central Africa. Goldtucaite's Geographical Magasine says st
last accounts he had reached the main land, acl was well etarted on Lis
way to the interior He is beurd for Lake Tanganyika and the greatregion
west of it, which is as yet little known, particularly that region where Like
Landji is reported by Arab traders to exist. Captain Stairs will devote
carly attention to solving the problem of Lake Landji, and will ascertain
whether it is true, as reported, that it receives not only the waters of Lake
Tacrganyiks, bat atco these of the Lualaba and the Luapula, the head
streams of the Congo, and that the Congo river proper issues from this lake.
If Captain Stairs succeeds in settling this problem he will render an impor-
tant service to geographical investigation.

Did it ever strike anyone how curious a fact it is that pigeons or doves,
which are supposed to be typical of peace and love, and which the Rue-
siens would not injure, because of religious sentiment connected with the
Holy Gtost havieg been made marifest in the form of a duve, have Leen
used for purposes of war to scme extent in the pact, and are now being
trained in great nuinbers for use in this way by many European natione,
During the Francc-Prussisn war mary messages were carried fram the out
eide world to the besieged Parisians by these birde, and one bird, which
escaped the crack shots of the German army six timnss, bacame kaown as the
 Angel of the Siege.” The military pigeon lofts of Fraoce arc now on a
large scale, and cfficial reports give about 250,000 as the number of Lirds
available for the use of the French Government in case of war. The Ger-
mabns, sfter the war, decided to fester and increase their lofts, and Russia
and Italy also have seen the poesibilities of meking pigeons useful as mes-
aepgers when hostilitics may prevent other means of communication.

It isa curious thing that long-deferred blessings take a long time to
become fully appreciated when at last they are given. Just as one who has
worn fetters for years, and lost, to a laige extent, the use of the limbs, can-
not make full use of liberty at first, so ere a people who expericuce an
unexpected lifting of a load. In England the Free Fducation Act came
into force a few weeks 3go, Lut so long have the people been obliged to pay
for the three R.'s, that wany could not or did not understand that frec
schools had become en accemplished fact, end many children took theic
fees in their hacds as usual. It appears that thousands of familics were
unaware of the momertous change the Goveroment had made in this

espect, and this is the more strarge, considering the fact that the press had
for days in advance b-ecn heralding ti.c opening of the new era.  Underine
old regime fees were exacted ard atterdare was nizde compulsosy—hard
lines for poer peeople, but 1 e Magistrates were notin the habit of cnfutaing
the fines when they could by 2oy pessibility evadeit. Now that free odu-
cation i3 given thore will e vo exense far ng: sttendance, apd the compa!
egory clauses of the old bill will probably be enforced. In time the people
will realize the change, and taks full advantage of the opportunities afforded
to oblain an education.

If a new bock of Exodus were to be written now, it is probable that the
present wandenngs of God’s chason people would appear quite as trcublous
as when Moscs led them forth from the land of Egypt. Tho Czir of Russia
may tske rank with Pharoah as an oppressor, but with this difference thag
he docs not refuse to lot the people go. Baren Hirsch, with his colossal
schemo for Jeiwish colonizdtion, appears 0 ba the Mases of the presont dis-
persation, and uoless the magnitude of the plan causes its collapse, he wilj

lead the oj.prossed Israclites to a new Canaan. An outline of the scheme
has been published and is briefly as follows :—The articles of the Jewish
Colunization Association, as it is called, take the form of a limited liability
company, with headquarters in London. The shares are &500 each, and a
20,000 issue moans A nominal capitol of $10,000,000. DBaron Hirsch him-
seif holds 19 ggo shares, and seven of the other holders of one sharc esch
ore members of the Jewish Faith, whose namea are well known io the
linancial world. ‘Three shares are to be allotted to holders in Germany
and the United States. From this it will ba scen that the Baron intends
carrying tho larger part of the burden of his great task of charity on hisowa
shoulders.  Chancellor Von Caprivi, whose iuflucnce in the Argentine
Republic is considerable, will aid the scheme in every way possible,-and it
is not unlikely that before the cluse of the century we shall have an opportucity
of jadging of the capacity of the Hebrew for colonizition and agricultural
labor.  Colonios are to be estabtished in Nurth and South America ard
clsewhere, for farming, commercial and othar purpises. The miintenance
of pubuc works of all kinds, roads, rulways, bndges, harbars, water
courses, telegraphs, factorys, and even forts, is provided for, as well as every-
thing portaining to the religious aod social welfare of the colonists, The
destitute and helploss condition of the Jews who are leaving Russii in such
hordes at the present time, appeals to the huwaniy of all of us, and we
can only hope that the good Baron's scheme may result in permnent benefit
to his people. :
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A recent number of the Toronto Qlole conlained the following article
on the fast Atlantic service, which will be read with especial interest by
Nova Scotiane :—* The ‘sea express is coming,’ says the New York Sun,
at the outset of 2 two column article to show that some enthusiastic New
York steamsbip men believe a four-day ship will be a creation of the imme-
diate future. The two principal enthusiasts are Norman L. Munro, owner
of the celebrated steam launch Nurwood, and C. D: Mosher, inventor of the
porerful tubular boiler which generates the steam that makes the Norwvod
the fastest craft of her kind in the world. Both these gentlemen believe
that the Norwood is the precursor of the steamehip that will cover the 2,800
miles between Sandy Hook and Queenstown withia 6 hours. The success
¢f the Nuriwvod has convinced Mr. Munro of the praciicability of making a
yacht twice Ler length on the samo model that will iake 30 knots an hour,
and he intends having ore built. But Mr. Mosher goes further still arcd
declares his belief that be can.build a boat to make 35 knots or 4o statute
mutes an hour, a rate that 1t almost takes away one’s breasth to thiak of,
Tiverything, he says, would of course have to be sacrificed to speed. No
freight and only a hmited quentity of mail would be taken. The paeszagers
even would have to be limited tn number, and would have to pay gocd
rates for transportation. He thinks, moreover, that this express steamship
need not be more than 500 feet long, a length which is surpassed by seversl
existing monsters of the deep. The general expectation has bzen that any
great redaction in speed would come f{rom the other side of the Atlanuc,
from DBclfast probably, where the latest record-breakers have been buitt.
At any rate it was expected to be between Belfast and the Clyde. This
declaration of Mr. Mosher's puts & new aspect on the questiopn, which is of
special interest to Canadiaus in view of the fact that Mr, Mosher is a Cana-
dian, a native of Pictov County, Nuva Scotia.” [t is grautying to find our
fellow-counttymen in thi: front rank of coterprise and inventive ab lity, as
we do so often. '

The re-opening of the school season recalls the importance of the con-
sideration of the danger of mental-overpressure in these days of keen
competition. Scientific investigation has shown that continuous work is
decidedly injurious to the brain. We cannot do better than quote some of
ths deductions from a paper entitled ¢ The Working Curve of An Hour,"”
recentiy read hefore the Corgress of Hygiene in London, by Dr. Burger-
stein, of Vienna, and urge upon our educationists the necessity of allowing
hberal recesses to the pupi!s of our schools. The writer had for his object
ihe study of tho mental power f children, and he arranged his experiments
with a view to demonstrating the fluctuations of brain power in children
during onc hour’s occupation with a familias subject. Simple audition and
multiplicatiob sums were given to two classes ot girls, of an average of 11
years and 11 years and 10 months, and two classes of boys, of the average
of 12 years and 2 months and 13 years and 1 month. After ten minutes’
work the sums were taken away from the children ; after a pause of ten
minutes the work was resumed, the alternation coatinuiog for an hour, so
that there were three periods of work. The results were intereating.
Duriog tho whole exporiment the 162 cbildren worked out 135,010 figures,
makiog 6,504 mistakes. It was found that the numbsr of mistakes 1ncreased
10 the differcnt periods, aad that duning the third period the quaiity ot work
wag at the lowest, ‘The general result showed, according to the investigator,
that “ children of the ages stated become fatigued in three quarters of an
hour ; that tbo organic material is gradually exhausted; that the power of
work gradually diminishes to a certsia point during thoe third quarter of the
hour, returning with renewed force at the fourth quarter.” The recommen-
dation was made that no schoo! lesson should 1ast longer than three-guarters
of an hour, and should be followed by a quarter of an hour’s rest. Too
frequently children are deprived of their play-time batwoen hours as a
punishment for inattention, whea oftimes the cause of the troubleis fatigue;
the punishmeat only adds fuel to the fire, and *‘ mental overpressure ” is the
resuli. Teachers should not have this matter altogether at their discretion,
and parents should look carefuliy after the welfare of their childres, so that
they will not be spurred on whea they require vest.

I D. C. has proved itself of the Age.
te be tho Greatest Curo Sample Package of the

Wonder Working K, D. €. K. D. €. COMPANY,
scut to any Address, New Glasgow, N, S,
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