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The Maritime Provinces, we fear, are not yot ripe for sustaining a news-
papor dealing exclusively with arts, sciences and literature.  Meantime
every cditor who occasionnlly calls the attention of his readers to even a
few of the latest noteworthy inventions and publicatiopa is doing a goed
educational work. None of our county papers is'more to be commended
in this respect than the Eastern Chronicle, whose * Literary G ssip”
suclcceds in presenting the salient ideas of new books in a clear and readable
style.

Tho following extract from our osteemed contemporary the Mlitia
Gasel{o is ingip§ti\'9 f g-trpe Canadiah spirit among the silvergmiths of tho
Dominion—a spirit w. i\gl we trust will infuse itself into all businesses and all
consumers in the land. ¢ The Canadian Military Rifle League has progressed
as far as ia possible without -the entrance fees,  Already many silverware
companies havo {heir srtists busy drawing designs for the first prize trophy,
and each firm seems determined that theirs shall be the desigh chosen, not
for what they will make out of it, but niofe fo show what can be munufic.
tured in Canada. Tbe manuger of one company told the secretary that ‘if
it cost him double what he is to receive for it he is determined to receive
the order’; so we may expect something handsome.” Every Canadian
should indicate his preference for Canadian made goods, in preforence to
those mariufactured in other couniries,

A somewhat important action of Congress is reported. ‘The committee on
foreign uifairs has by an unanimous vote instructed its chairman to reportto
the house a joint resolution that whenever it shall be daly certified .o the
President that the government of the Dominion of Canada declares a desire
to enter into such commorcial arrangoments with the United States as would
result in the complete removal of all duties on trade between Canada and
the United States he shall appoiot three commissionets to meet those des-
ignated o represent the government of Canada, to consider the best methods
of extending trade relations betwcen Canada and the United States, and
ascertain upon what terms grester freedom of intercourse hetween the two
countrics can be best secured.” It is impossible to say what results, if any,
may follow this action, but if any movement takes place its progress should
be narrowly watched as to ‘its bearing on Canadian interests in every view.

There is perhaps no reason why newspapers should not receive a share
sccording to their services of the spoils which, in the United States, belong
to the victors to an extent unparallelled in any other country, but the num-
ber of prominent journalists who have bzen appointed: 10 important and
lucrative offices by Mr. Harrisun is so large as to have elicited an unusual
amount of comment even from American papers.  Without counting the
Editors in smaller towns and cuities who have been given post offices and
minor billets,:the number of which is said to be very large, the Nation pub-
lishes a list containing the names of no less than twelve conductors of prom-
inent journals who have received or been offered ministerships, consulships,
collectorships, treasurerships and other imporiant nosts. These instances,
however, are at all events less objectionable than the sale of the governor-
ship of New York to Hill, by mcans of which transaction the ZTribune
admite that the Republicans bought the Presidency for Mr. Harrison,

Irish affairs threaten, as usual, to consume the lion’s share of the time of
the British Parliament during this as in foregoing sessions.  Perhaps the
best feature of the threatened monopoly is the acknowledgement on both
sides of an improved state of feeling in Ireland. Both sides of course claim
the credit, one as the result of Mcr. Balfour's fitmness, the other to the good
feeliog and renewed confidence in constitutional methods due to the friendly
attitude of English Radicals. Party controversy, however, is noticeable for
increased rencor, due, no doubt, principally to the bitterness evoked by the
charges of the Times, and the sitting of the Commission. Neither party can
claim the honors for vituperation. A cerstain amount of defection from the
Government ranks seems to indicate that the rashness of the Times in
allowiuog itself, almost with open eyes, to be cajoled by an almost transpar-
ent forgery, has appealed to the common sense of fair play, and it secins not
improbable that the government may be driven toaccept a modified amend-
ment from one of its own supporters in order to evade a serious diminution
of its majority.

If the doctrines held by Ds:. Goldwin Smith required, at this time of
day, any furlher refutation, Mr. Nicholas Flood Davin, M. P., has fulfilled
the requircment in two communications to the Empire. It may be imag-
ined how a writer so lucid as Mc Davio deals with the ex professor as to
details, but the peroration (sq tp speak) of his last letter is so complote and
cloquent 2 summing up that we cannot resist reproducing it. ** No one is
more ready that I am to acknowledge the debt we owe Mr. Goldwin Smith.
Bat the good be has done us has npthiog to teach us now. He has deliv-
ered his message long ago. A more useless messsge for a young people
caonot be conceived, for it is 2 message of despair.  Like Poc’s raven on a
bust of Pallas, croaking ‘never ‘more’, he is a classical figure with a
solitary note of monotonous despair, and ominous only to an unhealthy
mind. It is.bayd not to lose patience with 2 man onjoyivg his otium cum
dignitale, emerging from his cherisned ease and wealthy seclusion to scold
people who are bearing the burden and heat of the day, any one of them
doing a hundred times more for the couutry than he. A literary sybarite,
his lip curls with scorn at the aweating toiler, and if his conscience smites
bim for keeping aloof from the heavier Quties of life, he soothes it by per-
susding himself that they are all bag, and that their enorgies are sated with
corruption, and then gives vent to his angry misconception by barking at
honest and patrioticmen.” 1t is probable that Mr. Davin's excoriation will
do more than many ordinary articles tu set Dr. Goldwin Smith before tho
Canadian public in his true light,

Much attention is being given in Alberta and Assiniboia to irrigation.
It is a most important matter, If raoney can be made in farming under the
present conditions of light rainfalls and occasional severe drought in those
territories and in the interior of British Columbia, it stands to reason that
prospects will be infinitely improyed unider an cfficiont system of irrigation.
Systems of irrigation have been adopted in Washington, rendered available
by the great Columbia River, in Idaho and in Montana with the happiest
results, and there can be no doubt that its introduction into our own North-
West will cause tho wilderness there to * blossom like the rose.”

Considering the market values.to Canada of the varidus'crops which con-
stitute the staples of Canadion agriculture, and solting aside wueat, we fin.l
that for barley, the next important product, thz United States has hitherto
been our only market. Tho variety of soil and climate in Canada, however,
gives us every hope that, with the attention now bejng given to the subject,
it may be found that the two rowed barley, which seems to require a
slightly couler average of climate than that which grows the six-rowed vari-
cty, may be so snccassfully:raized in Qanpdagthat a.mpst profitable market
may bz found in Great Britain, and if this reasonable anticipation be real-
;‘zc,d a large margin of profit in barléy will fall to the lot of Canadian

armers. ¢

Scarcely any one at this time of day would have expected to hear of the
Tichhorne Claimant turpiog up again; Moje temarkable still isit that this
most pertinacious’of imposfors Hag the fifobte ;Eo..'offe himself as a candi-
datc inr Parliament. It is true that he was unable to put up his election
expensos for Stoke-upon-Tront, the constituency he proposvs to honor, but
it is gaid.that this will ngt be the,last of him, as it is repogt hat is claim
tg the Tichborne ‘estates will Be x;e-('{perﬁd?i’n April, 3 sufficiént ‘qupbar of
gulls haying beén found to. rqise’afund for thalnecessary expensgs. _No
doubt he has everyincentive to.make a living.out of.hi vory-notoriety,
and is quite determined to do it as long as he can find credulous sensation-
alists to back him up.
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Next in market value, but of even greater aggregaté impartance as an
agricultural product,.is cats. Ia this grain, as in wheat, the:prices in Cana-
dian markets for the greater part-of the last four or five years have been so
much higher than those of the United States that there is no doubt the
tanff duty, of tea per cent. has largely copduced to the high prices realized
by our fajmefs, The next imporiant crop is<peas, of which e have it on
good authority that, in seasohs of good crops, the exports to Great Britain
are six or eight times greater than those to the United States.  Canadian
peas are now quoted about two shillings per ceotal, or nearly ten shillings
per quarter highor than Indin corn o the Liverpoolemarket, It would
appetar that ‘the market of 60,000,000" is not the only one open to the
Canadian farmer.

Says Bradstreet's : ** A plan for subsidising one or more lines of steam
navigation between the ports of the United Statesand certain important South
American poris has been recommended by a camumittee of the Pan-Ameri-
can Conference. It is proposed to establish a fast br-onthly line between
the United States and Rio Janeiro, Montevideo and Buegos Ayr , with
accomodation and capacity for freight, passengers and mails, ‘speed-to-be at
least 16 knots an hour.  Also, an auxiliary line of freight steamships twice
a month making not less than 12 knots. The congracting States to hive
the right to impose their flags and-registér to a dudBes proportionate to the
perceantage of the aid they pay. Only vessels constructed in the Unifed
States are to be accepted in consideration of a higher rate of aid paid by
them." The italics are.oursand they sufficiently roveal the trus inwardness
of American policy. It would be a baom for American shipbuilders. None
of theso South American countries build ships to any exteat, and herain
lies the great superiority of Canada, to whom no such cool proposition could
possibly be made, or if made be treated with anything but ridicule.

An Ontario contemporary remarks that the “ gullibility of American
readers is pretty severely taxed by some of the English correspoudents. We
read in a recent contribution that-thereiis a* deép feeling’ in British polit-
ical and religious circles bscause Canon Lidd:n, the eloquent preacher of
St. Paul’s Cathedral, London, is not appointed to a vacant bishopric. The
delay-is. due, we amn splernly  assured, to his having once addressed the
Quecn-as' ¢ Madam,”“in ‘the vAurao of a sermon delivered in the Chapel
Royal at Windsor. The account cogtinug:s 0 rigord. with ¢ uaé. ood
taste and truthfulness, that the Qgeed was in ¢ 3 fo crin@ ad; shm-
moning Dean Wellesley, ¢ with ‘maﬁ?l:g face, sc!came av him' not to
permit Canon Liddon to preach before her again. This is the sort of stuff
which is dished up for the class of persons who read it, but one would
imagine-that the common sense, if nothing else, of Canadians would prevent
its being republished here. But it seems not.  Upon such rubbish as this
do too many readers in the United States base their opipigns of Eoglish
affairs. Intelligent people—and there arc a grest number of thém in the
United States—pay no attention to nonsense of this kind, but they unfortu-
nately fail to enlighten their more gullible hrathren.” These remarks are
most just, but our contemporary misseq a point which adds to the absurduy
of thereport, which is that, after all, “Madam" is the correct style of address
to the Queen. It recalls an anocdote.of Disraeli, who was infallibly correct
in such matters. The King of the Belgians at a public dinner in Loadon
was repeatedly addressed as * Your Majesty,” during more than one longthy
ovation. When Lord Beaconsficld rose he immediately indicated the night
thing in a direct address by saying ¢ Sire,” the other form being awkward
and clumsy, except when introduced where the construction of the speech

warrants,
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