
There ln ber lîigh-bicked chair silo suts,
-Sad-eycd dame wittheUicsilvcr hUdr;

Tire shadows lcngthen, the dayltglht flitq,
And she soeems tolSa1ten, as stiti she knits,

For the sound of thc stop on the sulent stair.

Tbe lamps flash out ln the twillthttreCt,
And many a nelghbourlng. casernent gicani

A bcacon of home t.o hurrying feet;,
But tho white-halred daine iita ic Ilîlgh backzoi

seat
Iicecdithora itot, as sUc kuits aiîdai--

Drcams of a boy, long years ago,
Clasped her neek on a snimmer day,

BeIO(fWlier thO speef f, k ited erdn oe
Bog"'cd i hé btec of a, lised ieais

Down tg the sea, and salled away 1

A boy wlth anu eyc as blne and hrigit
As tire coudicîss noun of a troplîle sky;

A fair halred lad, and bis heart was riý1lît,
WVas Itl oir ? Yes, ten long years t- nigilt
Shall 1 blcss hlm agita beforc 1 d i!

'Il lc t rny kneo Uts prayer lio îaid:
1 Our Fathier. all-hallowed bo t1iy nain"

Ciive us Lis day our datty bread.'
Ili.sitting y hand o'er lis golden h~1

Whlilo oft the toarsin bis blue eyes aiîo.

liai-k ! a step ou the slent stair!
A soft, quick stop, anld a brcîatliii- 11-lit

A form kneels low by the blgh bacekd eliir,
Anid Io! the curîs of ber boy's fair unair

The mothcr'sflIngers are twined to nighit.

Is lt a dreamri? or cau, IL be,
Thîis rai nian wlth the beard or go!dl

Thut kneels so 10w b y bis mottbcr's h inc,
ls tire binoe yed boy that led to s ca

That sunny moru, la tho dlay cf cli?

Yo;3 ILt hoi, for thse joyful toars
Drop froxp lier oyos tu a holy rain;

"Our Father" aîtew. froin bis lips sbq lietus,
And tlîe înotlîer's blcssing of bygone yearx;

lias brought lier prodigat homne agîtain.-

SOME .NEW BOOKS.

GEN. JonNSToN'S NARRATIVE 0F THE WAII.

The Narrative of Military Operations by
Josephi E. Johneton, Genemal C.S.A. (D Ap-
pleton d, Co.), has been looked for with
unucli curiosity, on account of the high
rank and distinguished services of Ilie author
both in the United States army andth lat of
the se called Confedleracy : Nevertheless
we judge, after reading it.with great care,
that iL will be generally received i vithi ex -
ceeding dissapolatruent, and especia1ly for
the reason that Gei,Johns ton cn joys anmong
us a very higli reputation as a professional andi
intellectuat man, due very muoh te the
geîuerous appreciation of Gen. Shîermasn andi
bis lieutenants, wlîo always bcat him anti
praiseti him with equal cordiality.

It wiIl be remembered thNt Johns ton was
the only general officer who resigneci frein
the United States army te take part in thc
rebellion, andt tutt a ule wiis adopted by
the Confede, Iate States Congress reqttiring
that officerR,- who hati serveti in the Unitedi
States arniy andi resigned to join the rebel-
lion, should in the same grade take prece-
dence according te their relative rank la the
Ujnited States service. tlis rule strictly
applieti would have given Gen. Jolinstori
the position cf Generat in Chief of the Coni-
federate army, Lee, Beauregard, Albert Sid-
ney Jolinston, Brag g, 1iardeo, andi otheri
having held ne biglier grade than tliat of
colonel or lieutenant colonel ie the olti ser -
vice. Indeeti, it appears fronü, he Narrative
that Gen. Johtiston was tissigneti at the com
mencemnent of hostilitieg to what Mr. Davis
ovitiently regarded as the most important
con-imanti within Vthe probable tbeatî-e of
%var-that of the troops in andi aro.und Har-
per's Ferty. -li is instructions *delivered at
Montgomery ahowed that Davis regardoti
tlîat place as of great strategie consequence.
in vicw of iLs strong natural featiures andi
proximnity te the border Of the Norgîern
States.

111E VOLIJNTEER REVIEW. [APRIL 21, 1'374.
Gen. Johnston accepteti this comnmand,

perfectly aware that bis superiors looketi
upon it as cf a special importance, and yet
hoe lîad scarcely reacheti his post lîen hie
proposeti iLs evacuation, andi opened a cor-
respondence with the Confederate War De-
partment te that end. Hli, reassns were
possibly sounti enougli in theinselves, but
suclu a movement at that stage of the g3ame
coulti fot have been very encouraging to
the seccding States, nor reaasuring te their
Governiment. Itudeedy the latter- did al i i
oould to induee hlm to holti the advanced
post te whieh he hati-been assigned, but in
vain, lIe abandoned the place before it
had rcally been tbreatened, snd thereby
seriously and very naturally shook the con-
fidence of Davis in bis disci-etion if not ia bis

Shortly aftor withdrawing frein I 1arper's
Fer'ry, tien. Jobnston marched and tran-
sported i s- conmand by rail to Manassas
Junction, wlîere Beauregard was confront'
in- McDowell, andi as is well known, thereby
sccured to the Colfederate arma their first
great vicoety at Bull Run. WVether hoe
mande titis junction of bis own volition or
under the repeateti erders of Davis andtisi
Secî-etary of- Wvar is a question not yet &et-
lied between the disputants, though thie
flicts detaileti in this volume- seera te leave
the probability in faveur cf Johnston. Un-
der the en thusiasin engendered throughout
te Souh by thxe viotory, Jofinston' s name

became very prominen t, andi ho was loft in
commuandi notwithstanding bis failure te
advance icgainst the defeateti ariny cf Mo-.ý
Dowell.

ihere la no doubt new that lie erred great
ly linet pressing forward alLer Bull Ru
with bis entire army, muo i o which, ac-
cording te jus cwn narrative, hati net been
engaged, andti al of whieh nmust have been
inspireti witli the higlicat enthusisr.
1olmes, Ewel and otherar reporteti andi
aketi for ordera afîer the firing ha.d ceaaed,
but tbey were told their troeps Ilwouîd net
be wanted , andi were requesteti to leati them
batik te camp.". Conidereti purely ne a
matter cf duty te the cause in whioh John-
ston -was, engageti, thede orders were ia the
bighest degree unmnilitai'y, and showed that
the General was net equal te the great enier-
gency of the tiue.

.Writers upon warfare generally agrce as
to the bout metheti cf oonducting a battie.
There are soma circumstances whicb justify
the defensive, andto me which make the
offensive absolutely neeess&ry. -At te bat-
tie of Bull Ilun te Union commander choie
the latter, and ivas riglut la doiug se, anti
thua perferce compelloti Johustonto etake
the former tlliiho hati gained thb victory;
but then, according to ail rules end ail thse
great precedenta cf generalsbip, ho sheuld
have assumed the offensive, andi cempleteti
lbis succees. [le coulti not bave auffiered
more than a repulse, andi might have cap-
tured Washington. la spit.e cf tlîe large
force gathereti there, the chances were
ninety nine eut cf a hundret in isih favor.
Tho opinion cf the beet oficeurs in the Union
arrmy was that lie would have swept every-
tbing before him. Victory woulti have
given him rms, munitions, anti supplies cf
every description. His excuse is that the
streng-th of the Union army anti iLs position
were toc formidable te hoe successfuliy
assaileti, and that bis ouvn force waa "lmore
disgorganized by. victory than the Union
army by defoat." This canuet be true, for
a large part cf bis army luat netý fireti a
shot ; lht If true, there was this differeuce,
wlîicb I'ho shoulti neyer have lest sight of,~
namely, that while ho had iu his lavor the

tisorganization of victory, wbich addcd Len
flId te lte confide nce, hoever nunchit i
maiglit have shaken the coherence'cf bis
treops, McDowel's troopa were flying under
the disorganization cf defet, accompanieti
by panic, wbich rentiereti thom entirely un-'
controlable for the time being. It is net te
bo wondereti at that Dilvis, a militAry man
huusoîf, anti one who, notwithstanding bis
arbitrary anti injudicious ciaracter, helti the
Confederacy te its work with a -cqnstanoy
anti courage rarely surpasseti, shoulti have
been disheartened by Jebinaton'a lack of-
aggressive temper and gooti geueralship,
anti shoulti have ouglit te supersede Iit
by an officer of superior rank.

Gen. Johuston's pages make iL clear taL
the Northeru people were deceiveti alLer
Bull Rua, anti even tlll the present imaý, in
the belief that lie was thon in laver of a vig-
or oui forward moeement, anti was rostraitiett

bthe Cenfetierate Gevernment. Indeeti,
iL appears itaL liewu net only not in favor
of any aggressive policy with te means at
bis disposai, but shortiy afLer the battIe of
Bull Run began considering the projeci cf
faîlipg batik beyond thiý Rappahuunheck, and
finaliy seiectéti a nduv position behind tht
atream, anti agaiust the wishes if not the
protest of Davis evacuateti bis strongly 'iu-
troncheti camp at Manasbsa Junctien, aban-
deneti bis quaker guns anti cons.derabie
stores at that place anti atThorougbfare Gap,
and retreateti without having been even se-
rieusly menaceti, mueli lois followed by tlue
Union srmy, thon under MoCIeilan. [[e nowv
znaintains that th, stores hati beencellecteti
anti sent forwart inh much largor quintities
than requireti by him, anti against bis pro-
test, anti that he abautioneti themn because
there was tee mucli danger la waitiug for
theni te be sent te the rear. D~anger Ironu
what? Certainly net front Unien army, for
that was commanieti by MelCtlhan, Y!ho.litd
ne idea of advancing by tatL ue, anti evqýn
if hoe hati, bis tinidity was groater titan tha4,
of Johuston, and*- migit have safoly been
tiependoti upen, as the sequzel showed, long,
enouigl to permit the withidrawal of all the
stores wbich hati been acoumulatot for
Johnston's army. General Jelinaton shows
that lho protesieti againat the accumulation
of titese stores atL points so far ativanesti, andi
lie thereby leavea fair grounul fer thepýre-
sumption, il the face. were iAet alre4tiY appa-
rent by bis ewn adtirissions, thutt pi waa no
part of bis plûun te ativance- furtiter wit bits
armay; but it dees not seem te baàve qver Oc
curred.t7 itebni that iL miglit haie been tise
essence cf Div is'spolicy te cupturça Wssh1-
ington at least.

Under theso circumaxnces, althougli it
may have been à streteli cf authoritv, it wts
atural anti every way justifiable fear Dàvis, -in

appeinting the generais of til rank auther-
izoti by the Conlotierate (longresa, teo, oer-
saagh Jobaston by putting Lee anti Albert-
Sidt)ey Jolinston alteati of him -,and ber&-iu
seemis te lie te entire c-ueof te trouble
which neyer ceaeti te exist betwre en Goa.
Jobuston anti the Cenfederate aatioritie&
Their disagreeenets were contiuukous,- anti
tho.y(crin ite theme upôn wlhicb tiMis Nrra-
tive is strung. Tbey nu-r tiàe' symmetrý tuf
the story, anti while their ekpOsitioft throW9
îight u p n the hristory eof te (dniederacl, -

tbey fiîto cast a shatie upon a oharatter -

witich bas hitherte been regardedbyn¶iausy'
as one b! the utoistnnxmetricalof ilu nthe'~
rebetiion. The*more they'are stuctieti th 
more wil tbey damage the reputation of
Gen. Jobustoni' though iti la net pu'obable
that'they wiIl mucli beuefit thai or Mi,. DàvbpuS,'ei
go strongîla isthe Nairatirâ. eo4'd by hé î

inteu-est, paions, and heattburlinipaItbq;;
- - i - s
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