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THE SAILOR BOY'S FAREWELL.

———

(Wo know not to whom belongs tho author-
ship of thelfollowing lines~butall willagree with
us [n saying thacnautical phraso nevor was moro
deautifully interwoven tnsentimentotthohoart's
bost love for those wo oherish with tho highest,
hollest and purest affection,

Farowoll to father—blessed hulk ,

Insplite of metal, spito of bulk,
HIs cable soon may slip;

Yet whilo tho parting teéar ts molst,

Tho flag of gratitude Il holst
induty to the ship,

Farewell to mothor—Arst class sho—
Who launched me on )ifo's stormy sen,
And rigged mo forcand aft;

May Providence hor timbors spare,
And Jeeop her hullk in good repatr,
To tow the smaller craft,

Farewell to sister=1o ely yacht;

But whether sho')l bo manned or not,
I cannot now foresco 3

May somo good shipa tender prove,

Woll found in stores of truth and lovo,
And take her under lee.

Farewoll to George~the jJolly boat—

And all tko little craft’safloat
Inbomo's delighttul bay,

When they arrlve at sailing ago

May wisdom prove the weather guago
And guido them on thelr way.

Farewaell to all on ltfe’s rude matn,
And though wve may ne'er meet again
Through stress o! stormy weather,
Yot rummoned by the Board above,
We'll anchor in the por: of lave,
And all bo moored togetheor.

THE EMPLOYMENTOF MITRAILLEURS
DURING THE RECENT WAR, AXND
THEIR USE IN FUTURE WARS.

—

By Licutenant Colonel II. C. Fletcher, Scols
Fustlier Guards.

(Continved from Page 145.)

Captain Henry Brackenbury corroborates
much that was said by Captain Gurdon, but
reduces the effective ranges of the mitrail-
leur to about 1,000 yards, possibly alluding
toa weapon ofless calibro. He had the
advantage of noticing their destructive
powers when well placed, and izefliciency in
the hands of those who were ignorant of
their proper use. The description ho gives
of tho battle of Sedan presents so vivida
picture ot mitrailleurs when well handled,
that I hope I shall be excused if I quote it
from his evidenco, ‘ Two or threo days
aftor the battle of Sedan, I was (ho says) on
the field: they had*hat long finished barying
the desd. I was veFgy'much struck with the
number of graves at ono point, just between
Douzy and Bazeilles, I made engaires, and
was told that great havoe had been commit-
ted thero by some French mitratlleurs, It
wus pointed out to mo where tho battery
of mitrailleurs bad been in action, and I
went there and found that evidently a bat-
tery had becen in action, and for a consider-
able period, because there was a great
number of cupty niitrailleur boxes lying
about. 1 uuticed in the first placo that the
position thoy had taken up was ono that ap-
peared to be splendid fu: iho uso of the
mutrailleurs, 1t was juston the crest of very
slightly undulating ground in a porfeotly
open field : thay had a'sort of glacis in front
of them, extending down perhaps 800 or 930
yards and n gentle Lill opposite, extending
for 600 or 700 more. The crest of the op.
posite hill, the rise all being slight, was
about 1,300 or 1,400 yards off. It wasat
this distance that they had done great ex
ecution.” Subsequently he witnessed tho
employment of tho mitrailicurs by tho in-
aurgents at Paris, who ficed from the forts
of Issyand Vauves at a range of 1,650

yards with very littlo effect. Captain Brack-
enbury concurs generally with tho other
evidonce that mitraillours are suited for
purposes of defence, and although ho daes
not consider that an army provided with
theso weapons holds any very great advan

tago over its opponent who relies on field ar-
tillory, yot he beheves them to be a valuable
adjunct to that arm, aud instances as a proof
that the French Marshal commanding thoe
6th Corps regretted their absence from the
right of tho position at Gravelotte, and that
tho Pruesian Officers looked on them with
marked respect, and when called to faco
them, with decided aversion.

Mr. Charles Coffey witnessed the employ-
ment of mitrailleur with great effect against
a line of advancing Prussians at the action at
Sillé 1e Guilluame, and coincides with the
opinion of the French Artillery Oficers with
whom he spoke, that they were very valuable
n war.

Major-General Walker, C.B., who was pre-
sent with tho German armies during the
campaign, evidently agrees with tho Prussian
Staft’ in his opinion on the merits or rather
demerits of the mitrailleurs. Ilo sees no
place for them in European warfare, as he
belieyes them to bo inferior o arlillerv, es-
pecially when good shrapuel tlhells aro em-
ployed. Ho acknowledges their possiblo
valuo_against undisciplined troops badly
provided with artillery, and in purely defen-
sive positions, whero the opponent ss forced
to advance ona fixed and narrow {ront, but
deprecates any diminution in their favour of
field artillery, and does not think thatit is
desirable to encumber infantry movements
by attaching them to that branch of the ser-
vice.

Colonel Hamley, who critically examined
tho evidence for and against the mitrailleurs
condemns them absolutely for offensivo
operations, where, as_must almost always bo
the case, .the attack is to be preceded by a
concentrated fire of artillery. ~ Even for de-
fensive purposes, in an open country, ho
considers that tho ecffect, owing to ther
shorter rango, would be less than that of
artillery, but on the other hand, in certain
positions whero the area of attack is limited
10 1,200 yards, and when the enemy is ap-
proaching on anarrow front, they wight be
most usefully employed.

On tho German side tjgero s but ono soli-
tary instance of the employment of the re-

volving cannon, a description of mitrailleur |
placed under thecommand of Captain Couat |

Thurheim, an@ attached to the Bavaran
corps of Van der Tann. ‘The mechanism of
these guds appear to have beon defective,
and Count “Thurheim, after experienco o
their power, restricts their cmployment
solely to defensivo purposes in entrenched
positions.

In giving this summary of the cvidence
taken by Colonel Wray's Committee, I must
guard myself from accusation of endeavous-
ing lo forco conclusions by quoting only so
much s would prove a case for or against
tho mitrailleur, Ihave endeavoured fairly
to convey the impression produced by the
several witnesses, but I would recommend
all wwho arp interested in tho subject, care
fully to study tho evidenco for themselves,
ns itisalmost imnpossible by selocting par
ticular passages, to convey a perfectly cor-
rect impression of tho whole.

‘The deductions from its perusal appear
to bo as follows: 1. That tho French Officers
and those who havo witnessed the campaign
from the Frenchside, aro generallvin favour
of tho cmployment of mitrailleurs in the
field. 2. That tho Prussian Staffdisapprovo

of their introduction into the army, except

——p—

for tho very limited servico of the defonce
of tho ditohes of fortresses. 3. That the
English Ofticers, who wero present with the
German Armies, are with ono exception of
opinion that for certain purposes thev may
bo useful adjuncts to field artillery. 4. Al
most all who advocato their use, consider
that they should form part of the artillery
of an army, that they should supploment
that erm, and that their placo lies in defen

sivo rather than in offensive tactics, 5, That
their proper employment had nol, possibly
from want of opportunity, been carefully
studied by French Officers previous to tho
war, and consequently that they were fro

qently unprofitably used. 6. That although
the mitrailleur or Gatling (for both wero
employed by the French) of larger calibro
was snperior in range to the lighter arm, yet
that owing {o its increased weight, the
horses necessary for its transport would
nearly equal in number those of a field gun,
and consequently that its advantages being
more than counterbalanced by this draw

back, afield gun would bo preferred,

Secand Report of Colonel Wray's Commitee.

After duly weighing tho evidenco—of
which I havo endeavoured to give a sum-
mary—Colonel Wray'’s Committeo drow up
asecond Report, on the 2lst November,
1871, in which they laid down distinctly,
that the mitrailleurs should be treated
purely as defensive weapons, and that they
should in general bo entrenched and kept,
as far as possible. masked from artillery firo.
‘That the sncalled small Galling of -45
calibro, of which the destrucive effect agamst
troops in tho open at ranges up to 1,400
yards, is estimated as being nearly -threo
times that of the 9 pounder field gun,should
bo solightened as to bo easily drawn with
its carriago and ammunition by two orses,
and on emergency, byone. That the.feld
artillery should not bo reduced by asingle
man or horse for thn sake of substituling
mitrailleurs ; but that these latter should be
kept with the reserves ofan Army in tho
field for the express purpose of incroasing
infantry firo at critical moments, in the
samo way that guns of position ara used for
strengthening tho firo of field artillery. That
tho mitrailleur batteries should bo provided
with Nolan’s range-finders.

With referenco to the differencs in opin-
ion on these subjects between the (zerman
ard Fronch Officers, tho Committeo offer the
following remarks, which 1 would recom-
mend for your conmsideration :—*1. That
the Gatling gun was verylittlo used by the

f French. . That tho french mitrilleur was

almost as heavy, and required as many men
and horses as tho field gun. 3. That the
French appear, by allaccounts, e have used
their mitraillours with little judgment, firing
them intoall sorts of cover, at very long
ranges, and without any special means of
ascertaining tho distances. "They scem also
to have frequently neglected the precaution
of covering their mitrailleurs, cither natur-
ally or artificially, thus laying them open to
destruction by tho German artillery. 4.
That the Germans had no opportunity of
tesiing tho merits of mitrailleurs for defen

sive purposes, having almost invariably
acted on tho offensive. 4. (and I would
draw especinl atention to this renaark). That
tho Germans have no necessity for considor-
ing the question of intorducing theso wea

nons, bemg already well provided with a
very large number of French mitrailleurs,
which, having recently Leen iried at Deriin
in comparison with MMontigny and Gatling
mitrailleurs, havo been unanimously pro

nounced superior to either.” An opinion,



