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THE REVOLT once conquered, the remaider of the British | Hood and attempting its relief. On the pas-
possessions in the West Indies would fall an | sage he foll in with the British fleet return-
OF THE easy prey, and that power being offectually | ing, as the island had surrendered, and the

Bl‘ilis ' : ' crippled the confederatos could casily divide | Comté de Grasse had sailed for Martinique.
h Amerlcan COIOHICS, the spoil if not enforce their own terms on| Upon the receipt of this intelligence the

1764-84. the revolted Colonies. British Admiral sailed for Ste. Lucie, that
P Nor were those projects so visionary as| being the most convenientstation for watch-
Cuapter L. might be supposed—the divisions in the | ing the motions of the French fleet, and for

English House of Commons were no secret ; | this purpose his frigates were so stationed
the party who recently attained to power | as to give the earliest intelligence of any
under the Marquis of Rockingham were | movement while the rest of the fleet took
known to be engaged in treasonable corres- | in water and provisions for five months.
pondenca with the rcbel leaders in the Col- As the safety not only of Jamaica but of
onies, it was notorious that they had per-| all the British West Indian possessions de-
suaded the people that the war would in-| pended on the exertions made to bring the
volve national bankruptcy—that they were | Comté de Grasse to an action before a junc-
! determined to have peaco at any price, and | tion with the Spanish fleet could be effected,
that the Colonies were only sources of dan-| the intervening space of time must have
ger, expense, and annoyance. A successful | been a period of much anxiety and disquiet-
-descent on the chief island in the West In-| udg to the British Admiral. S
dies would have the same effoct on theé Whig| On the jth of April intelligence was re-
party as the surrender at Yorktown— all | coived that the French fleet were embark-
6 of Power. their force would be withdrawn, and amidst | ing troops on bc}ard thfair ships of war,—a
G“ea,t Bpi t%’e last (and it would be well for| the scramble for the spoils of the British| stupid proceeding which rendered them
th@la eﬂtam had 1t boen the first) acts of | Empiro the confederates who could bring | useless in action from being overcrowded,—
| 8 dministration was to appoint Gen- | the largest force into the field would be sure | and must have satisfied Rodney of assumed
e uy Carleton, the able Governor of | to secure the largest share. victory if ho could succeed inbringing them
““perg ’ y Om.ma,nder-inﬂChlef in America, The revolted Colonists were of no account| to action. At baybreak on the 8th of April
i isn-:g- Sir Henry Clinton, and the new | in this case,—possecssed of no naval force| a signal from the Andromache frlgat-e an-
1on continued him in power but | they could offer no resistance to demands | nounced that tho French fleet had weighed

‘Ilvtva’“.evident that the Rockingham ad-
Dy, T3tOn, being determined to have
dey, 8% any price, the claim of indepen-
Preg, 8¢t up by the revolted Colonies would
Byt © 10 obstacle—their value to Great
the pnl,hf"d been persistently underrated by
thy 1tl§al philosophers of the Whigs, and
which‘t IC mind, wearied of the contest
hsve he same patriots taught them to be-
theln be hopeless, were satistied to let
LY 8oVern—such a matter as. the loss of
Ropy, 'ent to the Empire being of small
Plagy U compared with tho Whigs claim to

Nith .

f“lsioncof ‘nStr}lctions that an actual sus- | backed by a powerful fleet, and would have | anchor and were standing out of Port Royal
;‘9 two oy _°5t}1ities was observed between | to accept such terms as their masters would | bay bearing to the northwest. The signal was
o T0ies in the neighborhood of New | dictate. It was astrange situation— between | at once made for the British fleet to weigh
Moy S Ontegt ) the rebels and slavery tho only power capa-; anchor, which was ol?ep{'ed with st%ch al‘acric.y
a;uggle for St had resolved itsclf into a| ble of interposing was that against which| that the whole, consisting of thirty-six sgxl
ind nglandsupl‘emacy on the high seas, | they rebelled, and they would assuredly be| of the line, were clear of Gros I‘sl?t Bay and
n“g hep v@“’as gradually but surely beat- | saved from French dictation if not from proceeding under a press of gail in pursuit
m%ess lay inrsa“?S, V\jhf)se only chance of | Freneh rule Ly the bravery and good con-| of the enemy by noon. Before daybreak
B:;n- consig Maintaining immense arma-{ duct of the British Admiral alone. next morning they were discovered under
Bﬁhs.h flaot, erably out numbering the| Intelligence of the contemplated move-| Dominigue, and in this sitl‘latio,n both fleets
v t_'alll bein * The naval power of Great| ment reached England happily before the| were becalmed for some time. At length
Srigq an g efnployed in looking after its| change of administration took place, and | the enemy got the breezo and stood towards
:;llld . cleersiﬁed national interests, | Sir George Kodney, who had returned from: Guadalope. It next reachgd the van of the
F“ely an B:flce.ntrated, but were sapping | tho West Indies, was de<patched to resume ! Dritish, commanded by Siv Samuel Hood,
i;‘;lce’ Spaiy ‘:‘dlly ‘the naval powers of| his command with a reinforcement of tWelvei who immediately stood after them with a
p%etai]. ; i!:-,d Holland by beating them | sail of the line. He sailed from the channeli press of sail, while the centre and rear divi-
wes tne to Taing ‘WO}xld be impossible for| in January and arrived at Barbadoes on thei sions were still beecalmed. Although it was
.’ g Aln its large fleet in the| 19th of February. In consequence of the! obviously the interests of the Comté de

€3 g) . . . : ; :
1y longer, notwithstanding its| intelligence there received of the attack on| Grass to ayoid an action the opportunity

V‘ ’ itw
; as ; . . .
LN leg ang I\Z"m'lged by the Courts of| St. Christophers (the news of its surrender, which presented itself of crushing the van
*houyg be adrid that a combined at- | not having arrived) he put to sea at once\ of the British fleet was t00 tempting to be
made on Jamaica, which, ' with the intention of joining Sir Samuel resisted, especially as the vessels com.




