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-mould not counitenance the omission of oue essential doctrine of the Gospel ; and
ail the additions countenanced by the wliolc niabz cf manuscripts vvhieli have been
collated, do not introduce a single essential point whicli is flot fouud iu the mcst
imperfcct versions. Thus the greatcst discrepancies Icave untoehed the rule of
faith an~d life."

4. Many difficulties arise froin our ewrn ignorance. Just as it is Nvith secular
knowledge, so is it withi divine. Thiere are many things in secular knowlcdge
that young people cannot; undcrstand ; but L'y and by tlhey may uuderstand thein
well enoughi,-that le, Nçvhen tliey are older, and thieir rninds have obtained a
stron ger grasp. Just se ivithi many thinge iii the Word of God. ihere is milk
for babes, but there is streng meat for taen. Lot net; the children coniplaiu if the
mieat is too strong for thein ; tlxey will be able to relisli it by and by.

5. Other difliculties arise fri the nature of the subjects theinselves. The Word
of Ccd touches, but iV dees net solve, those uniil'atheniable mysteries respectiiug
whichi speculative intellects hiad wearied thecinscives in debate for centuries before
Christ came, and have wearied theznselves ever since. In the Bible wve find the
broadcst and strongest asseveratio -is cf' the absolute sovceiginty of Ced; in it aise
vwe have t'.e strongest appeais te the conscious f reedoin of man. llow te recouciHe
these two, lias been the probleni of problcuis ever since mea began te think ; and
the Word of Ced dees net attenipt te selve the mystery. If we ask w'hy, it niay
be on the sanie principle that; we reply sometincs te n inquisitive ebi]d, I don't
tell you, my dear boy, because if I did, you would, net undcrstand it: yeu wihl
knowv ai about it by and by." Whien, thetèfre, these things are treatod of, let
us bear iu mimd that; there arc .rome Vhingys beyedternee h uaiitl

lect, and thiat it becoines us not te cavil, but te believe.
This, however, be it remembered, is a very di!fo'rent thing frem that blîud

credulity wvhiclh Reome requires. It is eue thing te say, tg Wc believe in threc
persons in eue Godhead, thoughi we do net; understand hiow tho union exists ; wve
believe lu the operations of the Iely Spi rit, and that they are perfectly compatible
with the free exorcise of euir own faculties ; we believe la the absolute severeignty
and forcordination of God, theugli wc canuot tell exactly hi it is that meu art,
neverthelcss frc and responsibie ;"-it is one thing te say this, and qMiite anether
thing te say, 'IWe believe that this round substance, which or eyes and tengue
tell us is a wafér, is nevertheless net a wafer at ail, but the flesh and blood of
Christ.> And why ? Because la the oue cýase wc are perfectly capable ef judging
and la the ether case, unless we have a keener intellect than ever wvas vouchisafed
ta mortal, wc are net.

Suchi are the difficulties cf the Word ; and it may already be understood wvhat
we would saý as te their solution.

1. Any supposed errer cf translation or transcription may be referred te a min-
ister, or a lcarned commeutater; and be it reniembercd that; it is just as zuuch a
divine ordinance that there shall bo men able te teach la the Church, as iV is that
the Word shall be preserved at al; -net that this teaching is te supersede te
Word, -as 15 the case in the Church of Reine, but te be la subordination te it.

2. Obseurities frein division into chapters and verses, viii be removed by care-
-ful consecutive reaching.-

3. Obseurities arising frein or ignorance, (except those mentiened next,) wl1

.gradually disappear as we become eider and %wiser,-that is, if we have the dis-
position te learn.


