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assert, without fear of contradiction, tlhat the relations of pastor and people
in the Congregational cliurehes of Ihitain are inarked, in a majority of cases,
by a delieacy, a consideration, a tenderncss and a respect, whieh to niomibers
of the Churcli of' England is alinost unknown. The gospel ean chaqnge a
ruggced nature, thougli it dues not alter rude speech; and niauy a courteolus,
and considerato expression has been uttered by a tongue which knew no other
languagtýe than the dialeet of Yorvk or Devon. While asserting ail t.his, how-
ever, as truc of the majority of the people of our churehes, ive nllow that tliere
are amongst themn those wbose ebaracter dues iîot correspond to tlieir profes-
sion, and that these may somectimes, by a show of zeal, pusbi thrnselves into
offices for wbieb thev are unfit. If sucli a one slhould unfortunately beconie
deacon, lie will bc no botter than the lozers and Pigeons of this story; but a
whole body of deacons of this type is ineredible. We allow, mioreover, and
wc desire to draw special attention to this faet, that as in every Christian
there are remains of the old camnai nature, whieb spring up and trouble him,
causing hirn to net unbecoiningly, it is to be expeeted that both ininisters
and deacons niay at tinies faîl into teiluptation, aîd, ivhen acting in their
official capaeity, spcak and act like woildly moin. Every ealling and position
bas its teniptations. For tlic rieli, luxury ; for the merehant, covetousness;
for tlie employer, selfisbibess ; for the minister, love of applause ; for the
deacon, seeularity. Mr. Vinicent's feelings on the journey to Carlingflord are
therefore naturai, very naturai indeed ; but they are-what MI-S. Oliphant scems
flot to understand-very unehiristian-likce, and situply wrong, for a* inan called
to the work hie was. For lie did not go there to nkea sensation, 1fix in
fashionable soeiety, and draw erowds to tlic dingy chapel, but to preach the
gospel to sinners'and edify the cburehli; and if lie hiad kcpt these objeets in
view, lie would have avoided mnueh trouble. These tbings look very commuiin-
place to a worldly oye, espeeially whien the said ehurcli is coinposed of butter-
mon, poultry denIers and sucb like; but it surely dues not need (o be said, at
this time of day, that tbis class of people bave souls-that it was of just sucli
as they that the primitive churches wevc coniposed, and thiat the great apostle
P'aul did not disdain to labour among-st thexu. The special teniptation of a deacon
is to, bo dictatorial an~d sordid-to cave more. for secuiarities than spirituali-
tics-to think rather of pew-let,'ting- than the salvation of souls. It would bic
impossible, we think, for any deacon, hoivever humble in social position, (o
lieep up sueli a course of conduet as the deacons of Saleni are represented as
doing; but the tenltat;ons of the office undoubtodly lie in that direction.

We would have IlSaleini Chapel " read by both i uinistems and deacons in
our churches, for nxuch tlie sailue purpose that the Spartans sbowed their
cbildren drunken slaves. If a ininister is tempced to set bis heurt upon
womldly distinction, social consideration, nnd wiat not, ]et hii tbink of Mr.
Vincent. If' a deacon is teniptcd to forget the objeet of churcli organization,
and to thiok of nothing but pew monts and the credit of the Ilconeetion" (a
word, by the way, we neyer happened to bonr used by aiiy iineiiber of our
eburehes); if ho bas a weakness for giving adviee to the niiinister, aild telling
hirni hoe nîust do this and that Il(o please the peuple," let himi thiuk of Tozer
and Pigeon, and bcware. This will bo the best revengc wecoaa take on
Blackwood for IlSalem Chapirel." Wc shaîl thon catch tho spear auuied at us,
and turn it into au instrument of iiîuprovexuient. Froni the nettie, d«anger, we
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