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tance that French statesmen have endeavored (o find a
remedy by passing a law designed to give certain ad
vantages to fathers of seven or more children, The idea
is the same as that of Mr. Merciar's Land Grant Act
referred to in our last issue. Butin France, a bounty
to families of twelie children would be useless, for
there would be almost no claimants ; so the line had to
be drawn at seven instead of twelve.  And families of
even that size are evidently 1are, fur an investigation
has brought out the fact that out of the puputation of,
say, 39.000,000, there are in round numbers 2,900,000
houscholds in which there has been absolutely no child
2,500,000 in which there has been only one, 2,300,000
with two children each : 1,500,000 with three cach,
about 1,c00,000 with four; 330,0v0 with five ; 330,000
with six ; and about 200,000 with seven or more  In
other words, out of about 11,250,000 familics, ounly
200,000, or less than two per cent |, had as many asseven
chilidren, while 2,900,000, or nearly twenty-six per
cent., had none at all.

But when we turn from O} Frauce to New France

! means uncomnion.

We ourselves know personally of

one old habitant who had thirty-six children, having

been twice married. If all the world were to produce
at this rate it would not be long before the fears of
Malthus, that the population will ultimately exceed tlie
food producing capadity of the carth, would becote a
stern reatity,

The increase of new national bauks in the United
States for the nine months of the current year has been
214, with a capitalization of $23,400,000. ‘This is not
quite cqual to the inerease for the same period last
year, but about equal to that of any other year since
18583, The increase has been mainly in the West and
South, that of New England and the Middle States
having been only 46 banks with a capitalization of
$5.200,000.  ‘The South shows 43 new banks with a
capitalization of 83.5320.000, leaving to the West 125
banks with a capitalization of 814,680.000  Texas and
Pennsy lvamnia show the largest number—21 cach . but
IMlinois the Jargest aviunt $2,530,000 and 12 new
banks. For cach full vear since 1882 the new national
banks in the United States have been as follows :—
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about as rare, we suppose, as families of twelve are in 1 225 3'%540,000
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twenty or even more children to a marriage are by no ! 1860 o 3612500000
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We have given above the principal Sritish coipaniss doiag basiazss fo Canada.
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We emjle, ot cilates in eaprossing prices

of shares, as is customary on this side of the Atlantic, and alsaaffwnling casy comparison at a glance. The price given (except
in last column) 35 the mean betweeu the highest and lowest quotation for cach year.




