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”l‘ll E APONTLE OF ONTARIO.

Misslopary Labors of Father Edmund
Burke.*

1394 to 1400

Asg nearly n8 possible one hundred
years ago, there passed by on his way
from Kingsten to MNiagars, an Insh
gecular priest, who, nfter labormg for
nearly seven years i tlug western
country, was made Bishop of Zion
and Firet Viear-Anostolic of Nova

Rr. Hev. Emuesp Buerks.
Scotia and who by his successor in
the ccclesiastical government of that
province, the present Archibishop of
Halifax, is designated as the Apostle
of Ontario.

In 1758 Edmund Burke was bern
in Maryborough, County Kildare, Ire-
land. Despito the penal euactments
meant to crush out tho intellectual life
of Catbolics the love of learning was
strong in the people. s soon as he
was able, therefore, bie went to Paris,
and in the University there mede o
brilliant course distinguisLing himsell
in theology and mathematics. Soon
after being ordained he was made
parish priest of Kildare, where, in
1788, Lie became cmbroiled in some
discussions which arose on the ap
pointment of Rev. Dr. Delaney as coad-
jutor to the Bishop of that see. The
unpleasantness of his position led him
to think again of an old project. He
wished to becomea missionary. Hav-
ing obtained the favorable advice of
Dr. Carpenter, then Archbishop of
Dublin, hie was, by tbe influence of
that prelate, sent to Canada in answer
to the call of the Bishop of Qucbec
for Irish or English priests.

He landed in Quebec in the summer
of 1786 and was immediately appoint-
od {as o professor in the seminary,
whero his lectores on philosophy,
wathematics and astronomy were re-
ceived with great appianse. That he
was not inclined to this kind of life
appears from some of his letters wnit
ten at that time. He complains that
the Governor Genera! would not allow
bim to give a public instruction on
any religious subject in the city of
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Quebeo and argues that teacling the
catechism is a moro rational employ-
ment for o priest than giving lectures
in astronomy. In 1790 his thoughts
were already delinitely turned toward
Upper Canada and ho was secking to
be sent thither. Ho asked Dr. Troy,
who had by then succeeded to the sce
of Dublin, to intercede with the Cardi
nal Prefect of the Propagandaat Rome,
to tho end that he might be empower
ed to administer the sacraumeont of
Confirmation.

Mgr. Hubert, the then Bishop of
Quebee, did not agree in this view. of
the case, and it was "0t until 1791
that the desire of the gnod priest was
realized. An unexpected circumstance
was the occasion of the chung. of

olicy.

Bluff old Governor Simceee besought
the Governor General t9 have a priest
of tried fidelity to 1the Briuish cause
sent out to the scttlement huyond
Lauke Erie to instruct the people in
moruhty and their daty to the King
Father Burke wus appointed. Bishop
Hubert informed the Propaganda that
he had given the missionary a com
niiesion of Vicar-General for the whole
vl Upper Cunada. It is noteworthy
that Futher Burke in requesting to be
sent on this mission had mapped out
a division of the diocese of Quebec
similar to the plan afterwards acted
upon by Bishop Plessis, as recounted
by his Grace the Archbi hop of Kings-
ton in a recent letter to the Rearstem
The foresight of the zealous priest hns
beer still further approved in more
recent years. Atorc time he expressed
the opinion that the diocese of Quebec
should not extend west beyond Three
Rivers and that there should be a
Bishop at Montreal as well as a separ
ate jurisdiction in Upper Canada. The
wisdom of this apportionment is seen
in the present division of the govern-
ment of the Church.

It would appear that at that time
the Rev. Alex. Macdonell lived at Moun
treal and attended some place in Upper
Canada, probably New Johnson. His
cousin, Roderic, was stationed at St.
Regis, and him Father Burke in-
structed to visit Kingston twice a year.
He also ordered Rev. Alex. Macdoncll
to bnild a church in his mission and
to reside there. It is easy to suppose
that this step paved the way for the
honors that came afterwards to that
priest.

Leaving Kingston on Oct. 14, 1794,
he paszed by way of Niagara to the
base of his mission, Fort Miami, now
Maumee City, Obio. From tlhiere he
wrote to Dr. Troy that he was in the
administration of Upper Canada, with
every Episcopal power, except what
requires the Episcopal Order.

Here his life was one of the severest
hardship. Not only was his life al-
ways in danger from wolves, bears,
rattlesnakes, but frequently from th:
Indians and, at least cnce from the
Canadians themselves, from whose
savagery he was only saved by his
own presence of mind It was to him
Governor Simcoe looked, and wisely,
for the prevention of the galo of rum
to the Indians. At all times he was
o most cfficient assistant in promotiog
the work of the British Government.
and when it became necessary to
choose, hie left bis old mission and
camo to this side of the river, refusing
to remnin in Detroit.

For the last four years of his mission

in this province Fathar Burke labored

almost alone, unable, for reasons that
will appear prosently, to obtain the
ussistance he go mwuch desired, and
which was so much needed. 1ie passed
between Sandwicll, Niagara, York,
Kingston and Cuturaqui, visiting every
settlement of Irish and Scotch Catho-
lics he could hear of. In Nmgara he
found tlc troops of whom thred fourths
of officers and men were Cathidlies,
obliged to attend I’rotestant worship,
not indeed from ill will on the part
of the commander, but simply os
n wmatter of discipline, the Catholic
chaplain not being at hatd. The
same was the case at Cataragui.  He
was also anxious to be a: Ningara when
the legislature was in sussion, bung
anxious to see that his people saffered
nothing there. He received a simall
grant of lund in most of the new
towns, York, for instance. Un I'eb.
25th, 1500, he wrote from York, *1
have come hiere tu see n poor fellow
who is to be Langed to-morrow.’

In so vast a territory considening the
primitive stateof the10ads and the evils
of the semi-mihitary state, 1t 18 cusy to
conceive the upmensity of Fatuer
Burke's labor during those years. The
part he playedin theaflairs of the coun.
try may be inferred fromn sowe remnrks
concernting tho Brandts which are
contained in the same letter from
York just referred to. ¢ The famous
Brandt, chief of the Molhnwksy, says he
is a Uatholic and bhas told the Gover-
nor. who bas spoken of st tomee. . . .
Brundt himself has spoken to e two
or three times, and has requested me
to recommend his son to the setmnary
and to ask the professors to instruct
Lim in the Catholic rehigion, go tuat
he might be able to rule lns village |
and bring them all 0 e fauh n
time. I strongly recounnend lum to
you. The young Indian can read and
wate Euglish ; he is desirous of learn-
ing a little Latin and French.” It
| ®as this younger Brandt who s icft |
<o enviable a name.

The one grievance eutertamed by |
| Fatter tsurke was the msutheiency of |
priests in the ternitory where he in-
bored. In a letter to Arcnbishop Troy |
he says . ** If 1t yust be o sacnihce the |
salvauon of thvusands to a sandtul of |
the most 1gnorant and mmpudent fel- |
lows that I ever knew, your Grace will |
deternmne.”

He frequently desired the hishop of
Quebec tonegotiate with the Sulpicians.
Eventually he placed lus views i the |
form of a memonal, pointing out tne |
necessity for three priests at Assamp- |
tion, (Ssndwich) and two others at |
either Kingston or Misgara, one of |
them to remamn at the station, the |
other wo go oceastonally and spend at
least three months of the year ut the
otber place. ile even received the
consent of the Sulpicians to this ar-
rangement, but owing to one or an-
other reason the consent of the Dishop
was nover seceived and Father Burke
was obhged to do the whole work hum-
self. With the exceptnorn of the
Sandwich settlementthe whole country
from Lake Huron to Lower Canada
was peopled by English, Insh, and
Scotch. Some Catholics were among
them, and for these Scotch or lnish
priests were required.  As he could not
get them he did all the work humself.

Archbishop O°Brien in commenting
apen the non aduption of Father
Barke's plan expresses a passing regret
but does not pauoso to consider the

| recently.

effects of not promoting the wise policy

cuthned. It will not Lo out of placo
liere to mention ong of them. [iad
the arrangement with the Sulpicians
been assented to, there would have
been active missionaries in Onturio
when the great tide of immigration of
1840 to 1850 was pouring m. The
Irish  Catholics came and found no
pricsts,  More than half of them went
clsewliere , wany more were lost to the
Church. It is not too much to say
that had consent been given to this
plan Ontario would be at least half
Catholic tu day.

We must extend a word of com-
mendation to the Archbishop of
Halifux for the exceedingly interesting
and scholurly character of this work
of his pen. At another tims we ghall
avail of the opportunity presented by
the further cliapters concerning Father
Burke's later life and the lstory of
the Acadian Church ; in the mean.
tune Ontarto Catholies are placed un-
der a debt of gratitude to im for the
publicatiun of th. se memarinls of the
man of whom he ~a3s, * With:. at donbt
lie has the honor of being the Apostle
of Faglish speaking Ontario, and the
founder of its oldest missions.”

A Tragedy by Sir Waller Scott.

“Few prople are aware, "' writes
Henry Labouchere, ** that Sir Walter
Scott once wroto a tragedy called * The
Houso of Aspen.’ The substance of
tho story and part of the diction was
borrowed from a dramatic romance
called ¢ The Holy Tribunal, * which filla
the sixth volume of tho * Tales of Anti-
quity, " by Bert \Weber. Tho famous
actor, John Kemble, at ono time wag
very anxious to bring out the play at
Drury Lane and promised to appear in
it with the great Mrs. Siddons. But
great oljections appeared to this pro-
posal. There was daoger that the
mainspring of the thing—thy binding
engagements formed by the members
of the Sceret Tribunal—might not be
sufli-iently fclt by an English andience,
to whom the nature of that singulsrly
wysterious institution was anknown
from carly association. There was
also, a.cording to Kemble's expericnced
opinioa, too much blood, too much of
the dire catastrophe of * Tom Thumb*
and ¢ lHamlet® whero almost ali the
charnctera dic on tho stage. It was,
beside, csteemod perilous to put the
parade of the secret conclave at the
wercy of the underlings in the cast and
the scene-shifters, who, by a ridiculous
- tion, gestur, or accident, might torn
reriousness and gravity into farce. Sir
Walter Scott willingly acquiesced in
this rcasoniog and never afterward
aade any attempt to gain the hopors
of dramatic authorship and the glory of
tho stage.”

The *“Dolish American Catholic
Chaurch” at Freeland, which was com-
pased of geceders from the true church,
has disbanded. They purchased a
church property and had appointed
Rev. Father Dembinski as pastor.
Some time ago the congregation began
warring among themselves, which re
sulted in resigoation of Rev. Demtinski
The trustees now have a
church on their bands with a big debt,
no pastor and fow parishioners.

The demand for Ayer s Hair Vigor in such
widely zeparated cegions as Sonth America,
Spain, Aostralia, and Jodia has kept paco
with the home consumption, which goes to
show that thess peoplo know a good thing
when they try it.



