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« Phore is no vso in shutilng your
cyes tothe truth, Kemody, It's ns

lam a8 A B O that the girl is ovor
fiend and oars in love with you,”

Tho Individual whose namo was
Lennody yawned, unorossod his legs
to orosd themt the other way, and
refrainod from roplying, ae there soem
od nothing to bo ssid, He did not
wish to own the sotb impeachment ;
Lo could not truthfully dony it.  He
and his friend, Fravk Murphy, were
having 8 emoko and a talk in hie
bacholor quarters. Thoy had beon
to o donee togother, and now, in the
atil} hours of tho carly summeor morn-
g, felt inclined to prolong their vigil,
instend of going sonsibly to bed,
Th- wore Dublin men,  Thoey had
b sportant poats in a thriving

- and the atmorphere of tho
~ Irish metropolis was now

,ou oan't deny that I am
arphy ingisted. ¢ I told you
«ould be. I warned you not
souczoro hor.
Hang it I"* said Kennedy, dashing
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by allowing thom pass a8 a mattor of
courao, Intensely sonsitive on any
pomnt of lionour, Kennedy was now.
tartlod to renlice that ho had errod
towards Misa Looson by allowlng her
to tako it for granted that she could
rouso natnimonial intentlons with
regsrd Lo hetsolf In his mind,

Then one of those suddon radical
changoea that are gometimes effootod
in & man's way of thinking came upon
him.  Why ‘should he not marry
Notlie Leeson ? ho asked himself sor
tously,  The 1des would have scomed
abourd to Inm yesterday, yet it appoar
ed quite patural to.day, and the re
mowmbrance of Feank Murphy's pract-
ioal sugrestion gave it tenacity und
shapo, Tho reasons for his merrying
her were much strongor then the
roagona agalogt. He liked the girl
Though she was fond of mugouline
aociety shio was not unwomanly.' He

it,

a.t

looking blondo of si ty, who

1.

pangod for boing a beauty, though sho
had mony porsonal deflciencies, DBut
hor tasto in drcsa and her fascinating
emile, which sot off to advancage iwo
rows of pearly touth, helped to disarm
advorse oribioism in her regard,

* You morose oroaturol” aho sald
arohly to Kennedy; *did yqui intend
sitting in that corncr by yourself all
tho ovoniug 2
I am in an uneooiablo mood.”

* How horribly beavigh "

“* Yes, it ig just the way to describe
“ You require & yood shaking. It
is the bost oure for uneooiability.”

* Lam going to try tho offuct of a
ovoling tour, A wholo month of my
own soviety exolusively wiil make me
tired of it probably.'”

“A wholo montht What do you
mean "

“I'm taking my holidays at once.
I'll start on a cyeling tour nest
Monday

Kennedy felt rather vicious a3 he
aaud this, and watched tho offect cn
Nellie, He was stirced by a sudden
mdignation at the way in which she
appropriated him, Bho looked dum.
founded.

“ What a gudden deofsion. You
s‘old me you would not go till

know she had many sterling q y
and her attachmont to im was quite
dielntorested, aa aho had soveral moro
oliciblo admirers, He was tired of
his bachel ITo waa fecling

a0 aghes from his aigar with a movo-
mont of annoyanae, ** [ never enoour-
aged hor, 8he's a flirt, If sho
choso to flirk with me [ could not help
that, I wish she would fix her atten-
tions on somo othor man."”

« [ wigh she would,” said Murphy,
rather wistfully.

+ Dash, it all, Frank, I beliove you
are soft on heor.”

Murpby laughed constrainedly,

w1f I am, why not ¢ She's not the
firat girl 1 havo been soft on.”

“\What would you do if you were
in my place ?"

« I'd marry her.”

“You would, of oourse, because
you are fond of her. I'm not.”

t That's not the reason. I'm ad-
vising you for your good, aud l'm
judging from your sido of tho question,
1 know Nellie Leeson is a bit of &
flirt, bui that's all on tho surface.
Sha's a downright good girl every way.
She'll be as good a wife as you osu
find, Aund it’s time you married.
You know you're tired of being a
baohelor. Aren't you, now 2"

Kennedy cighed. His friend's argu.
ments wrought on him in spite of
Limself.
© wYou put love quite out of the
question, Frank.  Don't you think »
man should love the woman he wants
to marry 2"

« Bogh I"* said Murphy conclusive-
ly. Hot Yove soon cools. That
sentimental sort of thing does not go
far in xeal life, People who begin
that way often end by hating each
other.”

« But if I morry Nellie what about
yuu? You are fond of her.”

«It's quite a featernal foeling,” said
Murphy comfortably. ¢ I'm not the
sort of fellow to lose my head over
any woman, If she cared for me I'd
be glad enough to have her,  As she
doeen't I'm quite satiefied she should
have the fellow she ddes care for."

« [ don't know on esrth why she
cares for me." .

«It's beoause of your isce, Phil.
That's the worst of being born so
boastly good-looking. Then a man
has all the women running after
him/"

Kennedy smiled slighly. Then an
oxpression of pain oame over his
handsome face.

“ But women are fools,” Murphy
resumed. ¢ Good-looking fellows are
always hard to manage, You are the
know.”

* That's why I think it is uawise
o rush into matrimony, .

“ Did you ever love & woman " *

«1 dreamt onoe that I did.”

“ Dreamt it 2

 Buch oxperience are the dreams
of life, old fellow. They are far better
than the reality. But you know
nothing about them.”

+ Just ag well for me that I don't,
But why didn’t you marry her 2"

¢ She woulda't have me.”

“ It she a Dublin girl 9’

“She was in Dublin then, I don't
know where she is now."

““Then* don't bother about her.
Have & woman tbat will have you for
tho asking.”

1 wisgx I had something to throw
at you, ssid Kennedy., “I'm too
tired for any exertion, and there's no
gcod in arguing with you."”

When Murphy had taken his de-
parture Kennedy lay on the sofs, and
thought he would sleep there. He
was not_inolined to go to bed. Bat
bl reind was atill in & very wakeful
state; snd involuntarily he re-
tleoling on the subjest his friend hed
beon disoussing. Kennedy had beea
dimly gonseious that Miss Nellle Lioe-
son tind been making sdvances o him
and thet she would probably like to
marry'him; but, as he {was wont $o
think of her as & ﬂiﬂ.’ he had mnot

idered the sitasti iously until
b, when it assumed’ » new aspeot

worriod and rostloss. It was just the
timo to gottle down to a responsibility,
What better one could he want than
that of eudeavoring to make & woman
who soved bim happy ? He almost
mado up hie mind to propose to Nollie
the next time he mot her, and thus bo
quietly dozed off to sleop with her
imago filing his mind,

In his eleep ho heard a voice calling
him, «Puilipt Philipl” The oall
flagined to his consciousness through
tha slumber that was dulling his bran,
It was like a clarion sounding in some
still place. Then, as an echo, came
another call aleo reiterated—'¢ Phil ¢
Phil 1" v

He startod to his feet and rubbed
hia eyes, with a troubled exprossion.

'« It wag her voice,” he esid to hiw.
solf. « How strange! I could have
sworn she was Liore. It must have
been a dresm.”

Qoing to.the window, he opened it,
and stood looking out. His face was
very pale, and though he had described
his oxporience as s dream, he was
much moved by it. The incident or
oolnoldence of being roused by the
voice of the woman he loved, when ke

‘| bad almost made up his mind to marey

& woman he did not love, affected his
urpose.  Usually he was promptly
eotsive. Now he resolved to tem

porise. He would not propose to

Nellie juet yot. He would not even

ddoide waether or not he would marry

ber, for he was really not bound to her
in suy way. Ho would ask for a holi.
day and go away for at least a month.

He wauted & ohange, but he was not

1 the mood for compsny. He would

go on a long oyoling tour by Limeelf,

He bad often planved a eyaling tour

through Ireland, but had never carried

out the project. He would do so at
onoe, and hig intentions with regard
to Nellie Loeeson would depend on how
ho felt when he oamo baok. Marriage

“Tsn't  man at liberty to change
his mind a8 well as a woan "

« Of course, but thero muet be some
renson for it.”

1 Oh, it wag moroly a sudden fanoy,”
he said, looking at her keonly. She
reddened and became uncomfortably
oonscious that his resson had eomeo
reforence to hergelf, but she tried to
treat the mattor lightly,

+¢ Well, I hopo you will enjoy your
self, and that you will have charming
adventures, and not break any bones,
Weare togo to Switzerland in Auguet.”

* 8o you told me,"

8lhe was silent for a few moments,
(eeling damped, Bhe had hoped to be
engaged before going to Bwitzorlaud ;
now there did not seem to be the least
ohance of i, Then another hope
stirred in her ; perhaps he, too, might
go to Bwitzerland. .

“ Where are you going ?"” she in-
quired suggeatively.

1 don't kmow yet, but not out of
this country.”

“How dulll Why don't you de-
oide to go abroad ?"

¢ I don'’t want to.”

1t was ovident she could not in-
fluence him in his present mood, so
she gave way to pique snd left him.
Feeling satisfied with tho way he had
conduoted affairs Konnedy did not
wait for the end of the programme, but
went back to his lodginge. 3

] should have behaved like this
sooner,” he said to himeelf, and * not
sllowed hier %o take possossion of me.
But1 did not see how mattors were
tending.  If I over marry her it will
be beoausa I ohoose, not beesuse she
ohooses.” He was quite farious at
the thought that he had been very
noarly entrapped.

As edon a8 ho ronched his sitting-
room Kennedy opened the drawer,
took out & photograph and looked at
it ateadily for so:ne minutes.  Ag he
gazed at it his expression altered. It
bad been stern ; it softened, it grow
tender, and then wistful,

It was & woman's faco—a fair wo-
man, tou—but not brillisnt in any

was too serious to be undertaken on
the spur of a momentaty impulse.

On applying for a month's holiday
that day Kennedy Lad his request
granted, Indeod an afirmative answer,
Bince bis firet sppointment in the
distillery hie had been rapidly prom sted,
a3 ho was related to she proprietors of
the concern ; and for the same reason
it was highly probable that he would
one day get & partnership. This wae
Friday, so Kennedy arranged $o begin
his loave of absence on Monday. The
month was July, the wesather very
fine, so he had the best augury of
propitious oiroumstances for his tour,

This evening Kennedy had an on-
gsgement, snd though it was one he
was not partioularly anxious to fulfill,
ha decided to go just to pass the time,
His 1 wag now b og
suppressed exoilement. He waslong
ing [everishly, as a sohoolboy longs for
the firat day of vacation, for the next
few days to be over.

- The funation to which ke was going-

was a musioal * at home" at his aunt’s,
in Merrion square. This aunt, Mrs.
Allen, waa a very exolusive sort of
person, wont to flatter herself that the
sooiety in which she mixed was the
most seleot in Dublin, Her side of
the family hud no connestion with the
distillery, she was acoustomed to main.
tsin. Her poople were gentry, oon-
neoted with the landed interest and
not with teade. Kennedy rather liked
bLin rolative, who always had & warm
weleomae for him, though her snobbist

sonse.  This woman's haic was evid.
ently of that coiour whioh the Fronch
oall coudro (not golden like Nellie's),
her facs was thin-and rather sharp-
featured her expression wes resol
but sad.  She was evidently one who
had lesrned early in life that Fate for
her would be an adverse force against
which she would have to arm heroelf
and do battle, Under the photograph
one was written, * Eilesn.” Kennedy
word's ayes grew dim as he remem-
bered the day when he had made the
giver write ber name there.

¢ Bhe has mind and a soul,” he
aid to myself. ** Nellio has not much
of eithor. Eileen, where are you?
Why did you migunderstand me so
oruelly 2"

Eileon's history, in so far as it eon
oceroed Kennedy, was a-ead but very
ordinary ome. She had lived his
sunt, Mrs. Allen, for six months as
lngg-help. and dnring that time Ken-
nedy hed had many orpormnitiea of
meeting ber, insensibly, this quiet,
eelf-contained woman had drawn him

gomowhioro in tho country.”
* 8he must bo most deaiging,” said
the crony. _** Fanoy making an ap.
pointwont with him, to meot hor out,
It was the gecond timo 1| saw thom
togoshior 1n Stephon‘o groen, [ though
it was ume to toll you,”

** Jt wae most kind of you, I am
suro, - Nevor trust quiot people. Tho
aro alwags say  And Chilip is suoh
: fm.),l, ho i8 quite capablo of marrying

er.

Konnedy had a short intorview with
Erleon beforo sho left, Sho was
haughty, implying plainly by her
manner that she thought ho had been
tofling with her. Ho was broken.
hoartad but haughty too, So thoy
psrted in angor. e had 1o olue ag
to whore sho wont, but oupposcd sho
had gone to America, ag she had
frequently told him sho wished to go
there,  Bug his heart clung poralat.
ently to the thought of hor, though
there was no hope mn him that he
should' over meet hor again. Thus
had Iileen O Farrcli coms into and
passed out of his life. Probably he
now thought she had married somo
ono elso. Irish women who go to
Amorica generally marry,

“I dare say I' am predestined to
marry Neltio,” he said to hungell as
ho put back the photograph in the
drawer, (It was too preolous a mo-
ment to lot mingle with the photo-
graphs of ordinary acquaintance that
adorned tho room.) ¢ But there is a
mooth's reprieve, anybow, It is a
privelego to bea free man,”

Then he produced eome eycling
maps, aud began to plan where he
should go. The West attracted him;
atill he deotded that ho would go along
she East const, go through Waterford
and Cork, and *‘do” Killarney. If
there would be time, then ho would
go on westward,

Monday was o dull day, yet s plea.
ant one for cycling. Kennedy folv in
better spirits than ho had beon in fora
long timp a3 hestarted on the firststage
of hie jounoy. But his restlessness
soon returned. o could not pause
to admire the beauties of the places
he passed through, as he had planned
todo. A feverish excitemont urged
bim on and made him indifferent to,
almost uncongeious of, fatigue. He
grudged the nights whioh had to be
spent at hotel en routs, and went filty
miles by train one wet day when it
was impossibloe to ride,

The first halt of any length be
made was in Killarnoy, which be wae
visiting for the first time. DBut even
the charms +* that far-famed resort
failed to make much impression on
his usually impressible artistio faculty.
He goi a8 much sight-sesing as sol-
giblo into & siay of tbree days, and he
felt relieved when he was again wheel-
ing along, The next dey he was in
the county of Limerick ; and, on the
evening of that dey, found himscll ic
an unpleasant predicamont. Having
gone & wrong road, he found himself,
when it was growing datk, twelve
miles from the town he hoped to
reach, and three miles from the neat-
est villago where, of course, there
woald be a publio house, but no ac.

dation for Dis-
mounting, Kenuedy lsid his machine
on the grass by the roadside and

-stretohed himself nesc it to consider

bered that thore was no mistresa, Tho
next moment the door oponed, and
ho"wu faco to face with Eiloen O'Far.
roll.

** Eileon I ho oxolaimed,

“ Philip 1" gho satd.

14 was the firat timo thoy bad ealled
oaoh other by their Chrigtian naos ;
but their mutual aatonishment mado
thom bohave simply, Rlleon emiled
and felt happy. Konnedy smiled and
folt happy alse. Bach’ know before
any more worda had been apokeu that
the barriors of resorve that kad
soparated thora wero now removed for
over,

* Sit down,"” said Eiloon, I was
told there was a atrangor in the draw-
ingroom who wanted %0 eco father,
and Ellen gavo ms your card, but it
wag too dark to ses it. I never oz-
peoted that it was you.”

“I thought you were in Amorica.”

‘ I had intended to go, but my stop
mother died, and it seemed unkind to
leavo father, g there are a lot of
young children—my stop brothersand
step-sigters.  So 1 have beon Jovking
after thom sinoe, T used not get on
with my stop mother. That's why I
was living away from home,”

“Thon this is your home! Ob)
Eileon, if I bad known you wero so
near me, I should have come to you
long since. It hag beon such a miser.
able year since we parted,”

Do you think I have beon less
migorable than you ?”

“You knew that I loved you, yet

and hor namo figured in tho marriage
lists with tbat of Frank Murphy.

Kennedy thinke ho hag had a nar.
raw escape, for which Lo thanks his
lucky oycling tour,

—.———

The Jews and Palestine,

At the Jewish conferenco held at
Baslo last week a proposal to purohase
the Ialy Land for tho purposs of
reconstituting the Hebrow natin wag
passed by aculamation. A day or two
Intor a miniaterial newspapor in Rome
announced that the Bultan had
oxpressed his willingness to goll
Palagtine to tho Jows, but that tho
Vatican was organizing a campaign of
opposition to tia plan, and had
already sent out petitions to the ohief
European Pawers requeating that no
such projeot might ho allowed to go
into exocution. To this 1 am in &
position to oppose a complete denial,
saya tho Romo correspondent of The
Liverpool  Oatholle Times. The
Vatitin has not occupied itgelf in the
least degres with this  Jewish
projeat, for it knows full well that in
fulfilaent of a prophecy of our Saviour
thoro is not the least likelibood, for
the present at least, of the Jowish
nation reconstituting ileelf. Besides,
tho insinuation that the Catholic
Churoh has a tendenoy to poreccuto
tho Israclite ie absolutely falge, as le
patont to all who are acquainted with
higtory.

you wiifully d me,”

‘1 think a man should make him-
aell plainly understood.”

** You wero 80 cold, go haughty.”

““ Werae you leee 40 2"

 You know I love you now 2"

1 do, since you say go."

 And you lovo me, Eileen ?”

s1 think you noed not ask.”

The rest of the conversation was in
a gomewbat similar atrain. It was
only when Mr. O'Farrell came on the
acene that Keonedy remembered why
*he hiad come and the request for hos-
pitality he had to make.

Of course the request was granted.
In fact Konnedy spent the remainder
of his month's holiday at Rathdore,
which was the nsme of Mr O'Furrell's
farm.  Of course, too, Kennedy mar-
ried Eileon, and thereby greatly scan-
dalized his aunt, Mrs: Allen,

* Fanoy marrying a common farm-.
er's daughter!” she oried wrathfully
to the orony who had previously re.
ported the pair. * But I told you
lPhili[) would be foolish enough to do

"

For a little while Nellie iaeeaon was
broken-besried. Then she consoled
herself by matrimony on her sceonat,
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what ho would do. Now he @
od that he was exoeuivel{l tived. He
had expeoted to be at the projested
hotel by this, It sevmed to him that
he oould not possibly ride even a
couple of miles further, Besides, how
should he find his way in the dark,
with no one to direot him ?

«I have overdome it todsy any-
how,” he seid to himself, “I am
just rightly served. I ought have
stayod at Newocastle. Bui what on
earth is to be done now?"

Moohauically he lit a ciger and
bega1 to smoke. Then an answer to
bis_question suggested itself, Op
posite was a gate through which a
way led to & substantial looking house
io a field. It was evidenily a farm-
house, and Kennedy heatily decided
that he would go there, explain his
dilemma, and ask for accommodation
for the night, Immediately he lifted
himself and Lis bicycle from the grass,
aud was.soon knovking st tbe front
door of the house that-had invitingly
auggested shelter to him. It wasouly
when the door was opened by a rosy-
cheoked servaut that he became sud
denly congcious that his position was

b i He briefly explained

to ker, and when he zaired that
he loved her, be was intensely bappy
for a while. He was sure she return
od this feeling, though she was very
raserved with htn.  But a shy ren-
sitive woman, whon she behaves 0old-
ly to a men &equtlly sensitive) who
loves her, repels him and hinders him
from assuming a lover's attitude.
Kennody sought every pcssible op-

tunity of ting Eileen. but he

notions jarred on him ; while she con-
sidered his Radiosl tendencios quite
preposterous.

“ Well, ‘Philip, you really are.the
most. unpunotusl man in town,” she
said, shaking hands with her nephew
when be appeared, "I thought you
were not going to come. But you are
just ‘m time to hear Nellie Loeoton
sing."

Mra. Allen, loo, favored the projeot
of » matsh between har nephew and
Nallie, who was well connected.

Kenvedy had decided that he would
+¢ keop olear” of Miss Liceson this even-
But he had reckoned withous
his host—that is, withous Nellie.
When her song was aver she beckoned

im arbitrarily to her side, He had

‘¢ Night Frauk Murrhy e thrown

“ua 14 (Kennedy) Jad been moet-

“uft Jhis gi-l conatantly lately,  Bhe | ing.

b xi\'f\i‘. and her gliety distracted

v 3. it he hed not Jetuslly encour-

et Ler ad hed perbaps | him y
in her mind { 4o go to her.

t=«:1 rise t0 expeotali

i

Bbe was a brillisnt.

dared wob speak of love to her, He
wanted ercouragement which she
shrank from giviog. Then a rupture
suddenly ooeu between her and
Mre. Allen when -some ono who had
soon_Eileen and Kennedy together
one day when she was out with Mre
Allen's boys reported the matter.
Kennedy's sunt beosme suddenly
aware that the lady-help bad designa
on her nephew, aad wi )

that he wanted to seo the master or
mistres3 of the household, and handed
her a card to givs.

« There isa"t no mistress,” said the
girl, looking st bim with ouriosity, lor
visitors, especially gentlemon with
bioyoles, were rare “An'
I think the maather is out, vut I'll go
an’ see, if you'll come in, You can
lave your bicycle there, No one won't
touoh it."

She showed him into a sittingroow, |

and requested him 1n a friendly man-
ner to #it down. Presently she re-
tuead with & Iamp. Then he was
surprised to find himself in a ver,

tastefully arranged room. The furn

ture was oldfeshioned, but there were
no gaudy anti macassars or like so-
cessories usual in the best parlor of a
farml The walls were artistio-

P ~ quent);
veory indignant. She provoked Eileen
into giving notios and going at onoce.

** And she is not 2 1ady at all,” ssid
Mrs. Allen to the crony who hed
mede the mischief, ¢ She is nicely
educated and musioal, so [ treated her
»s » Iady, and allowed her into the
drawing rood, ~ But her people are
only farmers, Fenc; that! Common

ally decorated. There were flowersin
pots and in’' vases, an abundance of
brio a:brac—-a piano whioh stood open.
with musio on it, as though it had
recently beer used. Keunedy bad
only time to take in these details when
he hoard steps descending the sairs.
They were light stepe, like & womaun's,
and this pussied bim, as he remenm-

t <
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