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Action Sermon,

emkTed on the occasion of the Communion,i.hed by rcquest, in thte Mon thZy Record.
'When ye corne togethier, therefore, into unc

this is flot ta cat thse Lord's Stipper."-l
tMIil: 20.

We intend ta direct your attention, this
noon, ta the particutar designation wluch

here giveit af the ittresting ordinance
ich we are titis day ta celebrate. P~aul catis
the Lord's Sîipper. It i, kniown b3' various
cer naines. It la frcquently called the
mmunion, in allusion to the passage, "4''lie

whichi we break, is it flot the commun-
i ofthe body af Christ, the cul) af blessing.
iceli we bless, is it naL thse communion of

btoad of Christ ?" that is ta, say, do0 we
t, by the acta of cating the bread anîd drutk-

,with the body and blood of Christ, tlrnt
participate in att the blessings wbichi flow

hi. broken bodly and bis shied blood. It
earty called thse L'ucharisl, a termn coin-

snded of two Greck, %ords, signiifyîu, Ulic
ving of thanks. Thtis teri, howevir, i flot
plied ta it in the Newv Te'stamecnt, but %vas
ein it by the cariy Christimi f ilcr, i

Iuîian ta tce feelings af gratitudep %%ith' %v*lilch
ýD ordinance should bc obéterveti. - nu of
0e Mfost commiis naines by whicli i 15 kuuwn
SSIS0 of humait origits; We nuit the ':-
ýrd. This is a Latin terni, which m as ap-
àed by the Romans ta the oath ut utJLIitflce
hidli was adîninistered ta their sutdltŽts. 'Plie
afini for this oath is sacrainemiurn. 'l'le
rsi vas carly emptoyed ta desiglnte bp
9ml and te Lord's Supper, wiih we calet
*two Sacraments, ocause it was thought

Yo4. IN. 4. a7

that in these ordinances we nitke the ie
promise of fidclity and obedieuce ta Christ
that the JRmin -,oldiei did ta his geiteral.
Tlie abuse ta xvhieli this lias been puit ià a
proof mf the daniger of inventing epithets ini
regard ta sueb subjects, and show3 uis lîow
niuchi better it is to content ourselves with
those ivhicli the~ Spirit bas sen fit to e.mplu)Y.
The idea of a s.tertnwnit-jf an oathi-tuking-
-is the ane iimiversa,.llv ~oca wiath ti
Lord's Supper. Iftvyit -ask the great mai.tjoi-
ty or those who seai thentbel ve.i la the Lorcl'i
table whtt the-Y iliteud to d4o, thev will tell
you tiat thecv mean to reine% their covenanît
vows. This is an imuportant view ta take of
the ordinance, but it is a very parti, and i-
perfect ane ; vet it -, enl4 îu t the oîily view
w.%hich xnanv tat f il, aud tlgis is probably
0o10 great rctsun it% iniany 1;eep, back front
its observance. TIti'wht hougbits atre
takeni Up mitli the suiIvnn voivs wbich arc hc-
fore theni, and nattiaàklt~ln their weak-
ness anid tiî luînsLucr thev besitate
abolit taking a is thcn gtius vs so v'ery
h.irlalit" ilu their îla.aro. Ole %toiuid imagihne
1 .ronm tlîeir cutnduci that L LvV m ere about ta do
sonie rrreat favor o>r rnpurtant service to
Christ, instead of is euîLrin a favor on
illi. Nve du not m'tg) IV in ht the corn-
ililiaicant dues Ilcttd Auonhn tf
buit whl, t. object t., i.. t1 .', 10011g at it ex-
clti'ively in this light., as su u.,mîîv sct-in ta du
4111( WC thiatk ihat Uic. ti.ct that vow.% in cuit-
nectiait wiit this ojriinance are never once
alludced ta in te N-w 'i'sanie.nt, miit luad
uis lu doubt il'titinnî'ees.sarv stress bast not been
laid (11 this vieNv of thlu c;rdinlance.

lit the clause winhp ive lmvc talion aS the
heading of this daorwe ha~ve a desoeip-


