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tan holdly turn over the sacred pages of the
ew as well as the 0!d Testament, and tell
{?u that his views are supported there. The
niversalist can pick out passages which he
will essert are on his side. The Unitarian
¢an do the sams. The priest of Rome can
Prove Transubstautiation by sayine * This ia
my hedy.” and, in proof of his middle state,
e will quote, *“ He went and preached to the
¥pirits in prison.” ‘The Arminian will go to
the New Testament in proof of his * Entire
®anctification,” &ec. ‘he Baptist will Gnd
ipping there. And all tire ather small her-
®tics make bold to follow. liven the wretch-
ed Mormean will quote from the New Testa-
Ment, The Organist alore appears te shy
off when that Book is opened. I would be
ar indeed from wishing to be understood as
esiring 1o place the organist on a level with
the ahove. 1 mean nothing of the kind. 1
Werely state the fact ; and while that fact re-
Maing,—and it will remain until the New
Testament will say something decidedly, how-
¢ver little, in favor of instruments,—we most
"ot he charged with ignorar.ce or bigotry for
XPressing our intention to refuse the invita-
!‘°n to enter on paths unknown to our
athers and to the records of our Christian
8pensation. In harmony with the view
‘e given, of the service of praise in
postolic times, is the history of the early
~hristian  Church. They sang th2 Psalms
N David, and, frequently, hymns of praise
b“d thanks to God and Chiist. The cele-
1;“9(1 Pliny, proconsul of Bithynia, writes
th the Emperor, early in the second century,
8t the Christians were accustomed to meet
Bether, on a certain day, Sunday, and that
a Y fang together a hymn of praise to Christ,
% Gog. Tertullian, at a later date, when
f:l'l"il]ing their feasts of charity, gives the
o O%ing account :—* The supper being end-
in-',llghts are brought in, and every one is
Vited to sing, either from Holy Seripture,
fom the prompting of his own spirit, some

::“‘8 of praise to God, for the common edifi-
on”" I copy the fullowing from the

R"’{Phlet lately referred to in the Record :—
A lddle, an Episcepalian writer on Church
" 'quities, says:—* The orthodox falh'ers
p.:;‘%ly. recommend the use of Darvid's
Ving s, in preference to the new and enthu-
tie effusions of the sectarians of their dair.’ ”
g™ the whole congregation joined in plain
chils' irgham says :—* Men, women and
Yoie Ten united, with one month and one
Thi:' In singing Psalms and praises to God.”
ties 'as the most ancient and general prac-
' tll ‘the way of alternate singing was

cop BU into the Church.  St. Chrysostom,
Mya 2ring the Apostolic times with his own,
ang o Anciently, they all’ met together,
livgq ™! sang in common.” Flavian, who
Naty 8bout 350, was the author of the alter-
' n'." of singing, and Lingard says :—
\,“itunes passed bhefore the improvement
Mroduced of dividing the ringers into

choirs, who should alternately answer each
other.” The practice of alternate singing, or
chanting of Psalms, was thus an innovation
of the 4th century, and it was, by no means,
wniversally aeceptable. Bingham says:—
“ The elergy of New Cesarea were such ad-
mirers of the eld rule (that of plain singirg,)
that when St. Basil had introduced the alter-
nate way into his own Church, thev were
oftended at it, and ohjected against him, that
it was not «o in the davs of Gregory the
Greal.” The writer adds:—* Our present
practice, in this rerpect, is in perfect aceord-
ance with that >f the early Church, for hun-
dreds of years. The Church of Scotland
agrees also with the primitive Chareh, in not
employing iustrumental musie in public wor-
ship. They who ohject to organs have, at
least, this to say for their opinions. that there
were no organs in the Caoristian Church for
ages,—that, when introduced, they were
atrongly ohjected to, and that, from all the
Eastern Churchen, they are still excluded.”
The above facts are very important. We find,
in the history of the Church. that, very eurly,
greatattention was given to the improvament
of Church Psalmody. In the seventh cen-
tury, we see Gregory the Great, a Pope of
Rome, and one of the heat of them, devoting
his energies to this work., As late as the
beginning of the ninth century, the chair was
pointed out in which Gregory was wont to sit
when he presided over the class of bovs re-
ceived into the school of singers.  Before this
time, choirs and chanting were introduced
into some chiurches, and against the innova-
tion many of the most eminent bishops
strongly protested. Among these, Agoband,
Arthbishop of Lyons, took a prominent part.
He was oppored to the artificial character of
the Church music. He would prefer the plain
old way, when men, women and children all
sang, with one mouth and one voice, the
praises of God. Buat the spirit of innovation
was abroad. Artistic praise, the chanting
and the choir engaged the attention of
bishops and princes. 'The king of France,
Pipin, who ascended the throne by treason
and by the help of the Pope, devoted great
atteition to this. In his time, it seems the
style of singing in the Church of France was
much inferior to that of Rome. He desired
to have it improved after the Roman model,
Aboat this time, the middle of the eighth cen-
tury, the organ was first introduced into the
Church, and that same Pipin had the horour
of inttoducing it. It happened in this way :
The Eastern Emperor made him a present of
an organ—a very fine, one, of course—and,
being much pleased with its melody, he
thought it would be an jmprovement on the
Church singing, and had it accordingly set up
in the’ Church. Under this stimulus, the
French singers improved so muon, that Rome
was willing to take lessons from them.
Ahout a century later, Pope John sent to the
Church at Treysingen to obtain an organ and




