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Hle spoke as foilowvs:s

Gentlemen,
I propose to speak te you. on sone of the lessons of the wvar as

te international law, especiaily on retaliation and the indirect
blockade, as it bas been ca]led, which was carried on againstE

4 ~ Gerniany by Great I3ritain latterly in co-operation %vitb the
'nted States of America. My remarks will naturally f Il under

three heads:

1. The doctrine of retaliation and its effeet on noutrais;
L 2. The doctrine of continuous oyage; and,

3. The sy8Wmn of rationing noutral countries iii the vicinity- of
Gerinany.

1. RETALIATION. The first observation %vhich vomnes to me is
that it has been thoughit soinetinies that neutî'als arc, affected as

e ~ regards their use of the highi seas by the law only of contraband
and of blockade in the strict sense of the terni. It lias, howeV(ýver,
always been a part of international law that the position of neuitrals
raighit be affeeted by reprisais exerciscd by one belligerent against
lt e oahler, and that neutrals iiight tu sonie exterit be prejudiecd by

such reprisais. There is nothing iie% in this doctrine-it isas
at lcast as the tiniie of Lord Stoweli. Lord Stoweil had to deal
with the orders-ini-council passed by the British Goeîwtby
w-ay of repris.1l for- the' decreces of Berlin in 1806, 2lst Novoîxîber,
arid of ïMila ii 807, l7th August. By these decrees Napoleon
affer ted to put the British Isies into a stateofe bluekade and pro-
Ihibited ail intercourse wvith there, ami .ill trafhrc in British merehan-
dise. f1-aving regard to the prodominanve of the British iiavy
at thait tiie tis Proclamation of bloekade %vas miost audacioiis,
but as the influence of Napoleoi %vas predomnnti on the continent
bis decrees were obcyed by bis allies and by thnse who dreaded lus
power,

Y Great Britain retaliatcd for the B3erlin decee by the celebrated
î orders-in-counicil of 7th January, 1807, and i lth November, 1807.

By the, second of these ýorders there was proclairaed virtually a
bIoc1iae~ of France and of the countries of ber allies, and of ail
count-s which, submitted te Napoleon's decrees at Berlin and


