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engagement for overseas service by the soldier charged with beinig
absent %rithout leave is complete on producetion of the signed en-
listment paper and proof that the accused had been passed as fit
for military service and that the military unit had been regularly
established; and primd facde proof of absence without leave may
be miade by the production of a letter to that effect from the
officer comnisnding the Military District; it is no answer for the
aecused to shew at the trial that the age hie gave at enlistment
as under 45 was incorrect and that hie was over that age.

ANNOTATION ON THE AiBovE CAsE Fîîtom D.L.R.

A new order-in-council in1 substitution for that of Januarv t6,
1916, was passed at Ottawa on August 5, 1916, in the following
ternis (P.C. 1873):-

"Whereas it lias been found that the Regulations miade and
established hy order-in-council 6th of January, 1916, P.C. 30-57,
-with. the .iew of punîshing and preventing the offence of absence
without leave fromn the Active Militia and the Oversea5 Expedi-
tionary Force, need aiendmcnt, therefore, the ,ov-ernor-'Qeneral
in-Gouncil is pleased to order that the --.id order-in-council
shall be and the sanie i., hereby eancelled.

*'The Giovernor-G'cnieral iii Council, with the samne purpose in
view, and undpr and in virtue of the power eonferred bv setion
6 of the War '\Ieasure., Act, I., further pleased to order an<l it is
herebv ordered as folcvs: -

(1) Everv man of the akctive miiiii of C anada, and everv
soldier of the Canadiani Overseas .:xpeditiii.,rv' Forces who
ab)sent:s himself front the corps or unit to, which hie be'h>ngs, ivithout
tle leave of the ('omnianding (Iffleer of sucli corps or unit, is
giity of an offence ami ia;Ide upon sunimary convictbon under
the provisions of part XV. 'if the C'ninl(ode to imprisornent,
with or without hard labour, for a terni flot exeeedinýg two vears.

(2) Notwithstanding anytbing containeci in the Crirninal
(Code, oi ii any other Act or Iaw, any justire of the peace, police
or stipendiary miagistrate shall have jnrisdiction to hear, try and
determine any charge of an offence of absence without leave,
although the offence inay have been commilted or be charged
Io have oeen rommitted outside the territorial division in which
such justice, police or stipendiary magist rate ordinarily bas or
exercise., his jurisdiction.

(3) The production of a Service Roll or Attestation Paper
purporting to be sîgned by the accused andi purporting Wo be ait
engagement by hlm to serve in the corps or unit frorn which he
is charged with being absent without leave shall be sufficient
proof that the accused was duly enlisted in the said corps or unit.
and a writtcn statemnent purporting to he Rigned hy the Officer
Commnanding or administering a Mihitiry District lu Canada


