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TISE JUrsîClÂL COMMlýITTE OF THE PouVY COUNCIL.

and the Master of thc Relis aiternatoly helped
to make a court; and one weekç, when neither
of these judges could attend, the Coinmittee
had to suspend its sittings. Exceïlent, then,
as the inaterials are of n hich the Judicial Coin-
mittee is made, they are not properly econu-
mised ; sud the consequence is that the Court
does net possess that stable character which
is so necessary to enaure success in the admnin-
istration of justice. Its sittinga, coustitution-
ally irregular, are made still more su by the
changing and unstable position ut thejudges,
sud tlic court bas consequently given risc to a
great dsai of dissatisfaction both in ibis coun-
try sud abroad.

As for there beiug a regular Bar, confining
its practices entirely te the w ork which corne
before tlic Commitise, it is quite out of the
question. The Commîittce sita about three
months or so a, year, provided if can make a
court, w hieh, as wa have accu, is nu easy mat-
ter. Thle services of couuscl are offly requircd
for these thîrce înonths, and il is surcly too
inucl tu expeet that gentlemen would be at-
isfied with only the tees troîn thi-ce months
work in court, Under these circumnsiances
w e have corne te tile conclusion that the prin-
cipal aim for w hich Lord Brougham broughi
thec Comiticte into exi-stence has been defeat-
cd. W ith two exceptions ibere are nu colonial
j udgcs menmbers of the t'ommittee ; there is nu
egular Bar, the Commnittee dues not ait regu-

larly ;and there is as rauch delay now lu the
deterînination of a case as ever there was be-
fore the Conitice w-as estabiished.

'ibat a greai deat ot very serions ineonve-
nience arises trom ibis state of tbings w e ueed
hardly renîark. The business ut the Cern-
inittes gues ou su sluwly that it la not at aIl
uneumînun tu sec a case standing for hearing
for- ai leasi tw o atttings. winian appenîls

c cilyscem te ho pcculiauly untortunate.
Teu ho ripe for hearing tbcy have tu pasa
ihrough a great îuany shoals and quicksaiids.
lu the ttrst place, w hether tlie suiturs are rich
ur net, flie agents in Indis sem te bo su fond
ut having their clet'mouey in their banda
that, unless bar d pressed, they do not think
oUireiuîtting fonds te the solicitors berete carry
on the appeals. Secondiv, net a lbxv cf these
appeals are held over the heads ut tlie reapon-
dents, inefrnror(qn, du induce thora te corne te
an sînicable sctiomeut. W heu, hon ever, ail
these dangers are passed, sud ihey are set
don for hearino-, tbey go on uoeddfor a
long- trne. Thiese appeals are noir comino in
le larger numbers than ev er. Inste'îd of four
courts, there are now fifLecu or sixteen courts
iu luthsi trom appeals xvhich are hruught be-
fuo-e the Judicial Comînitice. Thon ihere are
the appeala frein the various colonies, sud te
dispose ut ail ibis heavy business fihe sniiors
haive te look te judges already uveru-helmned
w itit business in tbeir on courts, and w'bo
luave nmctaplhoiieally speaking, nu brcathing
tilue 1 Can anything be mors anomalous than
ibis ? In ibis old country ut ours wae have a

gi-cat mauy anomalies, but a more complote
atumnbliug-block lu fice path ofthe " intelligent
foreiguer" than this Judicial Committee there
dos net exist. hVe expect ur rctired judges,
o'itboui aiîy turther remnionration tîmu their
pension (and the pension is given for pa ser-
vices), te be retired judges only in naine; and
sud in tbeir chd age, ivhcu tbey want rest, te
learu new systenîs ut lin, and work as bird
as a student reading for bis examination !We
expeet our actingjudges te inierrupt the busi-
ness ut tlueir own courts and te attend tu duties
w-hich (Ie net legitiînstely belong te them, and
that f'or nothiug ail An ex-cabinet miniater
wben ho gets a pension may retire from active
lite w ithout being further troubied. An acting
cabinet minister la cxpected te attend te the
duties of bis ewn department; but a retired
judge must work ou in a new field, sud an
acting judge must be prepared te ho called
away te new courts. Truc, through the self-
denial of ur judges, there bas net yet arrived
wbat w e may eaul a regular dead-lochk; truc,
the inconvenience te a gi-est extent bas been.
attendant upon the judges only; but for the
due administration ut justice the convenience
ut li thjudges bmust hc, at leasi, as rancb con-
sulted as that ofthe public; aud it is nothing
but the muat suicidai sud shoit-5sighted pelicy
"te w-ork flhc wil]ing herse te deatb."

It w iii ho tho dawn uftihe fture 'golden ages'
in ibis country whcm the refurms iii unr "ju-
dicial systcm " advocated by Sir Reundeli
Palîner are adupiod. To curtail tue Heurse et
Lords ut ils appellate jurisdiction, and te make
unly one court ut appeal for ail cases are oh-
vioualy tlie beat possible changea that could
ho desired lu our administration uf the law.
But we are afraid il will ho long, very long,
before they are broneght about. The tact that
Sir Ploindell Patlnriï's celebrated spe ech w as
nul deliveî ed until, by tue u-psetîing ut' ihe
Rtaasell-(uladstone ininistry, ho had ceascd te
ho the Attornev-Genei-al of England, shows
how dfficult the task is. It is, lieu ever, wertliy
ofthim, and wc trust that ho will net rest till
the changes are aceumplished. lu the man-
timne, aud te prevent further mischief w ith re-
terence to the w orking ot the Judicial Coin-
inittce, w e think somec reforma are absolutely
necessaî-y. These need net change the chai-ac-
ter ot the Coimmrittee, for, if Lord Bî-ugham's
idea la carried eut in its entirety, ail that la
needfuil xvii ho dune. TUcre are lawyeî-s in
England from ail parts ot the British emapire-
lawyers o-ho have hcld biglU judicial positions
hl ndia and tUe colonies. If it were made Worth
their w hile they might ho associa ted w'îtb Eng-
lish lawy era, and titus fura a paid court for
the purpose ot geiiing through the business uf
the Cominutes.

We bav e n,) he,ý italie n esaying ihat, micass
ail the judges et the Cormmutes are adequately
remune-ated, there is net the sliglitest chance
ut the Coininittee becoming s regular aud a
stable Court ot -Appeal. To psy thejuLidgea is
et cour-se a mnatter etf£. s. d , but w-s believe
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