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To thie Gotzcil of Me Ottawa le/d-WiVà/ualisis' Citib:
GiEN.-TLF,.%EN,-Tlhe leaders in botany have pleasure in reporting

that there has becn continued activity in this branch during the past
season. Soîne additional plants have been added to the local list, new
localities discovered for rare species previously recorded, and interest-
in,, observations made in growing native plants from seed. In this
connection the leaders would drawv attention to the work now being
carried on at the botanic gardcn on the Central Experimental Farmi,
wvhere a large number of native plants have been grown froîn seed frorn
various parts of the Dominion, and wvhich are always available for study
by visitors and students. A miagnificent collection of seeds of prairie
flowers has during the j)ast season been presented to, the botanist in
charge by ivir. T. N. Willing, of Calgary, N.W T., a memiber of the
club. Some of these have been sown, and niany others are ready for
planting in the spring. AIl nibers are invited to, assist with seeds
and roots of rare plants. The importance of studying plants in a grow-
ing condition cannot be too strongly urged. 0f particular interest to,
botanists are several plants, the seeds of wvhich have been presented by
P>rof. Macouni, concerning which there was somne doubt as to, specifie
identity, or for the observation of other poizs; of scientific interest.
As an instance of the value of this wvork mention niay be made of an
investigation made by Mr. J. M. Macoun last spring, by which it wvas
found that the Gamiassia, abundant around Victoria, in Vancouver
Island, is flot, as wvas supposed, Camassia escudeula but C. Leichiuii,
a fact wvhich had previously been suggested by Prof. Macoun. The
true C. escu/efta wvas collected by Mr. Macoun near Sproat's Landing,
and grows in lowv land quite close to, the river, growing, in fact, in the
eirly p)art of the season wvhen discovered, in the water by the riverside.
C. Leichi/inii has larger and darker purpie flowers: with the lowest
segment of the perianth conipicuously deflexed. A collection of grear
interest to the botanical student is the large collection of' native and
foreign grasses-about 15o different spce--hc are being culti
vated at the Experimiental Farm.


