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William Mbhite, Esq.> Sherbrooke.

jMT DEAIt S11,-J amn net about te address you offi-
eially fur 1 amrnfot authorized to doseo, yet 1 kniow you
iare se mue1' interested in the question of education in
this Province that, I cannot but feel (occupying as you
do the highly honourable and important position cf
i atonnier of tIse Quebec Bar,) that yen ought te ho

1made aware of tise desires of the Protestant Commnitts%
1of the Council cf P'ublie Instruction in the matter cf
thde examination cf candidates for thse admiesion to
istudy tIse professions in this Province.

1 wvisli, at once, te state that the Protestant Cern-
mîtteo do net in any way desire te interfere with the
education of Roman Catholice. The two Committees
of the Council cf Public Instruction have the sanie
abject in view, but they wvork on difl'ent lines.

ThLie Protpstant educational Esystens may haq classified
tutv thrcu grades, viz., Common Schools, Higis Sclacols
and Universities. Witis the limited ineane at thse dis-
iposai cf the Ccnimittee they are endsavouring gradually
to raise the tone cf thse 111gb Scisools. The Common
Seheols demand a gruat duai of tlîoughtful care in their
administration, 'but hithete they have been almost

1 exclusively under tise contrai cf the Superintendent cf
1 P>ublie Instruction. and the Universitiee, altiacugis

receiving grants cf public nseney, lie beyond the in-
seting power cf thse Committee. Regular returna cf

tlcrwork and numbers ère sent periodically te thse
ioernment,and they are wcrthy of the great confidence
repoed in them by the public. But tise High Sohoole
or Academios, as they are called in country parts, have
been in a snost unsatisfactory condition. The Cem-

j xittee have labeured earnestly te raise their tene sud
to fi' them for thse weik which thse country demands cf
thoin. I do not wish te trouble yen, with an tiecounit
of thoir shortomings aud cf tise efforts cf thse Protes-
tant Cornmittee teimprove tisem. Suffire it te, say
that thse aim cf tise Committee is te niake thse Aca-
demies tise ineans whereby young nmen xnay prepare
theinsselvea for the study of tise professions and for on-
tc.ring- the Uisiversities by giving themn thse ground work

oflifea emattr, wuh as ma specal cing nsayfo
publieb lieduo ation, suh amas s ca q ali thmafo
ho. One cf the moat serions difficulties the Çommittee
lias te encounter arisos frem the powers possessed by
the several profoasional bodies te, examine candidates

jfor the permission te enter on prefeasional. ttudy. This
is a very different thing from the professional, examina-
tien itself for admission te practice Withi tisis latter
the Committee have ne wish te interfere ; it is entirely
outside, cf tiseir province. But as to the admission te
study, tbey feel that the best preparation a young mn
eau have is a broad liberal education without «"crans,"
sucis as will draw eut tise facultios and cultivate

i thouglit and observation. This style cf training is
equally applicable and useful te tise intending student
of Laiw, cf Medicine, cf Engineering aud other pro-
fumions, icuigeven Divinity.

Under tise present system there is ne uniformity of
plait or subjeet, no trained body cf Examinera, and in
tite uncortainty which prevailé, studeuts are led te
search proviens sets of questions anmd te, prepare them-
selvea by a ey8tera cf IlCrani."

l'ut furtiser tisere le a great practical difficulty in

the fact that no Academy teacher can give attention to
students preparing for different professions, and at tho
sanie tixno attend to ordinary sechool work. Under
suai a demand any educational systaim -Yill break
down. The plan of the Commiittea is to have an
E.xsmining B3oard of trained teachers of experience,
who may bo appointed by the Covernxnent on the re-
commendation of the Coininittee 'vith, if necessary,
the concurrence of the professional bodies. Some
sucli plan wvould meet the requirements of the case,
prcvided the subjects tau.lhb in the Academies and
Ifigh Schools formed the -round %York of the exami-
nations, and it wvouid be of course open at any fine te
the professional bodies te recornmend certain objecte
of study. The co-oporation of the professional bodies
would bo wvelconied by the Cominittee and would
grreatly strengthien their hands.

The adoption of some sucli systera %ould -ive a
higlier tone to education and secure a highier class of
teachers, and the evils of the Ilcram " system would
be avoided. Tho Comînittee moreover insist very
strongly on the ab30lUtO neceqsity of recognizing the
University Degree as in itself a qualification for the
entrance on the study of a profession. The two Pro-
testant Universities, McGili and ]3ishop's College, are
working te increase the quahity of the degree. They
are united on the subjects for matriculation in Arts,
and although there are subsequent differences, so as te
satisfy different classe8s of minds, yet both are earnest
to require good wvork froi their studenta. If the pro-
fessional bodies will flot accept men wvho have devoted
three or four years of their strength tn the atudy of
Arts and Science, not in technicalities but on broad
fundamentaI grounda, there would eee te bri very
littie room for t'niversitiea at ail in thse Province of
Quebec.

Commending these few observatione to your kind
notice and attention,

I amn, ny dear Sir, very truly yours,

I. W. ITENEKER.

THE FLORA 0F AXNCIENT EGYPT. (Xature.)

Bv Dit. G. SCIIWE!INFUItTK.

Tite discovery made by Eiil Brugscli Bey ou July 6, 1881,
or the vault or a king of the twentioth dynasty, is of the great-
est importance to botany, i» consequence cf the large number
in species ci plants containcd in the offerings and fanerai re.
pasta and in the wreaths whichi adorned the illustrions dead.
Amoîig thons are several whiclh were not known to belong to
ant ipnt Egypt 1 have begiun the stndy of the rensains of
thebe plants aken frnt the breasts of the most celebrated
kings of E? pt and of sudsi inestinmable value te scionce. De.
puted by à r. Maspero te arrange tiiese relies for the Egypto-
iogical Muiseum cf Boulait, 1 have classified theni according te
the high personages for whom they were intendcd. On the
eighit cardbards which I have the honour to send you in the
mntme of Mr. Maspero, yetu have a part of the funerai wre.-tbs
belonging to Rainses IL, Amenihotep I., and Aahmes I.

The wreatbs cf Ranscs il. were reniewed towards the nud of
the twentieth. dynasty <1100 or 1200 u.c.), or at the time cf the
tweiityfirât dynasty (1000 n.c.>. Tite king of that period,
according to records inscribed on thie coflinis and translated b3y
Mr. Maspero, eau"e a ncw coffin te bo made for the grat
Rambes, the one in whieb hie had firat beun placed haviingv beii
accidentally deatroyed. lu this new coffin were severai yards
cf wreaths, which Mr. Maspero hianded to me. 1 have exam-
inod thora & ansd sscertaitied their composition.

The wreaths of Ramnses il. are formed of the Icaves of
Mimusop Schimperi, Hochst., either folded or torm in
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