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In thefollowing essay, it is the intention of the writer to examine,
as concisely as possible, the conditions under which epic poetry
may attain to the highest point of perfection and grandeur of
which it is susceptible, and in the particular case which occupies
our attention, we will endeavor to discuss why Milton, as an epic
poet, so far succeeded and why Voltaire failed. It may be said at
first that never did there appear on the literary stage two such
great poetic spirit: more dissimilar, with environments so ditfer-
ent:—the one, English, Protestant, Puritan, religious, ~olemn,
enthusiastic, born in the England of the first halt' of the seven-
teenth century, that is to say, amidst surroundings the most
favorable to the production of an epic poem, during one of those
privileged epochs in which the people (adopting the expression of
a certain critic) knew how to speak as a man, befure having lost
the heart of the child ;—the other, French, Catholic by birth,
brought up .mong the Jesuits, with no fixed religious opinions,
the deadly enemy of funaticism, the great apostle of tolerance,
born in the France of the eighteenth century, fond of innovations,
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