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L.
In the following essay, it is the intention of the writer to examine,

as concisely as possible, the conditions under which epic poetry
may attain tf) the highest point of perfection and grandeur of
which it is susceptible, and in the partieular case which occu1 )ies
our attention, we wiII endeuvor to discuss why Milton, as an epic
poet, so far tsticeededi and why Voltaire fiàiled. Lt mnay be said at
flrst that nover <lj( tiiere appear on the literary -stage two such
greit poetic spirits more dis-;iiil., with cnvironments so differ-
ent:-the otie, Englisti, Protestant,, Puiritan, religious, solemn,
ent.husi&stic, born iii the En.gland of the first haif of the seven-
tecnth century, that is to say, amidst surroundings the Most
favorable to the production of an epic poem, (luring one of those
privileged cpoehs in which the pcople (adopting the expression of
a certain critie) knewv how to speak as a man,. before having lost
the heart of the chitd ;-the other, IFreneh, Catholic by birth,
brought Up ý.rnong the Jesuits, with no tixed religious opinions,
the deadly enemy of fanaticism, the great apostie of' tolerance,
born in the France of the eighteenth century, fond of innovations,
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