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THE CHARA'CTER 0Fz OLIVER TWI$T.

HAT the nîost amiable qualities of' mindzand heart are flot
inconsisient with lowlines.% of birilh, poverty or mlisfortune,

Li is a fact of everv. day experience. And yet there a 're
niany wlîa stili persist iii tranpliîîg an the «' thick-crowd-

ing poor>; w~ho pass their less fartunate neigylibaurs iii the street
wvith a look of cold scarn ;who, iI* ever they happen ta corne iii

contact with a person on whose tiarne tiiere is a stain, tlîrao up
their hands in hl horror, thus azlravating the ignorniny of one
who is probabiy deservinc, of their syrnpathy. If such a course of
action were alvways prompted hy pridie, it would at least be readily
understood ; but v'ery often this is not tie case. 'Not infrequently
this depiorable iack ai' christian ch:îrity is evinced by mien who
are known anmang their iriends and associates as far renioved
frorn anything like the least semiblance at vanity. They act an
principle : an that absurd principle - likce ail popular fallacies,
wvide-sprcad and fashionable - that ail wvho dla not inove in, or
above, bsparticular social circie are unworthy of the notice af a
polisheci gentleman ; they biavd beeîî trained up iii that exclusive.
aristacratic school, wvhich, wvitlî characteric shortsiglhtedness, con-
denins incliscriminately ail those wvho go, ta make Up tlhat mis-
cellaneaus class ta wvbîch ive apply tie generic terni "poo*," and
hience they invariably treat ail paupers alike, without cver stapping
ta consider Uhc peculiar circurnstances of the unfortunates who
came ta their notice. It ;s not a miatter of rare occurrence ta sec
the richi man refuse ta the applicant tor charity the crumibs that
faîl frorn his table ; and this lo0, flot from any motive af igga-.rd-
liiuess or avarice, but soiely for the reason that lie thinkzs every
poor miai is a tramp, or warse. This nîistakcn notion of those
un'happy martals who forîn the lawest clzas-s in soCietv is ail tao
commion and the sooner it is fully exploded flic better. Because
perchance a felloiv-creature cantending against "the tliousand
niarn2less ills duit anc incessant strugg-le render life," bas falien
inta paverty and hecorne the victini of wvant and neglect ; because
a persan happens ta be barri iii poor circunîstancs,-or even in
disgrace-is flot an) infallibl e proof that lie is destitute of ail the


