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.A wilù, ."" froin the shiore wvent Up) beliniii tlicir, ic,
in the aw'fl1* roar of winds and waters, even the rescuiers hieard.
llie.) leaned on their oars w'ith renewedî vigor, andi advanced a
considerable distance in a very short firne. The thirce men iii
1Tle skiff -were coniing rapidly before- the -w'.ind, aithougli they had
been obliged fo low'er tlicir sail. But the rescuers experienced
stili greater difficulty in ro-%ingy agiiinst the ever-incrcasing gale.
A dleelp curtain 'of darkness drew do-wn over themi before thiey
camne close to each other,-so niucli so,. that; thc sudden change
a.lnost forced people to rub their cyes in order to sec distinctl'y.
Oninous-looking, cloudý hurricd overhead wit' startling rapidity

*Sea-guIls and swalloivs flew ere and there, as if thoroughily
là edand restless. .1inally they liad to give up before the

gazle and -vcnt off to sonie place of safety, known offly to thcm-
selves. Gray. inist.y-looking clou 3 rushed. in a direction opposite
to the one in whiichi the storni -%vas going, prooably carrying rain
to the storin centre. The clarkness (-rem, more intense, and the
ivater ail around took on a like appearance. The -waves dashced
-ind sLapped continuafly agrainst the sides of the boats, causing
Ilhei to rock and jjlunge fcarîully. Tfle spray wvas ahlways splash-

*ilig on the faces of the liard'y crew.
The two boats eaine dloser and closer. The skiff wvas in

* gî'eat <lnger of being upset every moment. Now~ they wevc side
by side, and were lield togethier by eager bands. One of the dis-
trcssed crew stepI)ed. fronii his vessel into the boat of the rescuers.
.But jimst as hoe did so, a terrible -wave 'carne iupon themn wvith a
riush. A flash of lightning darted froi flic clouds, and reflected
iviei<4cily on the waves. The boats -were sepa.rated, and a w'ave
w.ashed over the skiff and capsized it, thirowing the two vemn-
ing occ.upants into the waters. Try as they would, the mnen iii
the' boat could not pick up flie ofliers. But thiese hung on te their
on-n overturned, skiff with ýa w'ill, and -were driven gradually to-
wards shore. The wavcs covered thein, the rain pelted, them. and
the lightning blinded thein; but stili they clung to bbc sails for
their -very lives, and, -ivlien close to shiore, -which mî'as the timie of
grreatest nieed. they wvere pulled into a larger boat by thecir friends.
A mnighty e rof joy arose froin the shore, and i airy 1)rtyers wrent
up) to God .. aisiig.The wholc party landed a.t the dock
w'ithi somne difficulty, and the ýtmo hialf-diowncd men -were czirrie&.
home. The long, si'ashing sdund of time sea could still be heard
far on flec even shore, together with the occasional rolling and
riimbling of distant thunder, and flie dribbling, vain. wchchar-
acterized bue passing storun.
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