154

THE RAILWAY AND SHIPPING WORLD i

the Pipestone branch. We have been unable
to ascertain anything definite as to whether
any work will be done either east or west
with Hartnev as a starting point.

Mou:tain Yards, Shops, &e.—A large
roundhouse is to be built at Field, B.C. M.
Carlin has the contract for the excavation,
which calls for the removal of some 25,000
yards of earth. The tracks at Field will be
increased to the extent of some 4,000 yards,
the rails being taken up at Donald to be re-
laid at Field. Most of the plant at the Don-
ald repair shop will be moved to Field. The
new workshops at Revelstoke will be equip-
ped with new plant. About 3,000 ft. of addi-
tional tracks will be put in at Laggan. Some
of the railway buildings at Donald will be re-
moved & re-erected at Field & Laggan. (Un-
official.)

Crow's Nest Rallway.—Up to Aug. 22, rails
had been laid 203 miles west of Lethbridge,
Alberta. (Official.)

From Macleod to Buli Head a regular train
is run 3 times a week, & passengers can travel
in comparative comfort that far. To Bull
Head the track is in good shape, & the trains
invariably make their time. From Bull Head
to Coal Creek, now called Fernie, where the
extensive coal mines are located, is probably
the most interesting part of the trip. It is
between these points that the celebrated loop
is located. This is a nice piece of engineer-
ing, the line dropping several hundred feet
from the mountain side into the valley in the
form of a letter S, The track around the
loop is not in extra good shape yet, though
large gangs of men are constantly employed
lifting, surfacing, etc., & every day sees a
marked improvement. The contractors on
the Moyie portion of the road have practical-
ly finished their work, & are turning off their
men & preparing to leave. J. Haskins has
left for the lower end of the road to finish his
contract near there. McBeath & Peters are
practically through with their work & will
soon be pulling out. Cowan & O’Neil, who
have had the tunnel contract, have moved
their outfit & left for Vancouver. R. Balfour's
bridge gang has completed the bridge cross-
ing the Moyie River at the foot of the lake, &
is working on the bridge at the head of the
lake. (Unofficial.)

A branch line of about 16 miles is being
built to the North Star & Sunderland group of
mines north of Cranbrook, from which big ore
shipments are expected. (Unofficial.)

It is said the Dominion Government has
notified the C.P.R. Co. that in cases on the
Crow’s Nest construction where contractors
failed to meet their obligations to workmen
regarding wages, the Co. will be held liable.

(Mar., pg. 15; Apl, pg. 39; May, pg. 67;
June, pg. 97; July, pg. 123.)

Robson to Boun'tary Creek—It is said
there is a scarcity of men on this work. J. E.
Stevens, Chief Engineer for the contractors,
has stated that until they could have some ac-
surance that the supply of men could be in-
creased, no effort would be made to scatter
the work, but that it would be concentrated
on the worst portions of the road during the
good weather.  He expected to have about
2,000 men at work at the summit near the
North Fork during August, & possibly at
other points on the Boundary side of the di-
vide. Mr. Stevens was Chiel Engineer for the
Great Northern Ry., but resigned to go into
this contract with Mann, Foley Bros., & Larsen.
McLean Bros. have the contract to bore the
big tunnel, & also for the several miles of ap-
proaches to it. The tunnel is 3,100 ft. It is
expected that over 100 men will be employed
for a year in the boring of this tunnel. Besides
this, -McLean Bros. have the contract for con-
structing the several miles of track that will
constitute the switch & over the summit, which
will be used until the tunnel is finished. P,
Genelle & J. Poupore have the contract for
timber work. (Unofficial.) (July, pg. 124.)

Nakusp & BSlocan Extension.—We men-
tioned last month that H. B. Walkem, C.E.,
was making a final location of this proposed
line in the direction of the Whitewater Basin.
We have since been informed that the line
had previously been located, & that Mr.
Walkem was simply sent over it to see if it
could be improved. The Nakusp & Slocan
branch runs from Nakusp, on the east side of

Upper Arrow Lake, southeasterly to Sandon,

40 miles. The proposed extension would
start from Three Forks, the next station to
Sandon & 36 miles from Nakusp, going up
Carpenter Creek past Bear Lake, then follow-
ing the north fork of Kaslo River to White-
water, a distance of about g miles. This ex-
tension would help the McGuigan, Bear Lake
& Whitewater districts, which are now en-
tirely tributary to the Kaslo & Slocan Rail-
way. No definite decision as to construction
has been announced, but it is expected it will
be gone on with at an early date. (Official.)
— e

Grand Trunk Work.

The Co. will erect a 100 x 50 ft. building on
car shop property at London, Ont. Mr. Mills,
Hamilton, Ont., has the contract. (Unofficial).

Tenders have been asked for the erection
of the round-house & other improvements at
Sarnia, & it is expected to have the work well
in hand by the beginning of September. The
cost will be in tl:e neighborhood of $70,000.
Improvements at Port Huron will be deferred
till a Lttle later on. (Official.) (July, pg.

123.)
VICTORIA JUBILEE BRIDGE.

The work of connecting the two portions of
the temporary erection truss for the centre
span was completed Aug 7, & the last pin was
put in its place Aug. 19, practically complet-
ing the work on the superstructure proper of
the bridge. The work on the new bridge

. was started in the summer of 1897 with the

widening of the piers, so as to admit of the
placing of the new structure, which, in addi-
tion to the two railway tracks, also provides
sufficient space for roadway & a footwalk on
each side. Each pier was widened to the ex-
tent of about 7 ft. The construction of the
superstructure was commenced in Nov., 1897,
with the erection of the 1st span at the west
end, which was completed on Nov. 27. The
delay to traffic during the construction of the
first span was but 25 minutes. The winter
weather interfered with further construction
operations, & the 2nd span was not com-
menced until Mar. 23, when the temporary
erection truss (around which the new super-
structure was built) was moved out to the
2nd span, occupying but 7)4 minutes, & clos-
ing the bridge to traffic but 1 hour & §2 min-
utes. During April 3 spans were completed,
during which the traffic was interfered with
but 3 hours & 50 minutes. In May 3 more
spans werecompleted, causing a delay to traf-
fic of but 2 hours & 25 minutes. During June
4 spans were completed, including the last
span from the west end, delaying traffic but 2
hours and 20 minutes. At the east end the
construction of the 1st span was commenced
April 24. During May 3 spans were con-
structed.
structed, & by July 15 the 3 remaining spans
were completed ; the total delay being but g
hours & 21 minutes during the entire work of
constructing the east end, & the total delay
to traffic on account of the construction of
the east & west ends, excepting the middle
span, being but 20 hours & 13 minutes. The
entire time occupied in moving the temporary
erection trusses from span to span, referred
to above, was but 3 hours ; the average time
for each span being about 4 minutes,

The construction of the center span, on
account of the different character of the work,
was carrieéd on upon the cantilever principle.

A very complete description of the bridge

During June 5 spans were con-

appeared in our Mar. issue, pg. 7. Some
statistics regarding the new & old structures
may be of interest.

New Old
Bridge Bridge
Number of spans,................ as as
Length of ironwork. . 6592 6592
Weight of ironwork 22,000 tons 9,044 tons
Covering area one inch thick of... 2sacres 11% acres
Masonry in piers & abutments... 97,983 cub. yds.

Covering an area one foot thick of 61 acres.

Work will be at once commenced on the
placing of the roadways at the side, but the
most important part of the business is to get
the double tracks down before the heavy
travel commences in the autumn. In order
to do that it will be necessary to rush with all
possible speed the work of removing the old
tube. Pneumatic machines are being made
to expedite the work, which would otherwise
have to be done by hand, which naturally
would consume a lot of time. Night & day
gangs of men will be kept at work on the
drilling out of the thousands of rivets in the
old structure, & it is hoped to have the double
tracks in operation by the middie of October.

At the Point St. Charles Yard & on the St.
Lambert end of the bridge the roadbed is
being lowered & widened to suit the level &
increased facilities of the new bridge. The
Victoria Park Station, near the bank of the
river in St. Lambert, has been removed to
permit of the widening of the roadbed.

THE MONTREAL HEAD OFFICES.

Plans prepared by R. A. Waite, of Buffalo,
N.Y., for the head office building to be erected
on the property given the Co. by the City of
Montreal, & the principal frontage of which is
on McGill St., have been accepted by the
management. The building will be 5 unusual-
ly high stories, covering a 200 ft. frontage.
It will present a most imposing & effective
appearance. It will be larger than the Mon-
treal Board of Trade building. The windows
will be as large as most store windows. The
vital lines of the frontage are carried upward
—that is, instead of producing a belittling,
horizontal effect they are all vertical. They
carry the eye upward. This will add greatly
to the impressiveness of the general effect.
The extent of the frontage would have a cer-
tain dwarfing effect were it not for the pro-
vision which gives an added height to the
general appreciation through the vertical lines.
Each floor of the 5 stories will be devoted to
a separate department of work. That is to
say, the 1st will be devoted to the audit de-
partment & all co-related work, & will contain
20,000 ft. of space. The 2nd floor will be
given to the General Manager's offices & all
the officials who have immediately to do with
the supreme direction of the G.T.R. system.
The rooms are so arranged upon each floor
that each will be in plain view from the eleva-
tor. The corridors will be wide & light ; the
central authority in each department will, so
to say, be able to have all his subordinates
immediately under his direction, the idea be-
ing to realize concentration, & obviate all
cause of delay. The head officials will thus
be in touch with all the men with whom they
sustain official relations, & in this regard the
department will be most economical & effici-
ent. This idea is wrought out upon the j
floors, & the result will be a smooth running
of the great official machine, impossible under
less favorable conditions. Some beautiful
freize work has been provided for along the
top storey, while above the colonades along
the tops of the windows in each storey there
will be also embellishments of a highly artistic
character.

The contracts for the carcase of the build-

“ing will be let & the architect cxpects the

foundation will be complete before bad weath-
er sets in. The building is to be completed in
1900. These figures will appear upon the
front of the building, as well as the date of the
inception of the G.T.R. system in Canada,
while the seal of the Co. will be set forth over



