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Our Contributors.

A COMFORTING THOUGHT FOR
SENSIBLE MEN.

BY KNOXONIAN,

Commenting on the Briggs case, a
writer in one of the journals makes the
sensible remark, that ‘“most things are
not as bad as they seem.”

Some things are as bad as they seem.
We fear it must be admitted, that a few
things are even worse than they seem.
A man may seem to have nothing more
than a trifling ailment, when he is aec-
tually dying. A firm may seem to be
nothing more than a little hard up, when
it is really insolvent. A young man'may
appear to be oniy a little thoughtless,
when he is morally bad. Some things
are as bad as they seem; a few things
are actually worse than they seem, but
the great majority of things are not
nearly as bad as they seem.

One point of difference between a good,
sensible man, .and a foolish, bad man is,
that the good man always hopes, and
often believes things are not as bad as
they seem, while the bad man hopes,
and tries to believe, things are a great
deal worse than they seem.

Why should any man want to be-
lieve that things are worse than they
seem? Because his heart i{s bad or his
liver i» on strike, or bhoth ecalamitieshave
virited him.

Reading the American journals a short
time ago, some people would conclude
that the American Presbyterian Church
is torn into fragments. Go over there
next September, and you will find the
pastors preaching with renewed vigour
after their vacation, the teachers at
work in the Sunday schools, the mission-
ary societies flourishing, and the people
working, worshipping, and providing a
million for Foreign Missions, and another
for the¢ Home Field. Ipn the sensational
newspaper despatches, the Church seems
almost wrecked. As a matter of fact, it
never was more prosperous.

Some of these days the cry may be rais-
ed. that the Presbyterian Church in Can-
ada isin a bad way; that the Presbytery
of Montreal is rent, and our excellent col-
lege down there, about wrecked. Oold
women in men’s clothes may hecome pan-
ieky, hysterical people may raise a great
noise, ambitious men who want to be
called leaders, may rush to the front,
but sensible Presbyterians will keep
quiet, do their duty, and remember that
“most things are not as bad as they
seem.”

Occasionally we hear sweeping state-
ments made about bribery at elections.
It is alleged that Canadian voters can
be bought uup like beasts on the mar-
ket. So far, discussion of ‘this ques-
tion in Canada, has been *mainly in the
hands of party politicians, and they, as
a rule, discuss it by saying that the
other side is notoriously corrupt. Across
the lines, college professors, publicists,
and literary imen of various kinds, have
 been examining the question in a scjentific
way, and have tried, apparently with
succese, to ascertain approximately the to-
tal number of venal voters in the United
States. The total, though shameful,.is
not so large &s ome would expect. An
examination by experts in this country
would probably show that a few con-
stituencles are hopelessly debauched, that
in a number, more venal voters ‘hold the
balance of power, but that the vast ma-
jority of the electorate, would spurn a
bribe. Liven in elections, thin‘gs may not
always be as bad as they seem.

Another and more difficult matter to
determine, would be the number of muni-
cipalities that could be influenced on the

wholesale plan by promises of ‘“im-
provements.”
We often hear sweeping statements

made about the wickedness of politicians.
As a matter of fact, politicians are just
like other people—some are good, some
are bad, and some are rather indifferent.
The worst of them are as good as the
average of the constituents who elect
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them Things are not as bad as they
sometimes scem. even among politicians.

A goolly number of people have the
opinion that newspnpers are—to use the
words of the Scotchman—‘sairly given
to leein.’” Errors in regard to matters
of fact, may creep Into any newspaper.
Considering the number of men in every
community who want to use the news-
papers to air their personal grievances,
or give vent to their personal spleen, the
wonder is not that an oceasional mis-
statement appears, but that misstate-
ments are not made every week. An o¢-
casional paper may publish a wilful, de-
liberate lie, just as an occasiQE‘z_m_l‘_mfm
tells a \\;ilful falseho'od,"bnt the number
of Canadian journals that lie wilfully
and deliberately, is small in proportion
to the whole number. Too many allow
cox";espondents to put things in their
columns that should not go into a fam-
ily newspaper, but it is much ,easier to
moralize, than to edit. In the world of
newspaperdom, many things are not as
bad as they seem.

The same rule holds good in busi-
ness. How often do you hear it said that
“phusiness is awfully dull,” “nothing do-
ing,” ‘“‘country going to the dogs,”
“not a mah paying expenses,”” and all
that sort of thing, and yet, the very
people who ralse the ery dress as well,
live as well, Smoke as much, some of ‘them
drink as much—some of them dance as
much—some of them drive as much—as
they ever did. In business, things can-
not always be as bad as they are said
to be.

Reckless, empty-headed talkers, .f.f.tf‘!.
say a chgrch is dead, simply because it
is not shouting. The fact that a Church
.—at all events, a Presbyterian Church—
exists, proves that it has life. Iiven
in cases in which there seems to be but
the minimum of life, things are often not
nearly as bad as they seem.

It is quite safe to say, that in ninety-
nine out of every hundred cases of scan-
dal, things are not as bad as they are
said to be. The decent, clean man, makes
them appear as little as truth will al-
low; the wunclean, long-beaked scandal-
monger, '‘makes them as bad as a filthy,
colossal, llar can. When the air is im-
pure with gossip, and all the long-beak-
ed scandal-mongers are in full chase af-
ter some unfortunate vietim, then is a
good time to remeinber that most things
are not as bad as they seem. In fact,
that is a good thing to remember all
the time.

PROFESSOR HUXLEY ON EVOLU-
TION AND ETHICS.
BY REV. GEORGE SEXTCN, LL.D.

Many of ‘the readers of this journal
will doubtless have read a report of a
lecture delivered in the University of Ox-
ford, by Prof. Huxley, on ‘Evolution and
Ethies.’ The conclusions at which the
Professor has arrived, will, 1 take it,
be a little startling to those believers in
Evolution who meet with them for the
firste'time. They are not new, and per-
haps are legitimate deductions from.the
hypothesis of evolution, but anyhow they
show the necessity of some other sources
of knowledge than those supplied by.na-
ture. In the Romanes lecture, the Pro-
tessor dealt with cyclical evolution and
used as an illustration, the well known
nursery story of *‘Jack and the Bean-
stalk.’ The process of nature he des-
cribed as a meunting ‘upwards for a
time and them a turning back, and ulti-
mately landing at the starting :point.
From very low forms up to the highest
n the animal no less than in the vege-
table kingdom—the process of life, he in-
formed us, presented the same appearance
of cyclical evolution. In the water flow-
ing to the sea and returning to the
springs ; in the heavenly bodies that wax
and wane ; in the inexorable sequences of
the ages of the life of man; and in the
rise, apogee, decline and fall of dynasties,
all movement, he maintained, was of a
eyclical character. Thus the most dis-
tinguishing characteristic of the Kosmos,
was its I'mpermanence. In a sense no

. ence of everyday

one will dispute this. It is doubtless
the ‘mode of working of the Almighty
Worker in the physical universe. The bean
has to fight for its existence in much the
same way as the animal; and man, al-
though possessed of intellectual powers,
to which the struggle is largely trans-
ferred, has to fight for his life like any
other organism. But it is this very
struggle which Huxley attacks, in conse-
quence of its ethical results. The cosmo-
poletic emergy working through rentient
beings has given rise to pain and suffer-
ing. This “hateful product of evolu-
tion” increases In quantity and Intensity
with advancing grades of animal organ-
ization until it reaches its highest level
in man. The Kosmic process is there-

fore ethically bad. Now most evolution-
ists have endeavoured to find a bhasis for
the moral law in nature. Darwin en-
deavours to trace the whole of the facul-
ties of man, intellectual, social and moral,
to the lower animals, and thought they
could all be discovered there in an im-
mature and Iincipient condition. But

Huxley dlscovers that the outcome of
evolution is evil, and that one may look
in vain for an ethical code in nature. Mill
long ago taught the same thing as far
as the physical universe is concerned. And
go far, no doubt, he was right. From -Hux

ley’s point of view maa is simply a part
of nature, one link in the chain of phys-
ical being, and in him, not only intellect
but pain and suffering have reached their
culminating point. And for this no
remedy appears to be forthcoming. No
millennial anticipations must be en-
couraged, for such notions are out of
harmony with evolution ; and sin and sor-
row are permanent factors in the life of
man,

All this we are told in the pane of
science ; but is it true? Are there not
facts which this theory completely ig-
nores that would entirely change the as-
pect of the case ? I.et tlie appeal be car-
ried from physical nature to the experi-
life. True, even thore
we often find that pleasure is enjoyed by
the undeserving, and penalties endured by

those who do not merit them. Men suf-
fer tor their errors as well as for their
sins: and for the wrone-doing of their

forefatherrs. This is the riddle of lile,
and most of us have at some time or oth-
er asked why it should be 8o. The evo-
lutionary Oedipus is dumb before this
sphinx of everyday experience. From the
agnostic standpoint of Huxley, no solu-
tion of the problem is possible. In phys-
ical nature the beginning and end of the
cycle is reached. Here the evolutionist
must come to a dead stop, or repeat his
formula of cyrles over again. The sub-
limated pessimism of Tennysom express-
ed in his later days is much the same;
He sings—‘‘Chaos, cosmos, cosmnos, chaos.”
But all this takes no account of man’s spir-
itual nature and his destiny in the here-
after. Man Is certainly a moral being,
and as nature is unmoral—not ' to say
*with Mill that she is lmmoral—clearly
his moral nature can be accounted for by
no process of evolution. In human nature
besides life, there is spirit with its mar-
vellous eapaeity for apprehending the
true, the beautiful and the good. The
moral powers, which are shocked at the
unmoral character of their surroundings,
can be no product of that which they
loock upon with abhorrence, for otherwise
they would have been in hdrmony with
it, and would have detected therein no
evil.

The moral nature of man argues a
moral governor. A respobsibility for
one’s actions and a life after death. And
here we have the solution of the proplem
which  the fcy materialism of Huxley
makes no attempt to explain. Common ex-
perience is at one with pessimism, that if
God be removed and man’s immortality
taken away, very much of human life is a
hideous, purposeless tragedy, and that
in too many cases ‘‘life is not worth liv-
ing.”” And at the sight of this tragedy,
materialism shudders, which ie all it can
do, for the gemesis of the system reaches
no further. But in the face of all the
evil in the universe—and the case would
be the same were it ten times as great as

‘mind.
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it is—the clear ringing note of Browning’s
faith finds a respouse in every pl‘Opeﬂy.
attuned heart, when he sings :

‘T ear’s at t '

AnltliQ gay's att él?ee g‘p;ll.ﬁg,'

Morning’s at even;

The hillside’s dew-pearled ;

The lark’s on the wing ;

The snail’s on the thorn:

God’s in HYis Heaven

All’s right with the world:.”

Every Christlan man anc woman ie€ls
this, whatever the gloomy theories Of
pessimists may say to the contrary-
Whether the facts of nature do, or @0
not, encourage “millennial anticipations,”
deep down in our souls is the convictioB
that no evolution will explain the D8
ture and destiny of spirit, nor the pro-
cess of the law by which the soul of ma®
is governed and comtrolled. There rises
before our view a state to be enjoyed 1B
the hereafter, in which all the wrong®
of this world shall be righted, and besid®
which the tragedy of cyclical evolutiod
with its rivers of blood and tears, wil
pale into insignificance and be forgotten-
Man is not simply a child of earth; hi8
birthplace is here, but his inheritance 18
yonder, in a world of which agnosticis®
knows nothing, and evolution cannot 8t
tain to, and pessimism in its black d&
spair, derides.

Christianity has given us a pel'fecf'
moral law. This is no evolution, but &
revelation from God to man. Dr. Lymad
Abbott, following the evolutionary fash’
ion Of the times, has given ue a work’ on
“The Evolution of Christianity,” but ¥
en he does not dare to maintain that th®
Divine founder of that Religion was 88
outcome of evolution. In Him there was
an admitted break in the so-called sl
versal law. And if in His life, why 80!
in His teaching ? The most perfet®
standerd of ethics in the literature of th®
world, is to be found in the Gospels. TH®
perfection of ethics practically illustrat®
in a human life is seen In the characte’
of Him, described by an old poet a8
“The first true gentleman that V€'

breathed.”

Now, if the human race rollowed Hi®
as closely as His commands enjoin, the™
surely would be a millennium even UVPY
earth. Man, it Is admitted, is as %
far distant from the ethical ideal, P
the ideal 1s there, notwithstanding. TB®
world has seen but one Jesus, but tbat
One is sufficient to show that there i6 &
least no universal law of evolution, wh® g
ever materialistic pessimism may say
the contrary. '

WOMAN'S INFLUENCE.

“ Belleve me, the whole ocourse %
character of your, lovers’ lives are in ¥O%
hands; what you would have . them
they shall be, if you not only desire
have them €0, but deserve to have b
§0; for they are but mirrors in which ¥°
see yourselves Imaged.

If you are frivolous, they will be
s0 also; if you have no understanding
the scope of thelr duty, they also W s
forget it; they will listen —they wt
listen —tc no other interpretation of 4
than that attered from your lips. Bl-
them be brave; bid them be cowB"dsli
and how noble soever they be, they w!
quail for you. BId them be wise, hei-
will be wise for you ; mock at thelirc?
sel and they will be fools for you; 5°
and so absolute is your rule over t
You fancy, perhaps as you have beel tot
so often, that a wife’s rule should onli
be over her husband’s house, not over nl
Ah, no! The true rule 18 J
the reverse of that. A true wife 1B h“

husband’s house, Is his servant; it 18

liis heart that she is queen. ve
Whatever of the best he can concelth‘
it is her part to be. whatever Of
highest he can hope, it is hers to PF
ise; all that is dark in him, she "
purge into purlty; all that Is (8126,
him, she muet strengthen into ‘tl;m
from_her, through all the world’s .y
our he must win his praise; n m
through all the world’s warfare, he
find his peace.” ucﬂ‘
Is this too small a sphere, t0° "'y
to do? God grant us all power us
and to do all He has mtrustedglow'q,'



