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A COMFORTING THOUGHT FOR?

SENSIBLE MEN.

BY KNOX0NIAN.

Commenting on the BrIggs case, a
writer in one of the journals makes the
sensible remark, that "most things are
not as bad aas they seem."

Some thlngs are as bad as they seema.
We fear It mnust be admltted, that a few
thlngts are even worse thau they seem.
A man may seem to have nothlng more
than a trifling ailment, when lie is ac-
tually dylng. A firm n ay seem to be
nothing more than a Ilttie hard up, wvhen
It Is really insolvent. A young manýmay
appear to bc oniy a littie tboughtless,
when lie Is morally bad. Some thInga
are as bad a.s they seemn; a few things
are actually worse than they seem, but
the great inajorlty of thlngs are not
nearly as bad as they seem.

One point o! difference between a good,
sensible, man, and a foollsh, bad man is,
that the good man alway.s hopes, andl
often believes things are flot as bad as
they seern, whule the bad mani hopes,
and tries to belleve. things are a great
deal worse than they seem.

Why shotild any mani want to be-
Ileve Iliat things are worse than they
seemi? Because lus heart is bail or his
Ilver k, on strike, or bcth ealalmiteshav&Ne
visited him.

Reading the Amnerican journals a short
timie ago, soine people would couclude
that the Amnerican Presbyterian Churcli
is tor into fragments. Go over there
next September, and you wvl1l flnd the
pastors preaching witlu renewed vigour
after their vacation, the teachers at
work lit the Sanday schools, the mission-
ary societies flourishing, andl the people
working, worshlpping, and providing a
million for Foreign Missions, and another
for the Honme Field. In the sensational
neýWspaper despatches, the Church seemis
almost w recked. As a mnatter o! tact, it
neyer wvas more prosperous.

Some of these days the cry may be rais-
ed. that the Presbyterian Churchl n Can-
ada Is lu a bad way; that the presbytery
of Montreal lis ent, and our excellent col-
lege downu there, about wrecked. 01(1
w-omiei in nmen's clothes may becorne pan-
lcky, hysterical people may raise a great
noise, anibitious men wlio want to be
called leaders, mnay rush to the front,
but sensible Preshyterians will keep
quiet, do their duty, and remenibem that
é.most things are flot as bad as they
seem."

Occasionally we hear sweeplng state-
mnents made about bribery at elections.
It is alleged that Canadian voters can
l>e bouglit uup like beasts on the mar-
ket. So far, discussion of 'this ques-
tion ln Canada, lias been înainly in the
hands o! party politicians, and tliey, ais
a. rule, dlscuss it by saying that the
other sida is notoriousiy corrupt. Acros8
the lines, collage professors, publicists,
andti lterary inien o!f arious kinils, have

-been exi.minlng the q1ýestion in a s8pentifice
way, and have trle<l, apparently wlth
succass, to aocertaln approxlînately the to-
tal number of venal voters In fVlie Unlted

The worst of them are ais good as the
average ut the constituents Who alect

themn Things are flot as bad as t.hey
sometimes sccmu. even among politicians.

A gon l'y inimber o! people have the
opinion that newvspipers are-to use the
words o! the Sothînn-".sairly gliveu
to 1-eein.' " Errors In regard to inatters
of tact, may craep Into any newspaper.
Considering tIe numbar o! men in every
community who want to use the news-
papers to air their personal grievances,
or give vent to their personal spleen, the
wvondcer is not that an occasional mis-
statement appears, but thatnisstate-
mnet are not made every wcck. An oe-
casional paper may publlsb a wilfui, de-
liberate lie. just as an occasional mani

telîsa w m,'lful falsehood, but the-number
of Canadian joumnals that lie wil!ully
and dellbcrately, ls small in proportion
to the whoie n*imber. Too many allow
corespondaents to put things in their
columus that shouid not go into a f arn-

ily newspaper.. but It is mucli , easier to

moralize, than to edit. Iu the world o!
ne'ivspaperdom. xnany tbings are not as
bad as they seem.

The sama rule hoids good in busi-
ness. .How ottexi do you hear it said that
"business is awfully duil,'" "nothing dlo-
lng," "country golng to the dogs,"'
*not a mani paylng expeuses,'" anti ail
that sort o! thing, and yet, t.he very
people w-ho raise the cry dress as well,
live as wlI smoke as mueli, somne o! Ithem
(lrlnk as xnucî-some o! thera dance as
mucli-some o! them drive as mudli-as
they ever dld. lu business, things cari-
not always be as bad as they are said
to be.

Reckiess, empty-headed taikers, often
say a churci Is dead, slmply because -it
ls not sîouting. The tact that a Churclu
-at ail avents, a preshyterian Churdli-

exists, proves that it lias life. 1Even
in cases ln whicli there seeius to be but
the minimum o! life, things are often not
nearly as bad as they seem.

It. Is qulte safe to say, that lu ninety-
nine out of every hundred cases o! scan-
daI, thlngs are not as bad as thcy are
said to ba. The decent, dlean mai, makes
theia appear as littie as truth will ai-
ow-; the 'unclean, long-beaked scandai-
monger, hiakes tli as bad as a filthy,
colossal, liar cari. Wlien the air is luii-
pture with gossip, and l al tIc loug-beak-
ail scandal-mongers are in full nase a!-
ter some unfortunate victim, then i8 a
g00(l tiare to remexuber thatiimo8t thligs
are not as bad as they ýseem. In faut-,
that lm a good thiag tho rememrber al
tihe tîme.

PROFESSOR HIUXLEY ON EVOLU-
TJON AND ETHZCS.

BY REV. GEORGE SEXTON, LL.D.

Meny of the readers o! this journal
wvill dou.btless have read a report of a
lecture delivered ln the University o! Ox-

ford, by Prof. Huxley, on *Evolution and
Ethies.' The conclusions at which the
Professor hisa arrIvedl, wlll, 1 ta-,ke it,
ba a littie startling to those believers lu
E"voluto& who meet with them for the
f i rst - 'ti me. They are not new-, andl par-
haps are legltixnate ileductions f rorn.tlie
hypothesis of evoluition, but auyhow they
ishow the npessity o! sûlme other sources
o! knoulcdge than thosae supplied by.na-

tlnguishlng characteriertlc o! the Kolmos,
wa.s Ita Itipermanence. lI a sensel no

one wlll dispu'te this. It ls doubties
t.lv' mode of womkinig o! the Almighity
Worker li the physical universe. The beau
lias to tîght for its existence lniurmch thic
samie way as the animal ; and maxi, ai-
thouigli possessexl o! intailectual pow-ems,
to which thre struuggle is iargaly trans-
fermail, lias to flght for his 111e like any
other organsNm. But. it is this very
struggle wlrlch lHuxley attacks, lxi couse-
quence o! Its ethîcal result.s. Thecacsmo-
poiatic anergy working through wentient
beings lias given ise to pain and suiffer-
irig. This "liatefuil product o!f evolu-
tion" ilncreaçse-s lu quantity and lntansity
wlvtir advancIug grades o! animal organ-
uzation unxtil lt reaclas its lighest 1er-el
lu mani. The Rosmie proceff is tIare-
f ore ethlc-ally bad. Now mnost evolutioù-
lsts lave endeavou.red to f md a hasis for
tIhe moral Iaw lxi nature. Darwiu en-
deavours to trace tira whole o! tire facul-
ties o! maxi, Irteliectuai, fsocial amnd moral,
to th-e lorwer animais, and thouglit thay
could ail be discovered there li an !im-
mature and Incipleunt condition. But
Huxley eiliseovers tînt the outcolrne o!
evolution Is cvii, and tIhat one may look
ln vain for an etlîlcal code lu nature. Miiill
long ago tangît. tIc sanie tiring as far
as tire physicainuniverse is concerned. And
iro far, no doubt, hae wasi riglit. From-Hux
ley's point o! viaw mari Is simpiy a part
o! nature, oua link lu tire chiain of phys-
ical being. and lu hlm, not ouly intellect
but pain and suffering have macled their
culniating point. And for this no
reurî.edy appear8 to bc fort hcoming. 'No
nilllemnial anticipationas iulst ha an-
courageil, for sucli notions are ont. of
lrarmnony wlth evolution; and sin and sor-
rowv are permanent factoms lu tie Ilite o!
mai.

Ail this ive are told lu the rianie of
science ; but Is It. truc ? Are tirare riot
facts w-hidh tîls tireory completely ig-
nores that îvouid eîîtlrcly change the as-
pect o! the case ? Let tIc appeal be car-
mied !mom plîyslcai nature te the experi-
ence o! evcry(lay Ilfa. Truc, aveu thlire
w-e o! tan flnd that pleasure Is eujoyed by
ttiundlesrv-ing, anl penalties endured by
tiiose wvlo do flot ment tlrem. Men suf-
fer for their errors as %veli as for~ their
sin.. andl for the wronoe-doiug o! their
forefatirarrs. This is the riddle o! îLe,
and nrost oc4 us have aft soirra time or otir-
er asked wiry It sirould ba so. TIc evo-
lutioia ry Oediptls is (lirIni) befo re this
splhinx o! everyday exîrerience. From thre
agnos,ýtie stanIpa.:nt o! IHuxley, no soin-
tiori of the problacri is po.ssible. Iu phys-
ical nature the bc2-inning and end o! tihe
cycle is reaciied. Heme tîre avolutioni.st
inust coma to a dcad stop, or repeat Iilsç
formnula o! cycles ovPr again. Tihe suir-
liiîated pcssimismn of Teninyson express-
cd lu lus lat2r days Is mu-ch the saute
He sligs-"'Chaos, cos4mos, cosmos, chaos."'
But ail tuis takes no accotint o! man's spir-
itual nature and lis destiny lu the liera-
alter. Man Is certainly a moral being,
îandl asý natuTe is unioral-not to say

'w-itlu Miil that she is iîunmoral -clearly
liLs moral nature cari ba accouxited for by
no process o! er-olution. Iu human nature
besidle.s lite. there is spirit wlthl its mar-
velîcu ccpacity for appreiexiding t he
tru-e, the beautiful andl tIe good. rihe
amoral powcrs, wlideh are shocked at the
iimoira-l &cîirracer "o! tîcir Qsurroningser

evilinlu tIe unlverse-and tire case wouid
be thre saime were It texi tues as great as

It Is-tire cicar rimglug note o! BrowniUlg'$"
falti tin.ds a raspoasa lu every properiY
attned heurt, when le sings:

"wThleyaar's ut thc aping
Amd day's at tiexnomn;
Moring's at aveu ;
Tire iills1de ,daw-pearied;
Tire iark's ou tIe wing ;
Tire suall'is on tIe thorxi
God's lxiffis Heaven
Ail's rîgît wit.h the womid 2

Evuery CîristIan iran anc wooman iel
tbus, whratever tire gîoomy theorice O!
pessiimlsts may say te tire contrarY.
Whetîem tire facts o! natu-re do, or 41o
not, encoUà'a'ge "mâlliennai anticipatid'u5 o
deep dowu lu our souis is tic convictionl
that no evolution wiil expia in théc 18
turc andl dastiny o! spirit, nom the pro-.
ess o!fthea law by whieî tire soul o!f M81

is gov-erneil and eomtrollcd. Tîrere rlse'
befome our vlew a state to be eujoyed 111
thre hereatter lni w-hlir ail Xtre wroirgl
o! tis worid shah hae rigliteil, =ed beside
whici the t.ragK~ly o! cyclicai evoiutlOn
withl ts rivars o! biood and tears, 'l
paie mto insignîficauce and be torgott'efi
Maxi la lot 3lkn.ply a chiid o! camt1 l
birtîpiace is lierae, but lbis Inheritance 10
yonder, lu a world o! 'iha.sgnostIC10e
kxiowis uothing, amndavýolution canxiot at'
tain to, and pessinxiim lI its black d£1
spair. derideis.

Chrietianity lias ziven us a perfect
moral law. Tihis la ne evoiu'tlon but '
revelatlon !rohu £Jod V ai.D.LYseui
Abbott, !olowlng tice evoiutlonamy f112l
ion o! the timis, bas given us8 a work' 011
"The Evolulon o! Cirristianity," but e1r
an lire does not dame to mainta lu tirat tbe
Divine founder o! that Religion waS %
outcosxie o! evointion. lu li there Ma
an admit-ted break lu the so-eailed 110l'

versa] iaw. And if lunIIlz lite, why 10

lu lis teadhIag ? The most per!eot
standerd o! ethie luthelilterature of tle
worid, las te be fouadidnl the Gospels. The
perfection of eturies pmactlcaiiy iliustratted
ini a huAxian lite Is seau lu the characteX
o! Hlmi, deacribeil by an old poat LW
"'The f lrst truc gentleman that 'Dver

breatietid."

Norv, If the huenan race roiIowed ~
aýs closcly as Ris commanda anjoin, h~
b-urey would be a mlbexnlum evexi UPOO
car-th. Man, lt Is adimitted, le as Je
far distant froni the ethicai Ideal, Do

tire ideai Is tirere. notwltlistaxidiug- b
world liae sean huit oua Jesus, but l*
Oxie is sîuffîleut to show tira-t tIare ir5
ieaast no unversal law o! avolution, what'
aven materlalistic pessiimism may sel
tic coutrary.

WOMAN'S INFLUENCE.

"Beilerve âne, Ithre whl ocourse
chamacter o! youxr lovera'lilvas arc nlu
lianis; wirat you wouid lave. teii'l Dot

tliey sirail be, If you not oniy desime t

hrave th&ïm so, but de8emve te have tbool
so ; tom they are but mirrors lu ryhil lYolo
sec yourselves imageil.

If yon are trlvoious, they wil bD 0
iso aiso; If you, lave no undcraýtandfl09o
thre scope o! their duty, they also W1l

forge-t It ; they wiil listen -txeY »

lis-tain -to no other lnterpr-etation ti

tîraxi that cttered tronu your lips.
tie.m ha brave ; bic]thucm ha co'Watdài
and liow noble soavar they ha, thay W1

qu11ail fryotBdbhmbewi ey

f 1 nd hlis p ea£Àe."it 4

le tis tooir maîl a spîcre, tOO v4
to do? God grant im a a poWver t)>
anmd to do ail He iras entmusted tO teiKMQ.
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