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receipts of last year from pcw rcnts, Sabbath
collections, misslenary contributions, etc.

Among the man>' ativantages of the
sclieme thec following may bcecnumes-ated :-

1. Viîe pews sare aIl fscc-frec alike to, rich
anmd poor-amd thec poor arc net deters-ed
(rani atcîxding Cliurch because of their in.
aility te pay pcw s-cnt or becausc cf their be
ing comir lied to, occupy stats gcncs-ally
>4'uwf t , -c set apart for tliose in humble
cls-cumstaîîccs, able te pay only a ver>' tittie,
if at Ali for t!Se sittings tlîcy oc4r'ipy.

(«j.) Thte mn magers and niissionas-y cern-
mittcc cati foi - a niuc''i bettcr estimate of the
revenue te bc e-lied upion for the ycas- than un-
der the sv3tems gencrally in use, and insteadaof
bors-owing moncy and waiting till tite end cf
the quarter or lialf year, tlîcy wcekly kccelve
funds to meet currcnt expenditure; the salary
cf the mhiistcr etc., e.n lie paid promptl>',
and missiomary contribut ens cati bc appro-
priated and fcrw.-rdccf te thec Treasi.rers or
thîe Cliurch's scîtemes montifly or x-%',rly
instea 1 of annual Iv as now, rnd thus savc the
several mission funds intcrest an bas-rowcd
momey, and thxe several mission committees
ne sinal amount cf anxiety.

(3-) It saves managers anmd missionas-y col-
lectors the trouble, aild worry and anmoyancc
cf collecting p.. wv rcnts and missionar>' contri-
butions (rani house to, hou3c. This itself
should commend thc systein to ail ous- con-
gregations. It ivill bc a happy day te many
wlîen in this réspect the voice of thie collecter
will bc ne more licard in our land.

The contriblutions cf our people will be
greatly inc:eascsd. Net only will the s-ic1 bc
likel>' ta conts-ibute more latgely, but the
poorer members of aur chus-ches wiIl 1,e i-
duccd te do far more tliaii under other sys-
teins tlîey have ever felt able te do. It is far
casier for most people *o give twenty-flve
cents a week, tli tliirteen dc,'llars a yea-, in
a lun.p suru. It is fuar toc gýh-~! case
in ail our wa&ûri hes that tbe fewr give and net
the man>'. Missionary collectors oftcn think
iz net Worthi white te call on the poor, on
thuse wlxoin they thimk cati only give filve or
te- cents, and thus large amounts as-c lest te,
the Church. In ane congregation in the
United States, where this weekiy systemn is
in use, upwards of $ipooo wcs-e got in the
year 1877 from contributions of twcnty-five
cents and under weckly, and we are infos-med
that one of the largest and costliest Roman
Çatholic Institutions in Mont-cal bas becs-
eiected by moncy almost eiîitis-etr obtained
ini small weekly ofTerings fs-cm day labouress
and servant girls. It teaches the people to,
contribute systematically and an scriptural
priticipl±-s. The voluntar>' principle cornes
intc' play. No =ndue 1-ressure is bs-oùght to
beav on parties giving thi plcdge to con-
tribute se much weekly. enp are more apt
to be conc- ..;ntious because they arc las-gel>'
fs-e fs-cm the influence cf othersand flot se
apt to, be geverned by mes-e impul" I giving.
It associates giving more closely ini the minds
cf contributors with othe- acts cf worsip.
The Moil.-discipline is good, and is in ac-
cord with the apostolic injunction: "O'Gaihe
flrst day of th<é weck Jet eveqy one of you lay
by him in store as Gel hath prospescd him.

We will talce an ertly oppostunity of agun
referring to this sui~joct. Meantime we coin-
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mend to Ihe sesons an-d office-beas-ers cf
aur Chus-ch generally a careful consldersation
of the Il new dtuparture," recent>' made by
Ersklne Chus-ch, Monts-cal.

BD UCA TION.

T ARDILY, as usual, we arc in possession
of the "lAnnual Report cf the Public

and High Sehools, aIse cf the Normal andi
Model Schvols cf the Provinice cf Ontarilo for
the Year 1877."

lIefore dealing with the particulars cf thc
prescrit epcrt, we venture a fcw general re-
marks sc-as-ding education in this province
dtut... thc last twenty ycars.

Now that we have at the hcad cf the de-
partmcnt a respansible Minister of the Go-
verrmcnt, who is at the same time an intelli-
gent andi wcil educateti man, we expect in-
prevemcnt. Several improvemcnts have
alrcady> been madie, but we look for more.
Our cducational system, has been much
pralsed -and s-eally the progrfss madie by the
countr-y in education is rcmarlcable, but .vc
are decidedl>' cf the opinion that this I-rogi -;
was not in any great degree cwing t,. ac
perfection of the " system." Wze do net wishi
te say anything des-ogatery te Uic nai&. ' andi
Came cf Uic late Supcrintcmdent cf hEduca-
tion, thc Rev. Dr. Rycrson; but, with all due
respect, wc bcg leave ta affirm that education
in this Province has advanced in spite cf bis
system rather than by means cf it. Our
intelligent settl-ers werc extremely anxious
te ps-avide education for their cbildrcn,
andi they readily teck holti of an>' ;ys-
tem that came to thei- band andi worked gt te
its best capacit>'. Witb the system they get
the>' <tit iell ; with a superior ont they
would have donc bette- still. In a legcnd cf
the ciden time, dt recordeti in the "lGlobe "
somte years age, it is stateti that the late
Chief Supesintendent cf Schools studacti eut
the educational system of Ontario white sit-
ting on the top of anc cf thc bigbest moun-
tains of Switzerland. That ma>' os- ma>' nat
be truc; but be might just as Weil have sat
on a peac ,of the Grecs- Mountaini, -for bis
systemn w4s taken, with *es-y littie modifica-
tioh"fri;m that of the Unitcd States. The
division of townsbips into sections, thc elec-
tien cf tbree local trustees, tbc inspectien cf
schoals by Local Superintendents, and Uic re-
striction of thc teacher's cngagmcnt te anc
year-these as-c some cf the most prominent
fcatVres af Dr. Ryesosn's educational system;
and these, we rather thinc, were ait te be
found in full blast in thc Unitcd States before
be introduceti them lies-e. These are ail now
regardcd as hindrances te ps-ogress, and we
expect te se them ail supes-sedcd without
much dela>'. One of these institutions is ai-
s-cati> among thc thingit that werc-we mean
the Local Superintendent. Acces-ding te
good authority, legislation must bc cenducted
" for thc grcatest gooti of Uic greatcst num-
ber," and wc rath:r think that Uic legistation
which relieved us from this official was wcll
calculated' to scrvm:that pus-pose. In somne
cases, being pershas a minuster or an M. D.,
he was well qualiffid for bis dutics andi dis-
charged them in a creditabe mnanne-, but ini
most cafle it was otherwme We know of
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one local superintendcnt wlîe was a rctircd
tailor, anmd wvho objccd to cndorsing
the ccrtificatc of a tcaclîer froin a
neiglibouring county bccause lie could iiot
account for ste rotundity of theceartli by the
shape of a drop of watcr lîaîging on the
point of a nccdice ; and wc ktno% of atiothcr
wvlose occupation WC cannot conçcientiously
describe ini au>' oth.r way than by calling
liim a politicia:i, and whlo kncw c>nly one wvay
of dividing the earth int anihee, id
thoughit the cquator ran :iorth anmd south.
Thec change fromn local superintendents te
county inspectors %vas tlic greatcst stride
made in rccnt clucatiottal legisiation in this
province anmd it is alrcady yieldstng good
fruit. Thec ether grand features of Dr. Rycr-
son's systcm wilI, we expeer, be shortly re-
placed by better arrangemecnts. Territorial
schools anmd local trustees, will ive place to
school liouscs situar -:d wlierc tlfey arc nccdcd,
and Township B3oards composed of cducated
men; whiîlc encouragemnent wvall bc given te
able iistructors to continue in the profession
by enabling tlîem to contract ecngagmncnts for
a number of yv.ars, or evcn for lifc, or during
good bclîaviour.

Revcrting to the report now beforc us, we
repcat thec words witlî wlsicli wc t ommcnced
tliis article, Iltardil>', as usua-l." Is tiere to
be no improvement in this respect ? .Why
Must WC 'vait tilt sonie tii-ne in the first
Montt, of 1879 before we get the educational
report for 1877 ? It Wvas alwaYs so; but vhy
sliould it continue to bc se ? W'c always
thought it one of the cliarz-cterik.tics of the old
administration anmd cxp)ectcd it te pass away
under the ncw, but it secrns now te bc taking
its place as a perinauctit grievance. There
must be some good reason fa:- it, but to us it
is unfathomable. Thie report, though late, is
on the wbole satisfactoty. It indicatcs much
material progrcss in cducation tlîruughout thc
country. Ini 1877 tlie-.c %vas an increase cf
4,877 lin the nuniber of piipils between the
ages cf five and sixtccn attending the schools,
and an incrcase Of 4,701 in the average at-
tendance. The amount apportioned from the
legislativc grant ivas $2,006 more than in the
precedinpr ycar - the amxount from count>'
assessment sliewed an increase of $65,144;
and thc amount from trustees' school assess-
ment an increase cf $10,552 ; the total in-
crease of cxpenditure on education frocm aIl
sources being $29.53!9. We observe aiso with
much pleasure that a larger increase in the
amount paid for teachers' salaries took place
in 1877 than in any previcus ycar. This,
talien in connectien with thie higher grade cf
certificatcs indicated ini the table specifying
the standing cf teachers, goes far towards
proving the succcss cf the efforts latel>' made
te improve the profcssionai standing of the
teacher and raise bis remuneration. Thecr is
a decrease in the amount paid for sites and
building cf school houses, but this ks accounted
for by the fact that the requirements cf the
Act in this respect had been.te a ver>' large
extent complicd with in prcvious years, and
that the country was pretty -tveIl supl1ied with
school buildings. For the city afToronto
atone, the decrease in this item in 1877 Was
$42,i53. Our space will net admit of aur
%pecifying an>' further details at present;
but from aur examination of the report, we
as-e glad to, be able te state that the educa-
tional interests cf the province arc being
wel attendcd to, under the direction cf aur
preset able MinitsWc. cf Education.


