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k Ilighbours bad already gathered to do bonour to the
tTbey stood about in groups of two or three, speak-

h~fe another gravely about their old friend, and the
esWbicb bad fallen so heavily on him and on bis of

d dobles also, of other matters, that had to doSu mselves and their own affairs, and the times in whicb
4"eCd; but it was ail said and done witb a decent and even
Q ,~gravity suitable to tbe occasion, and it ceased as the
elît rew near.

?4ter gleam of sunshine broke out between the clouds
q18isOnY stopped of bis own accord. The minister took

il tt and said solemnly:
A, odis consumed and slowly vanishes away,

t at goeth down to the grave shaîl corne up no

lie sball return no more to bis bouse, neither shall bis
At nowhimanymore."

-% th~1e first Sound of bis voice eveîy Ilblue bonnet"
4 ife and every bead was bowed, and then, pausing for
i>ï t!eetings, the minister and bis son passed into the

àq the youn ger man saw there no Ilkenned face," so
tl nOt linger witbin, but came out again to stand with

hsewas a long, low-roofed cottage, witb a wide
flarrow windows. The door opened on the side«_ýaced the barns and outbuildings, and the first

qQ pO.Of the place was dreary and sad. For the rain had
.t4fle Pools here and there on the ground, and bad made

,4t, 41d of the rest of it, not pleasant to look upon.
tiifglance to ascertain wbether there were any of bis
Itt'rids among the waiting people, Mr. Hadden

t4htwr the garden, wbicb lay on the other side of

*eeWas a bawthorn bedge on two sides of it, and a
%,eand many berry-bushes, and taîl rose-trees

ktevQed With '4drooket " roses, and the ground beneatb was
dr 4 Witb their scattered petals. Tbe garden had a
let. look also, but be was not left to it long. For thougb
tr e.4 Tcognized no one about the door, many a one had

bgd im, and in a little time one man slowly followed

% ith e garden gate, where he leaned, and bands
r lsrong grip in tbem '" were beld out and grasped,4tOne but said how glad they were to sel him home

Zn for bis fatber's sake. And by and by as tbey waited,
raniother bad sometbîng to say and a question to

twfas tirne enougb. The minister had to rest awhile
4 ,resh himself, and the burial-bread bad to be passed
NI'Rnd that which usually accomp)anied it as welI. Be-
~there was no haste, for tbey had given the day to do

iXr to the occasion ; and if tbey got safely home before
TIeery late, it was alI that tbey expected or desired.
%tquiestions were asked witb lowered voice, and in
%el Ones, but they were asked eagerly and anxiously,
.%ha purpose. -For one had a Jock, and another had
-Inhd a third had a Jock and a Tam and a Sandy as
e 0 were ail pusbing up fast, and who bad tbeir own
tk Win. And it was Ilwhiles no' just that easy to get

the laddies were fit for, or wbich was fit for them."

( To L'e continued. )

RJGHT MAN FOR OUR CHURCH.

tbe "Open Letter," by Forrest F. Emerson,
4, thUe above title in the October Century, we quote
-4 '«i : In proof of the singular demands some-

N4,eupon the minister, not only for needful qualifi-
'I~ ,lot looked for in otber professions, but also for

îl% iCh do not really form a part of tVie clergyman's
Ntit ry Outfit for bis work, I offer for perusal a letter

less tha n five years ago by a member of a church
0f the largest and oldest and-will it be believed ?

4 t cultured~ of our Americun cities. Lt was written
t4 iile L&Yrnan to another. Tbe writer was a member o!

%»,nPply committee " appointed to Illook for the right
as Pastor, and the epistle is one of inquiry into the

4 0f a certain minister wbo bad been recommended
b4'4for tbe position. Leaving out dates and proper
_ i a single sentence, which might furnish a dlue to

Qtoric. I give the letter verl'atim, witbout correction
)4, Ol1» ramar italics or punctuation :

t'tt 5d Itii SIR : I bave tbis day read your letter di-
. t Yfriend, Mr. . . . relative to Rev. Mr.

4eh Of -1  . . My churcb relation is witb .-
lth, chiairman of the committe, etc.-delegated to find

'lu 41 as fAr - Church. We have enjoyed the
- >n lity in listening to several fine speakers-but very
1 01 teuare considered wbat is needed-or fitted for

NPtad people,-a defect in s'eice-physique or
I i~ t requires a strong, full rounded voice-to

II ithe auditorium of the sanctuary-we can seat
ever>ybody> must hear in our cburcb. Our congre-

'l'tring the time Dr. h as been witb us bas
à,- teYOo Soo-We must have a man wbo bas the

1# O Overflowing-Our cburcb membersbip is 400-
atamembership not less than i,20o-We think

t hl' elp & the right mun-who is a good seed-
Cr' do it-we have a good operative fo'rce-& tbere

forL th building ine6ret r ulfbue

THE LE SSON 0F 'THE LEA VES.

O thou who bearest on tby thoughtful face
The wearied calm that follows after grief,
See how the Autumn guides eacb loosened leaf

To sure repose in its own sbeltered place
Ah, flot forever whirl they in the race

0f wild forlornness round tbe gathered sheaf,
Or, hurrying onward in a rapture brief,

Spin o'er the moorlands into trackless space 1
Sume hollow captures eacb ; some sheltering wall

Arrests the wanderer on its aimless way ;
The Autumn's pensive beuuty needs them ail,

And Winter finds them warm, though sere and gray.
They nsurse young blossoms for the Spring's sweet caîl.

And sbield new leafiets for the burst of May.
-Thomas Wentworth Rigginson, in the Century.

HOW THE SCOTTISII CROPTERS LIVE.

The gray wretcbedness of the alternoon was a a fit pre-
lude to Barra. When we came to Castle Bay, ramn was
falling upon its waters, on the battlemented castle perched
upon a rocky, seu-weed-covered islet, and on the town set
against a background of bîgh bure hilîs. But the steamer
stopped, and we went to shore to look about us. A few ugly
new bouses, shops with plate-glass windows, often cited as
proofs of the island's prosperity, and then the real Barra ;
a mass of black cottages-cornpared to wbiclî those of M1ul
viere mnansions, tbose of Kilchrennun, palaces-running up
and down tbe rocky hill-side. Only by a polite figure of
speech can the stone pile in wbich the Hebridean crofter
makes bis home be clled a cottage. Lt is, as it was de-
scribed many years ugo, but " a beavy thatched roof thrown
over a few rudely put together stones." Tbe long, low,
walls are built of loose rock bluckened by constant ramn.
The thatcbed roof, almost as black, is held in place without
by a net work of ropes, within by rafters of drift-wood. The
crofter bas no wood save that wbich the sea yields, and yet
in some districts he must puy for picking up the beams and
spars washed out up on bis wild shores, just as he must for
the grass and heuther be cuts frorn the wilder moorland
when be makes bis roof. Not until you come close to the
rough stone heap cun you see that it is a bouse, witb an
opening for doorway one tiny hole for window. From a
distance there is but its smoke to distinguish it (rom the
rocks strewn around it.

At Castle Bay, wbere muny of these "'scenes of misery,"
as Pennant called tbemn one hundred years ago, were grouped
together, there wus not even the pretence of a street, but
just the rock, rough, ragged, and broken, as God made it.
The people wbo live here are almost ail fishermen, and, as
if in token of their calling, they have fusbioned the tbatcb of
their roofs into tbe shape of boats. One cottage, indeed, is
topped witb a genuine bout. There were a few chimneys,
but srnoke came pouring from the doors, from boles in the
thatch and walls. Many of the roofs had a luxuriant growtb
of grass, with here and there a clump ot daisies, or of the
yellow fiowers wbich give colour to Highland road-sides.
But this was aIl the green we saw on their hilI-side of rock
and mud.

Through open doorways we bad glimpses of dark, gloomy
interiors, dense with smoke. We did not cross a tbresbold,
however ; to seek admittance seerned not unlike making a
a show of the people's misery. The women and girls who
passed in and out, and stood to stare ut us, looked strong
and heultby. Theirs is a life whicb must must either kill or
harden. Many were handsorne, with strangely foreign,
gipsy-like faces ; and so were the bonneted men ut work on
the pier. It may be that there is truth in the story whicb
gives a toucb of Spanish blood to the people of the Outer
Hebrides. If the ships of the Armada went down with al
their treasure, it is said their crews survived, and lived and
took unto themselves wives in the Islands, frorn which
chance of deliverance was srnall, We heard only Gaelic
spoken while we were ut Castle Buy. The people of Great
Britain need not go abroad in seurch of foreiga parts ; but
an Englishman, who only wunts to sec the misery and
wrongs of nations foreign in name as well as in reality,
would find little pleasure in Brra.-Elizabeth Robinr
Ponneli, in Harper's Magazine for October.

SLA MES AND RAILROADS.

As a whole nation we are not greatly concerned to in-
quire into the prospects of African commerce. We are not
bound to consider closely whetber good or bad trade will be
the outcome of the recent agreement between France, Ger-
many, and Great Brituin, on the affairs of Zanzibar, or wbat
will be the trade results of our own recent great acquisition
of exclusive influence in the soutbern parts of the country.
It must yet be borne in mind thut trade questions are tbem-
selves intimately bound up witb the rescue of the African
(rom bis tyrants ; seeing that commerce, as it is ut present
conducted in many parts of Eastern Central Africa, even
that larger kind of commerce witb wbich the white man
eventualf y deals ut the seucoast emporia, necessarily involves
the employment of slaves as carriers. In roudless regions
inbubited by people wbo are too primitive to breed cattie,
and where belts of country infested by tbe tsetse fly bave
to be crossed, none but buman beasts of burden cun bear

Ii3rttisb anb Jforci;n.
MR. A. T ACCHI, of Andohalo, Madagascar, has adapted

phonography to the writing of Malagasy.
DR. PIRSON, of Philadeiphia, before leaving for home,

gave bis valeuictory missionary address in Britain at Liver-
pool.

LORD COLRRIDGR hbas written an introductory note for
a second series of Il Essays in Criticism," by Mattbew
Arnold.

THz Rev. A. S. Laidlaw, B.D., of the Madras Col1eqe,
bas been appointed one of the examiners in the university
of that city.

AN hospital for sick children bas been opened at New-
castle, erected by a local solicitor, Mr. John Fleming, at a
cost of $ii5,ooo, in memory of his wife.

THit statute of Lord Shaftesbury in Westminster Abbey
was unveiled recently by Lady Burdett-Coutts, on the third
anniversary of the philanthropic pcer's death.

SIR ARTHUR B3LACKWOOD recently conducted the even-
ing service in Killen Church, delivering a most impressive
disc urse from John vi. 47 to a large cgongregation.

MR. CAINE says the discussion of the Indian drink ques-
tion is only beginning. He believes it will not be a very
difficuit matter for Parliament to pass an Indian Prohibition
Law.

Tisa forthcoming edition of Wordsworth's poetic,1 works,
for which Mr. John Mirley, M.P., is writing an ti troduc-
tory essay, will contain a hitherto unpublisbed pùem of about
700 lines.

MUIRKIRK congregation is about to repair its place of
worship, and to the lund that is being raised for this pur-
pose Mr. Baird, M. P., has contributed $25o and Mr. Noble,
the pastor, $ioo.

MR. QUARRIER bas received a cheque for $7,500 from a
friend who desires tu remain unknown tu the public to
build another cottage, the thîrtieth in the orphan's village
near Bridge of Weir.

M.Rs. VAN ALSTYNit, better known as Miss Fanny
Crosby, authoress of IlSafe in the Arms of Jesus," was
born in 1823. and has been blind from infancy. She wrote
ber best-known nymn for mnusic in twenty minutes.

SI11 WILLIAM MUIR bas withdrawn froma the vice-presi-
dency of the Medical Missionary Association, as be can-
not agree with the adverse criticism in itu organ of Lady
Dufférin's scheme for supplying medical aid to women in
India.

THE Belgian Home Secretary bas corne to the conclusion
that stringent measures ought to be adopted to prevent the
sale of intoxicating drinks, especialýy in Bruges where alI
the strikes are due to the excessive indulgence in brandy and
absinthe.

THz Rev. lames Kidd, B.D., who bas been translated
from St. Andrew's to the pastorate of Erskine Church, Glas-
gow, is a native of Irvine, where bis family was connected
with the West Churcb; and Rev. Mr. Kidd, of Moniaive,
is bis brother.

DR. Howia, lately house-surgeon at the Mildmay hu-.
pital at Betbnal Green, proceeds tu China presently as a
medical missionary. His successor, Dr. Paton, is a son of
Mr. Robert Paton, so well known in London for bis evan-
gelistic work.

PRINCIPAL CAIRNS preached with Mr. Taylor, the pas.
tor, at the jubilee services in Kilwinning United Presbyterian
Church. At tbe social meeting on Monday evening the
speakers included the venerable Dr. Joseph Brown, of Glas-
gow, and Dr. Whitelaw, of Kilmarnock.

AT a General Conference at Bristol, of the National As.
sociation of Journalists, it bas been fully decided to admit
lady members, only two voting for their exclusion. Lt was
also resolved to apply for a royal charter. Mr. H. G. Reid,
ex-M. P.,is the president of the association.

DR. M'TAVîSH, of Inverness, took part in the Confer-
ence of the Highland Land League, and rendered good ser-
vice in securing the withdrawal of an offensive report, sub-
muitted by Mr. J. G. Weir, in which the Parliamentary re-
presentatives of the crofters was unjustly assailed.

Tisa Rev. A. T. Donald, presided at a largely attended
flower mission service in the hall of St. Vincent Cburch,
Glasgow, designed to attract the non.churchgoing iu the
parish. Each person on retiring was presented witb a
bouquet of flowers witb Scripture text-card attacbed.

REv. THOMAS OLDEN, vicar of B-illyclough, Mallow,
under the title of IlHo!y Scripture in Ireland One Thousand
Years Ago," is about to publish a translation of an Irish
commentary on St. Paul's Episties ascribed to the eigbth
century and preserved in a manuscript at Wurtzburg.

AT the celebration of the jubilee of the West Churcb,
Crieff, Dr. Rankin, of Muthill, reviewed tbe changes that
that had taken place in the Church life of Scotland during
the past haîf century, and sho-ved the neceisity, growing
every day stronger, of a union of the Presbyterian Churches.

Ti Rev. T. F. B. Tingling, East Fincbley, devotes ten
minutes of eacb Sunday evening service to missîonary news.
Hle covers one portion of the mission field before he proceeds
to anthr;Africa is: the subjecdt nt prese. HesWarang
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