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earnestness whicl. pervadcs tUec whole argument.
The'objectians ta thecisin, which are urgcd by,,tle ma-
terialisin and agnasticism af our day, andi especially
by various schools of nntitbeistic evoiutionists, are
most fully and satisfactorily muet. It is shown with
great force andi trulli ibat the great progress af scien-
titlc knowlcdge in this century bas flot diminislied,
but imnienscly incrensed, the varicty andi force ai the
evidence for the l3eirg whoin the Christian theist
catis God.

W'e have bccn greatly interestd in the author's
statenient -anti defenqe af the aid so.cailld antolagical
argument. He takes the position tdiathei existence
af absolute l3eing I is a necessary anti ltimate princi-
pic ai reason ir.volved in tic constitution ai mîan as
ratianai." Absolute leing hc dermnes as Ilthe Ileing
that exists, fiat dependent on or conditioncîl by
ariy reality, independent af or prerequisite ta utsef."
The argument, as elabarated by Professor Harris, we
believe canclusive ; but il has again raiseti in auir mind
the question whcîher the argument cant rightly be
calicti a>riri lie insists that the beludfin absolute
Beingisas truly intuitional,e.g.,ts the catusal judgrnent;
tbat the knowledge ai the caused, ta use lus own
pbraseology, involves the knowledge of the uiicaiseti,
ands50Oon. To the present writer, n the other handl,
il seems that the belief in Uhe existence afithat which
is absolute andi uncauseti, is flot an intuition, but an
inference,/rom Uic principle ai catisatini The step
is indeeti but one, andi is sa evident andi necessary
that not ta take that step is ta act in deiance ai the
laws af tbought ; still because there is that anc step,
ive cannat rightly say that the existence of the
uncausei andi absolute is intuitionally perceiveti. To
tbis evident abjection Prafessor Harris replies that
the principle ai causation can,.never carry us beyond
a finite cause. This we do flot sec. The principle
af causatian, as we understand it, insists siniply that
a cause shail be adequate ; and wve sec flot hov this
principle, applied ta the phenaniena presenteti in the
universe, can rest short af the assumptian af a Being,
absalute andi uncanditianed, as the Cause ai ail that is
conditioneti ; of infinite Being, as the only Cause ade-
quate ta accounit for the universe-niaterial andi i-
niaterial-as it is presented ta us. Howv cari energy,
for instance, tbough in any particular case it be finite
and nicasurable, be accounteti for by a finite source
ai energy ? An unceasing nufflow ai power, as, e.g.,
in the case ai gravitation, vvithout diminution or ex-
hau-,tion in the slightest degree front age ta age,
surely demantis an infinite source ai power as ils pri-
mai origin. Sa also it seenis vaiid ta argue, as bas
been argueti af aid, that the idea otf the infinite coulti
neyer have arisen wero there nothing existent but the
finite. Stili the conclusion in ecd case, situply bc.
cause it is a conclusion, cannat bo rightiy held intui-
tional truth.

< To be concduded.J

THE CONGRE-GA TIOX

MaR. EDrroaR,-The subject ai this, rny third letter,
is "The Congregation," îvhich we wili naw praceeti
ta cansider. In yotur issue ai March 30 you editori-
alIy insert the views ai a contenipaa-ry rcgarding the
resignatin ai ministers. Its conclusion, which ils
your own, as gathereti frani yaur remarks, is that
church. troubles are olten, if riot always, tfriffing, and
that the minister is toa sensitive and toa hasty in re-
signing bis charge.

Now, sir, 1 hope you wil pardon me if 1 say that 1
entirely disagrec with you and the contemporary's
conclusion. 1 inake bold ta say that ini nmne cases out
af every ten the sensitiveness, hastiness anid wrong-
doing lie at the door af thc congregation. Can you
fiane ant minister af aur Church îvbo bas any prac-
tical knowledgc of a probationer's lufe, who, because
oi a littie trouble, resigned bis charge ta, tramip the
country for eigbtccn months or twa years ? ls there
any man, in any walk af life, wba will, on the siight-
est provocattion, leave his certain wark, flxed wage,
cheerful bomne, happy wife andi loving chiltiren for un.
certain work, unsatisfactory wage, a disintercsted
boarding.house andi the uipieasantnesses that attend
a v-andering lufe? What do reasan andi jutigment
and coniron sense andi instinct and feeling and ex.
perierîce say ? V/ut flot ail the probationers tell you
tbey werc forceti ta rcsign ? Does not the very fact
af ifty or ane hundred settîcti miinisters wbo are ever*
week appiying for a hearing ini vacancies tell us that
nuinisters will do ail that it is passible for inar ta do

bofore rcsigning their charges ? V/bat minister jov-
itly sentis bis name ta the probationing cominittee?

W/ha is it that hails with delight the prospect ai a
lwo-years' tramp ? WVhere is the prabationer who
chccrfiilly bitis bis wifc andi cluiltren and lhante andi
study gou-byeP

Mr. Editar, le.t mie, in tliis connection, place before
you anti tlîe Chuirch tira questions, ini the answering
ai which 1 wvill endeavour ta show where the blarne
lies. The flrst question is, WVhy (Io ministc.s resign
their charges?

Let tlie vacant cangregations answcr.
First we take the oncýmanpaîver congregation, ai

vwiiicli therc are a large nurnber scattcred thraugbout
the country. Thiîs nian is fairly intelligent, talkative,
widiely.connected and subscribcs largely. He is a
most imtportant persan, froni a financial stantipoint,
and is aixinus Iliat the niinister shorilt recagnize il.
Nat passcssing the chillikec neekness ai the regener-
ate, lie is not particularly afixiaus that the minister
shaulci preacli tue trutb, andi îotliing but tho truth.
B1ut tie preacher is faithiul ; and tbis conceiteti saul
alten receives thue borne thrusts oi the Word af Go-3,
wliicli is quick andi pawerful, anci sharper tban any
two-eclged sworcl. The cansoquence is that bis pride
is htnhleti, ani lbis vanity wauindeti ; antI he resolve5
ta rid himseli oi this fatithit servant ai the Lard.
Sanie congrcgations get tireti ai their twenty-
years'.pastor and irieni, -anti long for a new, Yaung,
beardless face. Tbey gel rid o ai m by staying at
homte, withholding the supplies, andi circuiating the
1ku that he is ton aId ta, draw the Young people.

Other congregations finti fault because the minister
catis for bis salary an the day it is due~. He is calleti
mercenary, anti îvhen Ibis spirit is attributeti tal the
pastor, the endi is not far distant. 1 kna'v something
ai business and business principles ; aisa ai the unan-
ner in which employes are treateti by their emplay-
ers, but, sir, 1 never knew any class ai men s0 cani-
pleîeiy at the mercy ai arrather body as are the minis-
ters ai aur Church. at the inercy ai their cangrega-
tions. As a pastor, preacher, parent, mn churcb, at
home, abroati, bis every word andi action is watched,
notiet, commnenteti upan. Ht must preacb, pray,
visit, spcak, act, ta, suit the notions anti views ai the
congregatian. H-e dare flot say organ anti bynn book
wiîtn the praminent man says psalins, psalms. Ht
cannor preacb total abstinence wben sanie menubers
take their glass. Ht is tied, anti witl remain sa, un-
less be bas gril enougb in bim ta play tht maniy part,
anti speak the truth, and face a two-year~.' tramp.
Have 1 answered tht first question ?

Let me put tht second question, andi try ta, answer
it. Why arc congregations sa long vacant? Let me
here say, nuost emphaticatiy, flot because ai the poor
preachers they bave hati. 1 coulti name several con-
gregations that have been vacant for wvell an ta two
years ; that have been supplieti thraugh tht Probation-
ing Conimittet ; andi with ont or two, exceptions
have no fault ta finti with the probationers sent ; iii
fact, coultil profit under any ai tbeni a.« preacher andi
pastor. Still they continue on tht list ai vacancies.
Wby ? V/eil, many ai the members during that long
periati have becomie keeniy critical ; in fact, proies-
sionai critics. Fauits are noteti, a lap5sus lingue-, a
siight hiesitancy, an appeai ta notes, an inetegant ges-
turc, too much encrgy, or toa littie. Sanie again, less
criticai, watch bis mavemenîs during the fortnight. If
be visits, he is canvassing for a caîl ; if be doesn't
visit, heis unsociable. If he basn'talways tht appear-
ance of a new hat out af a bandi-box, hie is untidy anti
slovenly.

Then there are cangregatinns that seeni highly
pleaseti wirh any anti evcr probationer. They have
nothing but kindly words anti deetis for theni ; anti
every prabationer fancies a cai will be presenteti in
bis favaur at next meeting ai Presbytery. But fîve,
ten, fifteen, twenty, twenty-tlvc, thirty ministers ai aur
Cburcb have preacheti ta these congregations. Stili
no cati cornes Anti you asic wby is this, anti tht ex-
pianation, siri-ply is, thest congregations are waiting
for stuticats-far next spring graduates. 1 know four
vacant congrigations that have b Cen hearing proba-
tianers durirug the winter ; anti yct these charges
wrate ta stutients afféring catis if they would accept.

Others agiin tell Preshyteries tlîey are flot yet pro-
paretil ta cai, flotl'aving beard any ont they suffi-
ciently likel. . What is the trutb ? These congrega-
tions are wiping aut churcb debts, or preparmn; ta
buiid ncw ories. Others are internally dividet i nta
iamily compacts ; anti wben ane faction expresse,
prefererîce for one muan, another faction immediateiy
rnakes choice af anotlx.r. Is not this staié of mnatters

cieploraule, MNr. Editor? They are acknowledged an
aIl sides ta be unpleasant, unsatistactary anti injuri.
cu", anti yet tbase that bave the tna-king ai aur laws
wink at the unhappy condition ai things, andti ietly
lay tire Millue on the probatianer. [t is high time,
sir, thiat the Chtircit attorities shoulti grapple firm.
ly anti deteniiîineidly witiu these cryingvu, insîcati ai
slipping complaints iat the w sebsket. It seerns
ta site t he Chîurch bas swung front the thir.nest estab.
lishunent ta the tbickest valuntaryisrn.

At.QuoRIJm.

4b JEi ISIU S TA7VS TICS.

The mîtost rcliable statistics give the foiloiving nuin-
bers, tvhich, for brovity's sake, 1 stato in round figures.
Tltey are nal, however, ai recent date, but nearly
twentv ycars aid, anti in the interval the Jeyvs must
have nuultiplieti considerabiy ; but tbese are the mnost
truitworthy 1 cani finci:

Russia nnd Paland ...... ...... 2,500,000
Austria and llungaiî............... 1,200,000
Gerniany----------------------...500,000
Rouniania 400,000
Turkey mn EUrupc ................. 280,000
Fiance .. ...... ..... 90,000
Great ltritain and Ireland ............ 8o,ooo
The Netherian'is...................70,000
ltaly ... . . . . 6o,00o
Switzerlanti, llcligaiî,l, Sweilen anal Not-

way, Spain, llorîrugal, Gibriltar antI
Malta, ai leasi ................. 2,0oo

Total for Etirope . ... ............ 5,200,000
Africa is suppobugl qo contiaiiî . ..- .1î,o0oqw
Asa ............................ 500,000
America ................... ..... 400,000
Australaiia - . 0 r,000

Total ..... .... ... .. .... 7.110,000

This tailies with Herzng's RZoyal Encylopadia,
which estimates tht aggregate number of Jews on tht
globe as upwarti ai 7,000,000. Beyonti the Continent
ai Europe anti tht Uniteti States ai America il is
înostly guess work, for there are ao official statistics.
If, howvever, as 1 incline ta thirik, Sooooo is nearer
the mark for Africa, the nunuber assigneti ta Asia is
certainty underrateti, anti cannat, 1 think, be snualler
than 700,000.

These figures represeni Jews, stili knawn as Jews.
But what ofithe descendants of tluousands upon thau-
sarits, wha were forceti by bitter persecutians and
expulsions ta profess I>opery, in arder ta save their
bives anti substance;- and tons ai thousantis who, for
sîmular reasans, emibraceti Mohammetiim?

Then, again, there can be litt tioubt that *the
Nestorians, ai Kurdistan, anti the Beni Israel, ai In-
dia, are tiescendeti iroin tht Ten Tribes ; anti there is
much in favour ai the opinion lthat aur troublesonie
neighbours in India, the Afghans, are of simiflar ani-
gin. There arc, besities, several Mastein tribes in
the Caucasus anti ini Central Asia, wbo probabiy like-
wvise betong ta lte Ten Tribes, sol long spoken ai as
l0st

My conviction is, that if the Jews throughout the
worlti were ta assemble in Palestine, together with
those iribes that present credibie evitienres of their
Israclitisb ancestry, their total wouid flot fait far short
of tooooooo ; andi if we are prepareti ta admit the
Anglo-Saxons, as sanie contenti for witb very.re-
markable arguments, worthy of serjous examînation,
why, then, ai course, we shaulti be a match for ail
tht world besitie, Mahtii anti ail !

1 have spaken ai large nurnbers oi Jewsl wbo lhat
in times gat by been compelleti for ticar Iiit's sake
ta ber.ore Papists or Mosîcins; but, tbank Gati,
there is anather class ai Jtws, little thao.ught of, 1
refer ta tht descendants ai tht thousantis who con-
stituteti the earliest Christian Churches, anti ai those
who in marc recent ages anti in tht present genera-
tlion have canfessed tht Lard J esus : andi who ar-e to
be founti rnixed up with Christian Churches of ail
denorninations ini différent parts ai the worid, and
now difficult ta itientiiy. 1 cannot help tbinking that
ir is in contravention ai Goti's purpose that il shoulti
bc. sol for It is writteri: IlLa, the people shahl dwell
atone, anti shaîl flot be reckoneti among the nations."

Frequcnîty in London, and even in Rame, 1
have recognizeti a dozen or mort Jcws, Young anti
aid, worsbipping in the same Cburcb, andi (tît sure,
that very few, if any, in the congregation were aware
ai the fact. There is unhappily so much ta induce
beiieving Jews, anti more so their descendants, ta
merge tbemselves among Gentile Chrustuans, anti
bide anti forget their Israehitish origin, 1 veridy be-
lieve that if it were possible ta trace anti itientiiy
these offsprings of Israel tbzougbout the world in
Papal, Greek, Protestant anti other Churches, the
total waulti astonisbingly excecti any figures I coutl
rante undter a maillion. Coulti a census be taken
o ai al living Protestant Hebrcws anti their chiltiren
tbey wouid prababiy excetd iooo.-R.R. 4, Reis


