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A TRIP" TO BRANDON.

ý,.RV FR Ib ~ISIONARIKS.
The rity of Brandon Is lais than twvo years oIC, and

aireadY Il bas sema 3000 or 4,000 People. Ilt h A
marrai ofenterprlse. Its buildings arechieily ivooden,
noatly constructed, and painteda durk brown. 1: has
three tient church buildings- Presbyterian, Methodist,
and Epicopal-costîlg, probably, $5,ooyeebch Your
correspondent lately pald a church visilte Brandon,
and was much pleascd wlîh the appearauce cf things
there. Thre pastor, Rev. Mr. Ferries, bas lately
resigned (rom liti ealth, and the vacant cangregation
ta dependent an the Presbytery for suppiy. The
cangregation bas a veIi.organized session of five active
eiders, aSabbath sehocl f upwardscf mo pupils, and
an excellent Bible class cinductedl by Eider Matheson,
formeriy cf Chaton. wrelknown as an Assembly eider.
The superinteudent of the Sabbath school, and drnrcb
treasurer, is the Clerli cf the Caunty Court, a Mr. Barri
formarly cf Millbank, Ontario. The memberahip la
given as about elghty:-, th congregation Is about 250
lnte morning, ani neazlY 400 ln the evening, quita
filiig tha church. Althis speaks weli for the energy
cf the att pator, and the activity cfte youug con.
gregation. A good dcal cf attention seemu to Mb
given te the cultivation cf music and psalniody, and
there is an excellent choir. A literary association ln
connection with the church meets fcrnightiy. Tihe
visit te Brandon was a very pleasant one. -tt at
Brandon this satisfactcry state cf things ends. lu the
district around, especially te t e et, there 18 DEtPLO.
RAIlLE NEGLECT la aur mission work.

Near Brandon are the folowing groups cf stations:
1. Grand Valley ; IL. Milford ; 111. Peacock's. WVest
cf Brandon are: IV. Virden; V. WVolseley; VI.
Ilroadvicv; VIl. South Moose Mountain; VIII.
Ragna, IX. Moose Jaw. Nov these are mot
individual points, but ail are centres of some Impor.
tancc. Distributed among thain in summar thera
vase five student missionarles. At present thara is
not a missiona-y settled al, one! these points. Net
more than twe of thein have even the most taem-
porary supply. In seven of them, representlug net
less than thirty preachlng places, the Gospel has met
beau heaad from PresbyterianU lps for several months.
wVe have fallen furtber bcind this year iu overtîlng
the nav .,àrk than durlng the iast tenyeaartOndy
on rissionary hm sbeen Un! Io us in the last huxf.ar:
and tis a: the end cf a season in which the emigra.
tien is estimated by tens of tbousands. We have tilt
this yar had the honour ln the North.West of beiug
te pioneers tbreughout the country. That distinction
ia gene, let us hope net forever.

Now, ail this has happened in the face cf the nies:
passionate appeals from niest cf these places for sup..
piy, and by people willng to ce-itribute largely. A
fcw examples may be citcd :

z. At the close cf the service in Brandon, a most
gentléemanly man, froni the Milford greup, asked a few
minutes conversation. He urged niost earnestly for
a missienary. "AVe have a majriy in one seule-
ment of Prashyterians. Vet our chiidren ca ol
attend a Meibodist service. Oh 1 don't forget us.»

2. On Sabbath afternoou, a gentleman iuterested in
Virden, aslced that the dlaims ofta: Important
centre be not lest. "A student missionary did capi-
tai work there las: summer; ail that is bing lest
ini the Virden group af stations. QUiers ara there
entcring jute our labours.

3. A deputatien of two leading meni cf Wolseley
waited on your correspondent. Oua cf hem, tc Iead-
iug marchant cf :1e place, said : IU W are in the
raajarity an a churcb, but ' a have beau absolutely
neglectad. With the adjoining settiements we couic!
seon beself-sustaining. Wiil net the Prebtertak
up Our case?"

4. A relative of your correspondent has taken up
land in the Soath Moose Mountain district A large
number of townships have been taicen up by settîcrs,
and ha bac! neyer hear. cf a Preshyterian misslouary
havir'g been threugh the ragan.

5. A ltter han beau recelved by two young men in
Broadview, intelligent yeung Scotchmen, whe cama
out from the nighhourhood of Failcirir. They uay,
a We have ne service of eur own Cburcb, cf w!iicb ve
are members. 'Ve are anxiously looklng for I. A
haitis being put up for aildenoinations to use.WC

hope that the Presbyteiy vili b. able te glie ui suppiy
that ire may soon have a church ci éur own.

(% la Regina, the Mehodi.%t ac! the Episcopal
Churches have bath bac! seguier misslouaries for thrte
or four mentit,, and we bave none, theugh ono la
expected immedlateiy.

CONCLUSIONS.
How bma al this occurred? Our Home Mission

Cammittee Il net eut of fund-at ltout grants vere
made te halp mcst cftese districts in <Jctoher lait.
Thre rani dificui:y hi proper steps have not beeu taken
ta get men. Tbree agendaes have beeu iu:ere:d lu
the matter ; i. Thre A.senibly's Home Mission Coin-
minice; Il. The SuperIntendant; 111. The Presby-
tery cf Manitoba. Thre Prasbytary cf Manitoba has
an enormeus amouat cf wa-k on baud. This year, ln
contrast vkth its custom for years past, 1: virtually
handed te whoia matter of mission supply te the Sup.
erintandent. The Home Mission Committea did tae
samne thin!. The Superintendeut wrote Lttera le a
number of persans asking theni te accept appoint.
mrents. But ha had se much ark to do la arganization
ln te part cf Manitoba lately added te tha Province,
that it took bis undIvlded attention tere. Iu Ode.-
ber and November, irben efforts, constant and dater.
mincd, sheuld hava been put forth for mcen, thesa
efforts wara ne: made. No bIae can attacb te the
Supe.Intendent ln tae matter. He abacsLu ork
pressng on bis heels, which must bc attended te.
Betweeutae Presbytery and the Assembly's Home
Mission Cammittee, the biama lies. Tha Superinten.
dency has been a gras: success, but in changlng te a
neir syst=z, thora wul alinays ha a certain ameuna:cf
bs et force. Thre thlng nov luIntorpait the lois as
soan as possible. We muit nover allow acur Chusch to
taire a second place in mission verk ln Manitoba. WVa
want threc or four erdained misslonaties at once, and!
as large a baud cf stuent catechists as can be spare.
WVe van: actions, ne: verdi. Tha lina uf salwayfirom
Brandon to Ragna-a dLitance of 25o miles-nov un.
occupiad by us, must b. taken up by cur Invading
force ln the sprlng. May God give us grace te
occnpy ht. SIGbMA.

Winn43eg, Feb. 4tA, 1883.

DR. COCHRANE'S REPORT ON BRRITISH
COL UMBIA.

MR. EDITOR-IWill yen ha klnd enough to ailow
me room te maka emant comments on the Repart o!
the Depu:y sent ta thlp' Province by the General As-
sembly an publlshed in yens issue cf Octobar z5th ?
As I do net visb judgmient te go against us by default,
I deire to have these cemments an record iu yonr
columns. As briefly anstce nature of the case permits,
1 shah peint eut a few of the mistakes in that very-to
say tae east of it-mlisleading report. It says : I"The
proent condition of Prasbyterianasm intae Province i.,
net chearing. Much geod bus doubtiais been done, but
the resuits do not appear a: al la proportion te the
momicys expendcd ilapant years by tce Church of Scot-
land and the Presbyterian Chusch cf Canada.» Thon It
is addcd,as the grand reason for ibis stata of tbiugsthat
Il Confiict cf opinion ac! action on the part cf imdi.
viduai ministers belongng te, tha rival Churches re-
presauted bas bitherto miltatcd agalas: pzogressaY
That report would bava been about as near te mark
if i: said that aur wan: cf pro-gress-or the fallure cf
,,our Church tu admace in British Columibia as liblm
donc la othar parts of the Domainion »-led te tha
battle cf Tel-el-Kebir. 1 must say that wa deserved
something very far difféent tramn the whole toua cf
that veryunsympathetic Y 'Port, and ils expressed and
implicd censures. Under most adverse clrcumstances
cf evesy kind, tosa ministers whobo ave beau bere
bave, vlth fewer exceptions tbr.n lu usual, credùtabiy
sepreseted the Presbyteiau Church, ad maiutained
the few positions an vell as tha st o! any others-
taugh like theni (a few cf us) for many long years Iaad.

ing a sort of ferlera hope.
Every candid and unprcjudiced man vbho uo

anythiug cf the hlstosy cf British Columbia kueva
that there have been naithes "progreun no: l"pro.
portiantate rasuts" here la anything, civil or eccle-
sial1cal, on accoua: cf aur very sniall settied popula-
tien. Wé bave hac! occasiouitfy a comparatively
large population, but it bas btea very scattered, very
beterogeneons, and vas>' mlgratory. A fair report
would sa>' so,iil (it cahlad upoù a: ail te go back "Uon
the past." bntit ver>' secently caur whle-what va
cal-wbita population would cot malce a third os

faurth rate town ln Cntarlo-and that scaitcred oves
hundredao! mites.Jus: as val ught a Dputy Lave
biamed Dr. Bllack n: RecU Rivas for having cnly one
cangregatlan for se many yers. ln ail Manitoba and
the North -We.'j or attribute the great increasa of ithe
Church thera Dow te bis rernovai. Van cannor have
churches vithaut peopa; and the prosperity of any
particular brandi of teChurt* ai î'ie f=t t lpnds
on te character oftae population andlits source.
(As te Ute charactar of aut poputatizon, hoev vr, 1
tiuk a staîsmeut la tha Deputy'a Report (rom soe
oua la ratbc.r strong-» Froni ail appearacos teln.
dian population are (at mare auxious te b. iustructad
thait their white bretbren are.) Suppose ibat te
preseu: population cf Manitoba ad taeNortb-Wcst
bac! ail gene fromt the Province o! Qucbe, uhere
weuld eut Chcrch thera b. to.d.y? Or couic!any (air
mmdcc!d man upbrald us fer van: cf progress there i
Until I rend the report cemumentedi on I neyer knew
that the size and appearance oi a place wera any in.
dication of the ice cf a cougregatdon a! any partlcular
denominatlon that aught to e halgathered l."

2. But besicles the backward and dlsappoiuting
condition oftae Province for se many years, there is
another principal cause whlcb -»Ilmilltated I agaiust
eus pragres; imdccc, Inia>' say taeothes principal
cause. Even with our ve smmii, scattered, betera.
ganeous, and migra:ory population, out presen: con-
dition vouId b. much more "'cheering » bad te
Parent Churchas beau as prompt ad libaratlangtvmug
ns ministers, and la aupplyi.ig their places when vacat.
cd, as aibar deneminatlans hava beau. But soe.
boy ta>' have beau unable or unwvlllng te grant us
tae supplias needed, and sepeatedi', ac! most urgcntiy

askcd for. What ara the facts? Before wevaaa
Presbytery a: all the Home Churches, and! tae Cana.
dian Chusch refused to send a aupplin atae year x866
te Pandosa Street Church, Victoria; and consequently
the doors of anef tae fiues: churches luntaeProvince
wmsacosed fer soe nina ycars, agaius: oae of thc
mos: etbuslastic and libaral congregaticas ever a-
scmbled; audise, ar as tose churchas vese concerncd
the>' might have beau daoseci aven yat. The Canadian
Churcb decllied te supply Ms. Duf's place vbemi ha
tait Ctiboo tri 1865, thaugb.the prospects vae vustly
more eucouraging than tey ara nov. And afttr ha
toct Newr Westunastes la 1867 it vas la!: vacant for
about clghteen months. When Mr. Aiticen left
Nintalmo la 1871, that place vas tait uusupplied for
ricaly five years ; a ver>' good church vas locked Up,
and the nucleus cf a most promism2g cougragation
scattered. Iu raply tw my rapaated and turgent cù-
treaty ta scnd a minuster, I vas talc! ta: noue cauid
ha gait tocoma. lantespring cf 1875 eue at langt
ccnsented to coes for Nanalmo ; and irben a peint
of erder vas raised ln te Synod .il Toronteo = is u
license and ordination, an inluential member vas ra-
ported in theaIl Globe » as saying, Il Ms. S. vouid
have a congragaticu of only forty or fiR> lantae field
propoed, and it vas a lass for bum (sic) toe ixpenc!bis
finc talents la sncb a small place" Evea tias vert
expccted te have things "cbeaing." WiI soea nc
t>' the experimeut of ialing things '4"checrful"' by
shutting up a church or tin aTonto for five or
nlae years, and thcu open lt again ?

But, Ms. Editor, in thasa cis=zstances thea Church
of Scotland uobly cama te aour aid lantaesommer cf
1875, upoU tht personai solichtation cf te Rcv.MW.
Macgregor, of Victoria, wvhh a ver>' liharai grant cf
mer..y (S5,ooo a yens) ad four additional minisiems
Victoria District, Nanaine, Langle>' and Nicola (for
which place 1bac! aslcad for a mInistas stone years
belote) vaetaensuppllad, ad taeprospects appearad
most promlshug. 0f course mie oue ever supposed tn
ta: it wonid hava beaunacessas>' te continue the

grants tetose places for sucis a iength cf tiare. WVe
wtt iooeington, as -Wa bave so often looed lavain,
for a large influx of population, and more prosperous
times. Andta: there mlght mia: ha aven teappear.
auca cf Il cnflict o! opinion and action," or of I"rival
Churches," I a: onca united wi ta hePreshyter>', and
we bac! an feir disputes as avrn took place in an>' Pres.
bytas>'. But very sean it vas tae ame star>'vt
souma cf Our ministers as wthh se n> cf otiter
Chusches-the position and prospects vere tee dark
andi discousnglng, and tva a! eus nuruber le:t tce
Province; and (not as 1: vas with athes churchas) ne
supplies couic! be cbtained te, 611 thea vacaudies. And
oves a yens ugo Nanaima vas again lait vacant- the
church ad manise clcsed up-and it remalus s; and
the minuter who tnay comea mlng nov, or a: saine

(MARCIS 14th,


