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“Why are 5o many or any who ectuslly do " 1fonce
we cet the true rasfomale for so many doing this, we
sha -ave the Jess difficulty in showing why so many
dow's, It is all very easy to talk of fanaticism and
superstition, €ic., but all such meuthing has become
sorrswhat stale, and in the mesntime there is the one
fact that thousands upon thousands do attend church,
and that the benevolent enterprizes of the world are
all but entirely kept going by those same church goers
and their friends. An Agnostic hotpital or intidel
clothing soclety would be at once a marvel and an
absurdity. Sometimes, no doubt, unbelievers are kind,
generour, and benevolent. DBut il so, they ae this in
spite of their opinions, not because of them. They
have not been able altogether to prezerve themselves
from belng inflamed by the religious and benevolent
atmosphere around them. In short,as Disraeli said
of Sir Robert Peel, with the necessary limitations,
“ They have found Christians bathing, and in a few
cases have been tempted to run away with their
clothes.” No doub: very many professed Christians
are not 8o zealous, consistent, and sclf-denying asthey
ought to be, but if they were as cold, indifferent, un-
spiritual, and hypocritical as they are sometimes sald
1o be, the benevolent enterprizes of the world would
suffer a general and most disastrous collapse. As Dz,
Goodwin lately remarked, * Man iay glorify the
fathethood of God and the brotherhood of man, bhut
such beliefs will never send missionaries to face the
maletial belt of Africa or the cannibals of the Soutd
Pacific. Only such tremendous truthe as gather round
Sinat aad Calvary, men’s redemption, life and death,
heaven and hell, can inspire to such undertakings.”

PRIZE ESSAY ON MISSIONS.

THE prize of ONE HUNDRED GUINEAS for the best
essay on ZAe Heathen World has called forth re-
marks from some exchanges, but not very alarming or
wonder exciting. It is no new thing to be told, “ We
have enough heathen at home. Let us convert them
first before we o tothe heathen abroad.” * That plea,”
says Philips Brooks, “ we all know, and I think it
sounds more cheap and more shameful every year.”
What can be more shameful than to make the imper-
fection of our Christianity at home an excuse for our
not doing work abroad? It is as shameless as it is
shameful. It pleads for exemption and indulgence on
the ground of its own neglect and sin, It is like the
murderer of his father asking the judge to have pity
on his orphanhood. Even the men who make such a
plea feel how unheroic it is. Asto the relative im.
portance of home and foreign mission work, it is
sufficient to say : * This ought ye to have done, and
not leave the other undone” All the world is the
field of the Church, and the Master’s imperative,
urgeai * Goye,” is 8:ill thundering through theages, re-
buking the sloth and weakness of the disciples, and in-
citing to the most heoric devotion and effort for the sal-
vation of the world, No doubt there are heathen at
home, and many of thcem far more inexcusable than
those abroad, butis that a reason f.c neglecting our duty

"to those abroad? The fact is the Church has been
asleep till now, and has only been * playing at mis-
sions,”as Dr. Duff said,otherwise the great mass of hea-
thenism would now be enjoying the blessings of Chris-
tianity. Think of the meney spent on rum, tobacco,
and sinful pleasures compared with the paliry sum
devoted to missions, and yet the cry is, ¢ Why allthis
waste? Why not spend the money at home where it
is so much needed 2” Alas | that men should shut their
eyes to the clearest evidence in favour of the claimsof
the perishing heathen. Yet these same objectors are
not the readiest to give for the heathen at home, Ask
them for a contribution for such a cause, and they
plead their inability to help in the enlightenment of
those at their own doors. The plea is idle and selfish,
and totally unworthy the progress of this nineteenth
century, When at Saratoga last summcs a distin-
guisked divine cculd not help observing the expendi-
ture at one of the hotels, and stated that “ the wealth
centered in a single hotel there would support all the
“greign missionaries on the globe for many a year 1”
1€ professing Christians had only given a tenth of this
substance dering the last fifty years, heathenism abroad
would bave been but a name, Statistics prove that it
is at present a sad and solemn reality. Wanted &
hundred more like Duff, Casey, and Livingstone!
Wanted volunteers “or the Lord’s battle in Africas
China, India, Japan, South sea Islands, Young men
of Knox College, how many of you are willing to say,

“Here am 1, send me?” Young men of Queen's,
who amang you is willing to co isecrate himself to this
forious work? Students of Montreal, may we not
ook for some help from yoa? * The nigzt is far
spent, the dar is at hand?" Lat not the Maritime
Provinces eclipte Ontario o Quebec in self sacrifice
and devotion to the foreign 'nission field.

11tk | what mean tuose lamentations
Rolliog sadly through the sky?

“Tis the cty of heathen nations,
**Come and help us or we die.””

Hear the heathens' sad complaining ;
Christians, hear theit dying cry,

And the luve of Christ constianing,
Joln to help them ere they die.

DAVID MURRICE HALL,

The final act in the opening to the public and the
students and professors of the Montreal Theological
College took place on Tuesday 28th ult., in the David
Morrice Hall. It was the formal opening of the new
buildings and the handing over by Mr. Morrice to the
Board of Management of the college of the deeds con-
veying to them the princely gitt. The building, when
complete, will have cost about $80,000, and is pro.
nounced by those who are competent judges one of the
finest establishments in the Dominion., The architect
and the varlous contractors who carried out his designs
have rendered their names)iliusirious by their fimshed
workmanship, whilst the building itself will be a
monument for ages of the donot’s true devotion to his
Church, and the deep interest which he took in the
welfare of candidates for the ministry. Those who
spent some time in examining the whole structure
have pronounced it a magnificent affair. Leaving
details for our readersat leisure, we prefer to dwell more
atlength on the proceedings of the brilliant assem-
blage on this interesting occasion.

After having spent some time in noting the beauties
of the building, the invited guests, college authonties,
and students took their places in Convocation Hall
Rev, Dr. MacVicar, Principal of the college, announced
the long metre Doxology, and Professor McLaren
leading, the grand old melody seemed to be given
with heartfelt unanimity. Rev. Professor Campbel!
read some verses of Scripture, and Rev. Mr. Mackay,
ot Crescent street Church, offered the opening prayer.
The donor of the Hall and building, Mr. David
Morrice, then stepped forward and said. *Mr.
Warden,—I beg to hand to you, as representing
the College Board, the deed of d~nation of these
buildings, to be hereafler used for the purposes
designed.” Mr. Warden, having accepted them, said.
“1 thank you, Mr. Morzice, for this gift on behalf
and in the name of the Board of Management ot the
college, representing as it d.es, 1 believe, the largest
contnbution to our Church from any une person.”
Principal MacVicar thea read the dedication hymn,
which was compesed by himself, It consists of six
stanzas, at once simple, beautiful, and suitable. Then
followed the dedication prayer by Rev. Dr. fenkins.
As a specimen of pure Anglo-Saxon, combining all
that was deemed essential for the occasion, it is
worthy of regard, but it is also attractive for its com-
prehensive grasp and its pithy and pointed utterances.
It breathes a truly devotional spirit. Next came
addresses from the College Board and the students.
These were very chaste, and conveyed a deep sense
of gratitude to the generous donor for all that he had
done. To these addresses Mr. Morrice replied in
appropriate terms. The Principal then gave an
interesting accovnt of the past history of the college
and its present efficient equipment; the number of
ministers labouring in various parts of the field ; the
increased number of students, and especially the
instrument in effecting such results. This was Mr.
D. Morrice, who had not merely given in princely
style, but had also spent much time and thought, and
by wise and inspiring words had encouraged them to
surmount difficulties. He certainly has preclaimed
himself a distinguished benefactor. “1It is meet,
therefore,” added the Pnncipal, “that I should thus
publicly and in behail of the senate, the Board, the
faculty, the graduates,and the students express our
heartfelt deepest gratitude to Mr. Morrice; and I join
with him Mrs. Morrice and his family, whose heans
are one with his in every good work in which he is
engaged.” Next came the addsess of the Rev. Dr.
Cochrane, Moderator of the General Assembly, a3
follows :

«This is a day of great gladness and rejoicing in many
hearts. It is soywith the Principal and Professors of this

college 3 with the stunents now in attendance, and those who
for many years past have goune foith fio m «s walis to preach
the Gospel of Christ | with the Unard ..f Manapement, whote
antleties tegarding this invi'uin hare been so greatly
lightened by the princely gift of Mr. Mcreice 3 with the
members of the Presbytentan Church sn Montreal 3 with the
sister colleges ' Totonto, Kongsion and Halilax, and may 1
not add, with the repretentataves of similae insututions con-
nected with othzr evangelical denominations in this city and
Province, In the visible Ludy of Chnu's Church upon
earth, it {s not trga that if one member suffes, all the mem.
bers sufler with at, if one membet be hunuured, all the meme-
bets rojrice with it!  In the ~ame of the 117 000 members
of the Preshyterian Church in the Dominion of Canada, |
desite 1o express ancere gra-nude for thix magrincent ad.
diin o vur Lailege bddings. M. M.otnice has maae the
whole Church his deblur.  As long as this edifice standa his
name will be held in grateful remembrance, while hundreds
of students will cherish for him the tenderest affection as a
pertonal (nend sad prncely benefactor of iy Lhurch,  The
gift itsell is mognificent  the building beautiful and symmet.
tical in irs architecrural propoartians —but the spieit that has
prompted such a generous deed is s1ill more valu-ble. We
sre pleased to recetve contriianions toward our Lallege funds
when asked fur; we are better pieased when they are ’yvcn
us unsohicrred.  We are glad when friends of our Colleges
lcave behind them large sums of money in tuken of their at-
tachment to our ¢ hurch, and to perpetuate their memory,
We tejumce yet more when the livingg are theit own executors,
and dispense their gifts accord.ng to thewr sense of our need.
Mr. Morrice has himself done the latrer. 1le has not waited
until old apgs or death should relax his grasp of rtiches,
butin the prime of hfe he dedicates his means to the ad-
vancement of God's truth and Kingdom on earths  May we
not hepe that his example will be fullowed by Chnstian
merchants of every evangelical church? Such gilts have
hitherto been exceptional.  \We have tead {rom time to time
of the regal bestow ments of such men as Stewast and Lennox,
of New York, to Piinceton, and look with cunous eye upon
the complete equipment of such insttutions as Yale and
Howard and Umon Seminary. It has so far been hardly
suble for outr joung countsy to equal such princely offer.
ngs.  Our millionaries are but few, and our successful mer.
chants far from numerous. [lut such names as Hall, and
McLaren, and McKay, and Redpath, and Mortice, who
have recently endowed our chairs and built our halls, ate
surely the carnest of a time nearat hand when every General
Auembly will be called 1o recurd such noble and unselfish
offetings—when our prufeasars will be set fice to prosecute
their arduous callings without financial cares, and when
abundant accommodation will be provided for the tncreasing
number of student, that may be expected in coming years.
Thuse who thus consecrate theit means are not on'y loyalto
their Church, but are the truest patriots of our land,  The
Km history of Montieal College 1s at once interesting and
vpeful.  Yuung in years, it s alicady well eyuipped. Its
=*i*=~t¢ hav. In misslon ficlds at heme and m the Great
Notth-Wezt and in prominent city pulpits amply fulfilled the
expectations formed regarding them.  The professorsare for
the most part our awn students, trained in the older institu.
tivn at Turuntu, which meaas suundeess in the faith and.
unyielding devotion to Preshyterian principlea.  What more
nced I to say to call {orth from this audience the united.
prayer that God may continge to bless it in coming years,
and make 1t more abundanily asetul, 1n trainiog wen uf fauh
for the Gospel ministry ¢ This year has been emphatically
the college year of our Church.  Since last Assembly two
appointments have been made to the teaching staff of this
College ; two additional protessors added to the faculty of
Queen’s College ; an ampie enduwment begun fur Kaox
College ; and now, to-day, we dedicate this noble buil ling
to the study and conservation of Goa « truth and the spread
of the grand old ductrines of our common Protestant theology,
which are dear to God's children of every communion,
What does all this mean? It means that the Piesbyterian
Chur=h in Canada insists upon an educated ministry, and
thus proves herself a not unworthy successor of the Church
of John Knox and Reformation times! It means that we
are determined to pruvide fur out pulpits rained Canadians,
in sympathy with the necessities of our land, without being
helplessly dependent upon the charitable offerings of other
churches, and now what do we need that this College and
our sister colleges may serve the end for which they have
been established 2 We need eainest prayes that Christan
parents may devote their sons to the ministry, and that those
who go out from our colleges may be men sound in faith,
profound 1 scholarship, able exponents of God's Word,
aad baptized with Pentecostal fite.”

This was followed by congratulatory addresses
which the Principal had received from Principals of
other colleges, and ministers, and laymen in all parts
of the Dominion. Principals Caven, Grant, Hender-
sop, and Wilkes tendered congratulations in behalf of
thair respective colleges. These addresses were
cordially received and applauded. Rev. J. Edgar
Hill, the newly-inductied mimster of St. Andrew’s
Church, was requested .o close the proceedings with
the benediction, In the evening a conversazione was
held in the aew buildings, and amongst those present
were represented almost all the beauty and learning
of Montreal. Oa Wednesday evening there was a
union of all the churches at the prayer.-meeting in tha
Memorial Hall, and the buildings were thrown open
for inspection. It was indeed a red letter day for
Montreal Presbyterian College. We join in tendering
our heartiest congratulations to the generous donor,
the distinguished Principal and able professors, and
to those students who have now every inducement to

enable them to become successful, able, and honoared
ministers of the New Testament,



