flash of the waves as they broke astern
and rushed around us in foam. We
went feeling for the lharbor mouth,
striking Into whxt looked like promis-
ing openings and sheering off again as
they proved false friends. At t we
slipped Into the righc¢ pocket, as darh
and still as a miil-pond; a harbor that
winds upon itself until it Is l1and-lock-
¢d, and here we had to liv for twenty.
four hours until the gule wore Jtsell
outl.

It was a pleasant afternoun upon
which we arrived at the Hudsons Bay
Past, * Nepizon House,” as it is called.
Its situation upon the high shore of
the Lake is one of great natural beau-
ty. Opposite is the mountainous Jack-
Fish Island and to the south there ie
a great extent of lake, with the strik-
‘ng profile of La Roche Frapper. The
scenery of the northern ¢nd of the
lake Is sald to be finer than the south-
ern. Certainly the view of the inner
and outer Baras, as they are called. is
highly picturesque. These huge dome-
Jike masses of rock rise sheer from the
water to a height of gix hundred and
twenty, and five hundred and seventy-
five feet. They look like great stacks
of hay or cnormous barans, s thelr
common name suggesis. Whan 3you
round the point of the small island op-
posite Nepigon louse you have turned
your back upon the only civilized hous.:
on the lake and you fecl ancw the
sense of the immense grandeur of the
scene and the absolute lonclin-ss =f
these miles of rostlexs water, thas wii-
derness of islands.

It may not be amiss ta give the dis-
tances, as 1ate'y measural, between the
chicf points on the Jake, ax they may
prove of some use ta <portsaten:

Al
From Neplgon 2o Gros Caprae.e..a... 28

Jrom Ncpigon House to Flat Rucek. {2
o b “ Topular Ialge. {1

- * . Itay View. 57
Nezolina. =2
Red Rozk. 73
It was off the Dry Beaver lslands
that we took onc of the bz trout for
which the lake §s famous. Tradition
says, that here the Indlans from all
points on the lake used 10 meet and
feast on the dried meat of the beaver.
Here we were stormztaid for (wo days
and onx one afternoon troliing in the
calm water 0 the notth of one of the
islands we mel our record fish. As fore
ruaners he had half-a-dozen of vari-
ous sizes and weights, ranging from
five to seven pounds. Bat there was
no mistaking elther his size or hk tem-
per when he 1ald hold upon the hooks.
The first sight of him looming throus
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the water was sufficiently Interesting,
but when he broke away and went
boring Into the Lottom of the lake, dis-
appearing into the shadow as i€ he
would never come up again his beha-
vior was intensely oxciting. It took
twenty minutes of careful work te 1and
him in the canoe, anmd when lhe was
tested ashoire he pulied the scale down
to thirly-two pounds and held jt there.
Trout of this sizr are by no means un-
common, and, as Lake Nepigon has no*
been largely fished. good sport may be
found almost anywhere within Its
waters.

Unscientific Facts about the Animals that
Live in the Bush—The Citer.
Cimtitated,

Of aN the furs that this northern
country produces, 10 my taste the Otter
13 the most beautiful. Of courze, there
is a great difference in the quatlity, the
blackest and glossiest ueing held in
most osteem. AsS a ruls, the largest
=kins are not the best, a big male ot’er
often having a brownish tinge which
jmpairs its quality.

The fur becomes “prime” about the
end of October, and remains so until
about the middle of May, though by
that time, and fully a month before, it
assumes a shabby tnge, caus~d by the
whitening or bitaching of the extreme
cnds of the coarse halr, which have al-
most the apperarance of having been
singed.

The condition «f the fur can usually
at vnee be delermined by the appear.
anre of the =kin, esperially of the tall.
1€ xin otter Bax been killed a trifle eacly
in the scason, the skin of the tail i
black, and though the fur on the rest
uf the body i< In good, marketable con-
dition, the fur on the tail is short and
lacks 3t fuid gloss. If the olter has
been Killed In the summer and Is atso-
Iutely uscless. the skin of ths tall s
ycllowish black, and the main skin a
sickly, blotched yellow. But a winter-
killed otter is unmistakable. The whole
=kin, tail and all, is <hite, tiaged with
red. which, to the cxpesicncead ¢ye, Is
an infallible Indication of its perfeet
condition.

The Indian name for the otlter is

‘nik-cek.”” Xt, like the teaver, figures in

the Indian’s mytholozy, though, as a
matter of fact, the Indlans of the vall'y
of the Upper Qttawa seem 1o be singu-
latly deficient fn the quality that
clothes the common objents of their
Hives wich legendary lore.

The Indians of the coasts of Hudson's
Bay ave much more imaginalive in this
respeet, and T verily believe that most

153

of the legends that are cur:ent amongst
these inlanders have been brought from
thelr more Jmaginative brethren of the
sea coast. The only legend that I Knew
assoclated with the otter relates to the
pecutiar shape of its heasd, which, as
most people probably know, Is exceed-
.agly flat. It is sald that the animals
were once gathered together with the
object of choosing a chief or king. The
aspirunts for the honor were numerous
and exccedingly cager in setting forth
thelr claims, especially the otter, which
would push itself forward to such an
extent that the great splrit twho was
presiding over the meeting set his foot

<ht down on him, literally and meta-
phorically. to such good purpose that
the otter came forth from the press
with a fiattened head, a mark which
he still retains. The fiesh of the otter
is not a highly ¢steemed delicacy, even
amongst Indians, though they do orca.
sionally make use of it when meat Is
scarce.

I remember once, mmany years ago.
coming back at nizht. after 2 lonz w2’k
to my little lox hut. bulit upon an Is-
Jand on Winiwayah Lake, which served
me as a temporary trading post, 1
found an Indian mak ng use of my fire-
place and cooking utensils. He was
cooking something w! Ich, to my hurry
senses, ront forth a most app-ilzing
aroma. On Investigation :t proved to be
an otter, which he invited me to share
with him. Nothing Ioth, I accepted the
invitation, and betwe n us we managed
to polish off nearly the wholt of {t, Next
moming, being mindful of my previous
cvening meal, I thought to make my
treakfast off the cold remains. Whe-
ther the heat or the hunger had ob-
scured the real flavor of the beast on
the previous ¢vening I know not, but
this T knote: that of all the fishy abom-
tnations in the shape of flesh hat I
ever ate, that otter headed the list. It
tasted like meat bolled in 2 pot ox-
clusiveiy used for fish and rarcly wash-
od. Perhaps I am nnl fair to the otter.
bul 1 have eschiewed the flesh of otter
ever since and would advise others o
Qo the same.

The otter 3s a very playful anitnal
and makes an cxcellent pet. The Indi-
ans tamne them scith g:eat ste ess. They
even rain them to catch fish for them,
like the cormorants of the Caina Seas
The favorite dwelling plares of the ol-
ter are «!d abandoned beaver houscs.
Here the Indians =et their traps for
them In the winter and at the holes in
the {ce through twhich they come on
shore to cat thelr fish.

It Is a sitranze thing that the otler



