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LADYPIRD'S CHRISTMAS BALL.
In scariet, cloak andi velvet sîceve

Anti tippet erîniine-spotteti,
Sat Ladybird one Christmas eve.

Armong the plants allotteti
'i o) fili a cozy wVindow seat

Whcre she nîiiglht viewv at leisutre:
'l'lie passers in a city

Who %vaîketi or rode for pleaqure.
Ife Ici en<ier hand, silk--glovedl andi

fin e
Fur 11irting or for ,corninxg,

It hielci a glass of cc>wvslip wvxne
Distilleti that very nornxng.

Anti as she sat anti sippeti denture
Snil sips at hier smail table.

Slîe iaughed to feet herseif secure
A nd snug anid com fortable.

Foi- al outsidle w~ho va1k (,r ridle
With t rost %vere pinched andi bittexi.
R ieh f trs and jen-els side by side

%Vith ragged cloak andi mitten.
She saw lier gartien-mnates - tlîc,

worm,
'l'lie ant, the bee. the beetle

WVith natight to ý-hielci eachi shiv-er-
ing forni,

Not even a rose peLaI.

White suhe the paragon andi peer
From higher forrros deriving

Hex- happier fate to lotirish bere
'lie fittest stili surviving.

Site spread bier fan andi fluttereti it.
Andi tossed hier jauntv feather.

'Fut think thatmo nuLh griaee andI % it
For once slîotld go togethier.

Ali tragic fate 'a tale thotigh brie:
'io miale the rted hloodi etirdile.

A carele'ss inai'len pitieked îa le.it
'lo wveai i t inlher girdle,

A\nd wvith it. .11l asgncsscd.
T1ransferred tc> th:ît position

l>rotud l..aclvhird. wlim<>$ heart dli,!.
swel 1

\Vitli gratifieti ambition.
'l'lie wîn kîng %Valx-liglits tlatshedl .111-1

slept
On lovf-1y ftris tud facts

'o irhe inii light1ý stcpt
dhean.lers. in their places.

'was, Christmas Eve, voit in.v
believe,

Responisîve to the fiddcle,
'l'lie very chairs Iandhands atid

swun g
Each other ilown the niiddle

TPhe chiltiren daned, a fairy chaini.
With ipeals of silver laughters

'rie squire daned, andi his po(rt1ý
darne.

Andi shoolk tie very raf ters.
And inistietue wvith blissfuil spelh>

Heneath the lanxps was hangingz.
\Vhu>c in the steeple all te betis

%V'ere niusically clanging.

Layidspread lier silken train
And 11iutîteti ber gay feather,

l'lie dlancers and iber dizzy brain
Bobhed iii andi dlowN together.

Andi no one at the Christmas bail,
Nor ii the' whiole wide city

Behelti poor Lziceybird's -qat fate,
Or felt one pang of l)ity.

As crulsheci andi briiiseti and tramn-
pied on

She dying gazeti about hier,
Andi wonderecl how Uic baIl hati

gone-
The Christmas bail wvithout lier.

'lhle moral is-if suecb you wvant
(It could not wveIi be stronger.t

Were she less given to fli:'rt andi
flatint,

Slie iiîight have liveti the longer.


