12 OUR SOCIETY.

P —— e b e e e A — e e o,

A TALE OF THE BAR.

*Manky in haste and repent at leisuve.” Theve is, T davesay,
no truer adage, and yet how many lovers are ready to povh-pooh
its warning.  Many and many a time has its bitter trath been
brought home o a young couple, even as it was to Avthur and
Norah Drommond. Drummond was a young barrister with noth-
ing a year of hisown, who by dint of hard work, much devilling,
and a fair number of briefs from a tirm of solicitors, of whow the
moneyed partner was a college chum of his, was earning some £200
per annuw. - One year, when down at Liverpool on civeuit, he hap-
pened to mect the daughter of a certain half-pay Colonel Forbes,
at o dance, and fell violently in love with her.  They cortespond-
vd, and the next year, when he met hier again, he asked her to be
his wife, and marvied her before the fortnight was concluded.  She
ha: the not over magniticent furtune of £30 a year of her own,
and there was no prospeet from the Colonel, her father, who was
over head and ears in debt. But there was no gquestion as to the
beauty of her handsome face and graceful figure, any mare than
there was of her undoubted fondness for her husband,

*With £250 a vear,” said Arvthur, * we shall be able todo very
welll Weshall, of econrse, have to ceonomise all wy ean, and have
to live ina tiny hous. o flat in West Kensington'; there will e
no theatre-goiny, or any thing of that kind, aud we shan’t be abile
to entertain, but we shall get on alright.  And, you know, [ am
almost certain to get more work next year, and, after all, if things
do aet tight, which isn’t likely, I have always got my uncle to fal)
Lack upon, ”

Not that Arthur had veally any immediate expectations in that
divection, for although, now Loth his consins were dead, be was
actually Lord Eagleston’s heir, he knew well envogh by expericnce
that the old flow was terribly closedisted, and although possessed
of plenty of money, he had no faney for helping his poor relations ;
and that, worcover, there was a very distinet possibility of his
marrying again.  Lord Eagleston's chief excitement consisted in
gambling on the Stoek Exchange, and his experiments were crown-
ed with success, If report ran true; he had also somewhbat of a re-
putation among wen about town for his amiable weaknesses for
chorus-ladies amd lallet-daneers,  Avthur had written to acquaint
bim with his warriage, and after a few weeks in lodgings, when
they were settled in their little house at Brook Green, he wrote
again to invite him to dinner to weet his wife,  To neither lettor
did the Earl vouchsafe anv answer. A week or two afterwards,
Arthur happeacd to meet him in the Strand, and repeated the in.
vitation corarore. Lord Eagleston vefused point-blank.

*To think,” be said, **of you marryving an almest penniless
girl—you, with your prospects.  You had no right to marry at all
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without my consent; and now, you know well enough, you haven™
enough to keep a wife, and so you're deueed civil to me, thinking
I'm going to finance you. 1 can assure you youre very muck
wistaken.  Not one peany will you get out of me, my boy, uutil
Pwm dead, aud that won't ke yet awhile.  Perhaps you think [u
teo old to marry again and cut you out.  Well, you wait and sce

Arthur protested vainly that he had no such ideas in his head
but «til} he felt the interview was a most unsatisfctory one, and «..,
too, thought his wife when he vepeated the conversation to hi -
The vutlook, moreover, happened to be very unpromising.  Arthor

had given up his cireoit work, and now, worst of all, there we:e

rumours that there was something wrong with the firm of solicite «
from whom he got three-quarters of his briefs.  Suppose they woi

to dissolve partnership, or collapse, where would he be then? Il

was workiog, as it was, harder than he had ever worked before, amld
yet he could only just pay his way.

Arthur did not repent his marriage, but he could have wished
things were different 5 every penny had to be considered. He kuew
his wife's existence must be terribly dull : they could not afford 1o
entertain, cven if he could have induced his bachelor friends tu
explore the wilds of Kensington, At last, some three months after
his marriage, he returned home with a face of utter despair.  The
solicitors upon whom he muinly depanded were bankrupt, cnd wore
than half of his scanty income was gone.  They would have 10 o
their house as soon as possible, and move into the cheapest loduginzs
they could find. Gooduess only knew how they wenld be ahl o
mike both ends meer. It was certainly a case of repentance wt
leisure, A few nights afterwards Norah had some wonderful news
for her jaded husband.  She had got some work to do. She had
Leen answering advertisements, and after many disappointments Lad
at last succeeded in obtaining an appointment i the City, with .«
=alary of €22 week  Arthur, who had alwaysaloathing for the Ciu,
at first said he would not hear of it, but his wife insisted [t wae
not the sort of work, she said, that she should huve chosen,
but after all. « beggars must not be choosers,” and if she coull
make a little money by honest work, why, there was nothies
degrading in su doing. Only she didn’t want Arthur to bother
about what it was, he must be content to trust her.  Besides, 2
was so dull for her to fret at home all alone while he was at warh
in his chambers, and she was glad to have something to da.

Arthur felt there was reason in what she said, he knew he hal
only barely cnough money in the house to pay the quaiters rent.
and so, at last, he consented.  He did not worry Norah by unhing
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