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In producing the stamp of the present day America is decidedlly la
advance of ail other couitries. In speaking of America I dIo n-it meali thie
United States only, but suchi countries as Nicaragua, Cost& Rica, Boiliia,
San Salvador, Ecuador, Uruguay, &c., each of these countries seein to %vie
wit 1 one another in producing stamps of an artiqtie design. Take for
instan3e the Nicarq'cguan anti Costa Rica stamps they are certainly works uf
art in miiiniature. The Nicaraguan stamps depict very pre+-ty mouintain
sicenery', and sonie of t'le co1our, they are printed in are of a most dulicate
tint. Thobe of Costa Rica show the narrow beit of land there, w1hich
divides the Atlantic from the Pacifie, the w'ater in the foregrrouiii, is
cxquisitely done ani the picture as a whole would compare very favourally
vkith îuany of the hest, engravings of a much largrer desi gn.-.h il. Mloii ll.

OANADA'S POST OFEICE.

OTTAWA, Feleruary 25.-The report of the postinaster-general for thea
year ended the 3Oth June, .1887, has just been publislied. The meaý,uie of
the contiîxued expansioi of the postal service of the Dominion durilng thiii
y(ar will, in its miost essential features, be found in the returns and
statements constituting tE,1 report, which show, amongyst other particular,
that 239 new post-offle,, were e.,tablishietl in the se% eral provinces increasing'
the total number of post offices in operation to 7,534, and that the niai!
service has tîêwtn augmented hy the organization of 1,920 miles of adlitional
post route, and of 514, 467 miles of additional annual mail travel over thle
various post routes of Canada. The nuînber of letters passing through thie
mails is estimated to have increased to a yearly total of 74,300,000, kini of
post cards to 16,356,000. The arrangements mentioned in the report of
last year for the oirganization of daily postal car service over the wliole of
the newly opened line of the Canadian Pacifie railway froin Montrecal to
Vancouver, have worked wvell, and the daily service thereon has been
mnaintaiiied with satisfactory regularity. The following concise stateineni
of the postal biim-iness of Canada will be read with interest:

No. of post offices, Nov. 1 ....................... 7,535
Miles of post route........................... 54,7,86
Annual mail travel in miles .................. 24,325,207
Letters sent by post,.... ............. 0.......74,300,000
Post cards...... .......................... 16,356,000
Regristered letters ...... .................... 3,560,000
Free letters....................... ......... 3,160,000
Newspapers and periodicals .................. 10,340,000
Books, eilrculars, etc..................20,000,000
Parcels Ly post ....................... 820,000
RtýVenue .................................. $2,603,255
Expenditure.... ........................... $3,458,100
Money order offices............................ 933
Money orders i8sued ...................... $1G,328,984
Po4; office savings banks...................... 415
Depositors................................. 90,150
Total amiount deposited in year .............. $88,27e,041

*Deposits held by government ................ $119>497,750


