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beginning to crccp upon us. Thec driver urgcd on bis

horscs at full spccd, intcrspcrsing tlîc almost continuoils
jcracking of bis long whip with an occasion.1 1' ah ! ah t

Wc w~he) lad bcn accustomcd to sec horses wvalk: pant-
tingly up a hili, bc it ever Sa sliglit, rcmonstratcd with

hirn for bis sccming cruclty. Hie smilcd, with a look oi
superior kniolcdige and inforined us that wcrc thcy ta
stop it would take the force af Vcsuvius itsctf ta urge
theni on again, or %vords ta that clTcct. To our dismay
vwe aitcrwards w~crc cnabled ta substantiate: this state-
ment and ascertain, that lie spoke the truth. As ive
passed onward .and upward wvc bcgan ta sec traces ai the
devastation that Vresuvius had w'roughit in its day. It
must have bccn no small labour ta build the road wc
were travelling on, although ane %w ould suppose that after
thec lesson thc then dwcellcrs necar this ficry font learried
in A. D. 79, fewv persans %% ould care ta risk t1ieir livcs ard
property by building dwcllings in this vicinity, yet we
found even the sides af the mautain were not altogethier
d,:stituto- of boeuses. Suddcnly as thaugh from the
bowcls of the carth a motinta-nccr joincd us. He %vas
hatlrss and shoclcss, and bis clothes wcre in rags. From
the absence afi bat wve %verc confident that ho could flot

ba beggar. Ile sccmed ta cmerge froin under tbe
Scarrnage, and on loaking behind it wc discovered tbat

lieh had faund bis shocs sa hecavy that lic had transierrcd
thecm ta thc axie af our carniage. Vast masses af lava
lay araund us on evcry side. Some lookzcd as thaugh
they had suddenly cooled iwhilst boiling most fcrvently
and ane could almost dctect the bubbles still in thcrn.
Othecrs lookcd as though thcy biad been hurled from the
top af Vesuvius and brokecn inta thousands of pieces.

tAIl sbowcd traces ai a mighty destruction having taken
place. The top of Vcsuvius looked sa near anc it lika
walking up ta it, yet we wcnt on and on, for a time at
least, and it sccmed ta drai- no nearer. Tbe air became
filllcd with a deliciaus odon-, whicb wve found procccdcd
froin clusters of ycllow floivers that grew in abundance:
even in *bis wild spot. Our fricnd the mounitaincer
scimcd ta perceive aur appreciation af it, for hoe at once
came forward, with bunches af flowcrs and threw thrm
into the carniage. XVe wcrc astonished that ho did flot
dcmand money for this service, and wc stili w~ere con-
vinced ho %vas in no way rclated ta the Lazzaroni, but
bad a seul above such trifles as lira and ccntesirni.
Whethcr it wvas the additional weighit af aur mountaincer's
shoosý-some: shoos are large and lieavy-or a general fit
of " pure cusscdncss " I know tiot, but suddenly as though
by mutual consent our stccds came ta a standstill and
refused ta proceed furthcr. Imagine aur position, balh-
way up Vesuvius, thrce baulky horses, plenty af Italian
profanity, and cmpty stomachs. In vain aur guide and
driver " ahd" and " ah'd " but ail to no purpose. It wvas
a case of "get out and shave;"« "shoulders ta, the
wvlicels.' Our mountaincer wvorked %vith a will. Traces
broke, harness snapped, but still the brutes would flot go
.on. Wc were joincd by several other mountaincers wvho

assisicd. As the rond %vas narrow~ and built over the
lava wvhich rose abovc us on anc side and féruncd steps
on the ather the aspcct af affairs wvas decidcdly, dangerous.
Finally ivc ail toit thc carrnage and climbed an the rocks
af lava, lcaving aur Neapalitan stecds ta prance, rcar, or
back, just as thicy ptcascd. The dlrivcr uscd his lash
xiith great cclcnity, but wc remaincd an haur in or about
the saine spot. Finaillywxith ais nuch suddcnncss as thcy
ha.d stopp.cd, attero aur harnicss had bcen ncarly tornta
slircds and just as xvc band dccidcd to rcturn ta Naples, the
brutes startcd off on tîxe fuît gallop and wvc liad ta tait
fcr some distance ta overtake: theni. Sigbis ai relief
passed freely amangst us iivhen ive re-cntcred aur
cardage. Aiter asceniding for some trne in continued
terror lest tlîe tria should abruptly corne ta a standstilt
again ive rcaclied the foot ai the cane: and entcrcd the
wvaiting an d dining roomn 'Ibcre %vithout ncding special
invitations, as it xvas noxv nine o'clock and thc inclincd
railway in %vhich ive wcre ta surmaunt the cane and peep
inta the depths ai Vcsuivius did nat scnd up a car tili ton,
ive had an opportunity ai refreshing oursclvcs. We
callcd for breakfast. Like txie ustial continental breakfast
this consistcd ai coffcc and twa raIls. XVben we wvba
are accustomcd ta Canadian breakfasts liad partakeni of
this frugal fare, we fe'st by uio means satisficd but caltcd
for lunch or "dejeuncr ala fourchette." Thecse two meals
hiad the effect ai calming aur ravenous appetites, and ive
prcpared ta asccnd the cane. From this position xvc hiad
a magnificent vie%%, ai the surrounding country, of Naples
with its beautiful bay and the islands adjacent, but this
wvas nothing in comparison with wbiat wvas yet in store
for us. To ane standing at the faot ai the cane and
laoking up, the railroad seemod almost perpendicular,
and those ai us w~ho are prone ta bc giddy shuddercd nt
the prospect ai bcing hung betvccn earth and hecaven
half-way un a precipice. The car wvhich xvas drawvn
up by a wvire rape wvorked by a stationary engine
at the foot ai the cane, wvas like the carniages an
the Rhigi Railraad, s0 constructcd that we alw'ays
occupicd a horizontal scat, or oné ncarly sa. WVhen we
entered thc car ive wverc followed by about eigbt rough
looking Italians wvhosc abject in asccnding wve wvere at a
loss ta imagine. Tlhey cbattcecd incessantly and wvith
such anirnat~.. es' -ulation wc xverc cxcccdingly anxiaus
ta have tI'eir conversation cxplaincd ta us, which aur
guide did, and ta aur disgust we found it wvas ail about a
poor stray bird same ane had seen and they w~ere
expressing their sarraw thcy had iiot braught a gun ta
shoot it. After some dclay ive began ta ascend and aur
viciv af the surraunding country xvas siraply beyand
description. Our position, ta aur surprise, produced flot
the slightest giddiness on any of us. Even here nature
has been supplemented by art and science. At intervals
we came upon clectric Jamps suspended frani long poles,
%vhich must give a strange effcct at nigbt time'. The
Qucens ai Italy and Portugal who had paid Vesuvius a
visit a short tuec beforo this nmade the ascent at niglit


